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{To the. Church of o 


RO. 


low thee the: honour of 


- Lchough' wi not ignorant, 
s that many: will hardly al- 
by this Title in the preſent diforder 


] and confufion of: all things yet 
© | becauſethou haſt a name that thou liveſt Apoc,13. 


«nd art dead: orappoling that there 1. 

is yer remaining \inchee- ſome lir-: 

as ſpark or weak degree of life, 
A3 Not» 
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Iſai, 1.5,6, DotWithſtanding the whole kead 


Apoc, 3. 
I7. 


- , Although: perchance\.the 'ſhame of 
i the -world;-and the. reproach' of 


creaſed - with goods, -and. have ned of 


ſick, and the whole heart faint, an 
from bhe- ſole of the foot even to th 
head, there is no ſoundneſſe in thee, but 
wounds, [and bruiſes," and. prtrefying 
ſores 3 let mehave Niberty to ſpeak 
unto thee, as to, a languiſhing and 
dying body 3 neither; Jer. ir; fees 
ſtrange if F powre Yineas well as 
Ozle into thy wounds, ſeeing that! 
a on ſpiritual] Lethargie doth 
poſſelle thy Pn; of- ſenſe ;and 
motion ; and there is need 


r 


kan dt FAA wh oo 


[ of a 
loud and ſhrill voice to rowſe and 
awaken thee from ſleep. And bes! 
cauſe thou ſayelt;. Tam nich a«d ,in-! 


a FP UT ——_——ro'Y 


nothing, «nd knoweſt not that, thy, art 
wretched, and miſerable," and. Ffoor;and! 
Blinde, and uahed; 1 ſhall endevour! 
to repreſent unto thee'as ini a gleſſe! 
thy many deformities, ' blemiſhes, 
and defef&s, not to ſhame thee, bac; 
to 'humble thee ; not to reproach 
thy perſon, but to reform thy, lite: 


ch PR" 


men are./penetrally-more :prevalent 
with thy children, then the by 
F522 I 5 © 
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f heaven; or the ſear of hell, 
hen the love, or the terrour of 
ir Maker. Wherefore it this my 


e any waics ſerviceable for the 
iſcovery of thy maladies, andthe 
recovery of thy health, or in any. 
- {reſpe&.inſtrumentall co thy ſpiri- 
tuall welfare, I have the defired 
fruit and reward thereof, and let 
Jolory be given unto him, to 
whom alone it doth of right be- 
of af long: | | 
It was once the happineſſe and 
b24 glory of thy children, that chey 
1 had Paſtours both learned and 
7 of faithfull, inſtra&ors peaceable as 

; well as pure, who adorned the 
; truth of cheir DoArine with the 
{ holinefle of their converſation,and 
\;} Were carefull co preſervethy unicy 
no lefle inviolable, then that in- 
corrupt. But alas, this thy g:odneſſe 
was as the morning cloud, and as the Hoſ.6.4. 
4 early dew it went away: And thy 
off gry like that of Ephraim, did flie 
away like a bird, from the birth, aud Hol.g.11. 
from the womb, and from the conception, 
For the leaders of thy people ſoon 
of A 4 cauſed 
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califed them. to erre, .andrthy chief | 
ſhepherds fent forth unskilfall and 
blinde guides among them, who 


knew not-the: way of _— | 
© 


or ſuch who loved ro wander | 
themſelves ; and: by their lewd ex- 
ample drew. others afide from the 
paths of righteouſheſſe ' and ' of 
| peace or thoſe who. were {lugs | 


gith and cared not for the flock, bue 
for the flecce only, preferring rheir 
own: bodily: eaſe to-the welfare of 
their brethrens moſt precions ſouls, 
. andthe; ſhort; pleafure of fin'to 
the laſting comfort of-a'good:con« 
fience : yea how many of thy chil- 
dren did love to have it ſo, that 
there might belike Prieſt like peo« 
_ ple? and being corrupted by lon 
proſper and peace, or prepoſ- 
_ felled with pride,worldly iticereft 
- covetoutſneſſe and defire of gain,or 
blinded wicti paſſion and prejudice | 
" againſt their Teachers, or glucced 
with the common: uſe and. plenty 
of their fſpicituall 'Manna, they 
could no longer endure found Do» 
arine, or thoſe who. taught ig 
us the truth 'is in Jeſus. But 


after 
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Ufjer: their om. tnftty þeaped. to thehn- 2 Tim, 4, + 
folets tegobers,"' having) #cbjnig i edrs:: 3. 
| who, well perceiving the [levichy 
5 and. inconlancy of :ſomegthe:pride 

and; wanpnyilieogh orhery, the bea- 


ven-o6 typtoifie rw idegte: ſpicic 
08, cgn n,:ind: coſtteptibn 
in'aUz1songht:itinow no-Litue 
to ſleep, but made uſe of fo-fairan 
opportunity and; gratefall" feafon 
of: arriving 9; the;haven of their 
pecdiye dehre$and hopes Vhere- 
t: ſome-0ok. thaw feake ſayle for 
their: ianibiridns,; othets [for their 
coverduinehe, and BQE::Aa; few for 
theis diſcontent:and malice againſt 
the -prefens-/ government and gow 
vernoturs; althongls.: it; was: nov 
pallble, only, but; probable alifay 
that ſome at; dealt had: n zeal of Gids 
in: thiscfteange / at of 2oppoktion- 
andgainſaying, but not gccording to 
knowledges... As forthe reſt, the . 
contempt and reproach- which Jay: 


onthein,whether for their poverty: : 
(aw4b is ſeldome or never withouse : 
diſgrace in flouriſhing and profpes- 
roustimes):or for the ſuſpicion of : ' 
beingfa&ionsand diſaffeted'to the. 
£143 AS then, 
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then ruling pewer,.\mndiwmmequall | 
. adminiſtration of juſtive-widi}4w, 
both'in Church and'State (the ſure 
fore-runner of national calamirtes) 
was no -fmaltneentive t0'fet theith 
on with preedmefſtinthole count | 
fels: andconves," the fad:ieffets 
whereof we ſee iandyfeet unto iis 


q 
o 
4 
: 


f 


preſent day: © i! 26TH 11G 799 
In the- mean | white ''the genera)? ' 


prerence and aver of all is, © 
F 


that-'chey-defireand aim at nothing 
more, yea,”atnothmp: beſides; then 
the crac do&rine ard diſcipline-of | 
Chriſt 'Jeſus;/*eſpectally the latter? * 


te 


2-4 Ie 


And to this ſpecious-defigne arr ? 


open way ſeemed'to8 be” made by 
the anere) rears 3 and: proto | 
Iwving-of.che: qppottepant ys wht 
while they avers Sadbis PAO: 
formity ro-the drdinantesofiitn;;: 
and: thought a 'mainptrrof ©Chri-: 
ſtan duty to' depend upon'the.ob>. 
ſervation of them, did allow'them-. 
ſelves carpall/ libetty'{im! viotating- 
the: precepts and: commaindements) | 
of God. Andqthis they did as trot 
that inbred corruption whith ts. 
commen to_all mcn. 210 likewiſe. 

| ; rom 
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de Bs 


troma private ſpirit of oppoſition 
againſt -rhe adverſaries ot uhcir 
caule. 

Thus while fome were zealous 


Z indeed for: the outward: and tor- 


mall diſcipline of: thy. ſons, bat 
cold or Jukewarm in the profeſſion 
and: maintenance of-thy doCtrine, 
or denying it by their- works, 
though they did conteſle it wich 


* their lips : others zealous (ac leaſt 


in.ſhew)' for thy dodrine, bur 
ſhghiing thy - diſcipline, or zea» 
Joully! bent againſt it, even to a 
diftemper fomctimes of rage and 


violence, and the greater part reft- _ 
ing quiet in an indiffercnt or neu- * 
7 rrall diſpoſition and affftion ro- 


*; 


wards: both, theftaves of beauty and. 


of bands, were 100n cut quite atun- \ 


der and broken in -pieces;even the, 


covenant of truth,order, and peace, 


with theentire bend of Chriſtian, 


A n—_ whereby many have 
nuade ſhipwrack of the faith ard of 


good conſcience to the- extreme 


hazard. of their. immortall fouls:: 


And: many more are like to tall 
daily after the ſame example of 
| miſs 
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Jam.3.16, 


migbelief, errour and Apoftaſie. 
For whatother fruits may we ex- 
ſpe& from thoſe roots of bitter= 
nefſe -which' have ſprung up a-# 
mongſt us; I mean 


e contenti- 


ons and divifions of thy children 
which have troxble4 our peace, and. 
Heb. 12, whereby ſo many are defled :. ſeeing 
that where envying and ſtrife is, there 


is confuſi 


on and every erill work ? The 


truth of which hath been for a long 


time Cx 


lifed-not only in their | 


ſtrange diſorderand chaos-like con- 
fuſions of all things, bue_ alſo. in. 
their craell demeanour and- more | 
then barbarous praiſes one *to- | 
wards antiother, no: lefle hatefull to 
God the author of- order, unity, | 


and 
and the 


e,. the Father of mercies, | 
God of all comfort, ther 


pernicious to men. created after his 
own image and likeneffe, And | 
however more pretend to holineſfſe 
now then in former times,. ( And. 
this: indeed is the very foul ofour 
Chriſtian profeſſion) few of ordi- 


nary prudence and. conſcience are 
ſo weak fighted that they cannoc 
look through their thin yail 


if 


or 
fine 


» by - —_ + m— 


aſie, mnne web of hypocrifie, and plain- 

ex- fly diſcern this form of godlineſſe from 

ter= the power thereof. Por albeit they 

> a- Jhave the voice of Jacob, and would 

1ti- Þe thought thereby to have-the 

ren Iheart of ; alſo : yet the-rough» 

nd. J=eſſe of their hands, and their man» 

ng Jnr of hunting, evidently ſhew,' that _ 

ere-there is in them.the profaneneſſeand 

he Jcruelty of Eſau, who for one mor» 

ng IſclL of meat: ſold bis birth-right, and 

cix 9 then purpoſed withihimſelf to xe» 

n- | deem. it again with the price: of: his Geo, 17; 

in. 8 Brothers bloud. is 7 320! 

re Bur what was the cauſetbat they | 

o- #1 carefully put on the outward 

to. | Maes an __ of holinefſe? 

, | Surely, to: omit the great repute 

7 which they: gained by — ths nw 

Tr fat avery cheap rate with thoſe of 

is { their own opinionand fa&tion;and 

& | thoſe high titles of fingularity and; 

le yo 1 preheminence above: 0+: 
hers'in the world (generally acs: 

Ir | counted: of by thefn as wickedand 

- | reprobateperſons, becauſe not of 

e | their ſociety and rf: 4 

c | which the _ received from: Ls 

r. | their chicftains leaders a$pro=: _ 
| perly at 


_ 
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perly belonging to themſelves and} 
their diſciples, and thoſe world] 
adyantages (to ſay nomore) which! 
privately art leaſt attended on their} 
novell profeilion : This perchance 
was'not! the meaneft;” that they | 
might. thus 'check and ſhame the 
open 'profanenefſfe ,i (groſfſe” im- 
piety, -irreligion , and” finne of 
their »profeſſed adverſaries : the 
which' (to ſpeak the truth). was ſo # 
eminent. oft-times, and notorious | 
.: -- in many of; themz: as might ſtartle 
a meer naturall conſcience to hear 
or:beho}d:ic;: and cauſe therein an | 
abhorrency from their courſes (fo | 
oppoſite as. well--vo right reaſon 1 
as toſfanfifying grice) much more 
Ka a. mide <enlighrncdy. thought j 
with: the: ſmalleſt ray of 'Evanpes | 
real: truth; For what :cauld be | 
more' 'ftrange or 'batefull unto | 
men, .in whom was any ſpark rc ; 
maining either of common Grace, 
ar::0t-morall : Vertue; and who | 
were-not! wholly ' poſigtled. with | 
Arbcitm& and! carryed-:on. with 
fulleſt bent 01 Libertiniſme and | 
ungodly praCtiſe;then to NO | 
L451 taat 
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{hat did,pzofeſſe themſelves:to' be 


4 then ta-the: fam 
« © king vill of: them 2 What | Qhrittiani 

{ eye icould-bchold.-this;'. and »hot 

| mielt with forrow- and indignagt» 

7 Qnagainf} it.2 What, ptous beart can., 
; think thereon, and; not: bath de» 


_——_— Y 
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Il 


the:fallowers: of Chiift; to; have 


* communion: with him by faith, 
2 and>to- 
F ſcoftingi at: the pureſt ats::of: his 
$ worlhip,;.blaſpheming:!ar /profa» 


glory ' froar him, 


ning;his: baly: Nawe:: by: cauſlefſe 
aches; tans, dires 


_ 1: 10ap 
fulltxecrations; and fuck likeiſpees 


ches, - not to | be; expreſſed again 


5 without horcour aud amazement 3 
; } and noronly:fo,byt.glorying like+ 


wiſqinthis theirahominable-wicks 
edoefſe;: aud; in other of [ke dams 


x ſtrange) ithat others: ran” nit” with 
e: exveſſe; of: ridt, ſped'a 


t&&vc, and ſigh for it2 ; :f Þ 0951; 


T5 the meantime, {how;.much } 


did:this-tleit apparent:;rand : over; 


; daring injpudetcein fn commend: 
7 and, grace the: ſeeming Saint»like: 


CONs 


| nable nature;>namely;/in laſciviouf® 1 Per. 4; 
8 nefſe, luſts; exceſſe of wine and df ſtrong 3 4+ 
4 drink, revellings, wherein they thought 
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— w06 theiradverlacies ? 
of which} notwirhflanding 


Many 
= _ ——_ rofeſſion- ane 
thi. pl oy mocheay 
t erites 2and: 

'whomi our blelſed. Savzonr 
drnvdneeds' (curſcgrfvr 
amis = 

3-1 


ey yuetdedwith — | 
outwatdfanfrity;Mat-2 be af 
clally verſc27,28.:& Luk.11.'where 
fee verſ. 139,244. And :chis: was 
_ atreſtediby: theiodpirie 
ns ridep high difdainand':coh» 

6 others: neverfor inked dit+ 


4 heres from rhe i judgement 'or 


EET their ſpiritof con» 
i&iony.and rebellion; again 


the preſent »pawer ;. whether ſeou 
hayi 08 i{Piciruall 5 ' utinatuiaH wafi 
fegion;imjuſtice, dnd-falſhood Te 
common commerce; by cheir : pi« 
gour- and cruelty. ſhewn. upon: all 


occaſions to the-:diffenting: Bre- 


thren : Ina word) by:ther.wair 
of mercy:.and barrenueſſe vf1gobd 


works towards :the: indigait)abd 
weedyznort to mention the envie,” 


entalthogr's ſtrife ,- and diviſion, 
with 


a a o® = + .,.vOI þ0 oat 
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2 with the corrupt fruirs-and effefts 
nel which genony from theſe, very 
nd] rife and ordinary amongſt them- 
ſelves. As for ſome who gave ther 
the right hands of fellowſhip, we 
cannot without manifeſt breach - of 
charity, judge of them: otherwiſe 
then that they wereſimple, hart 
 lefſe, and well meaning men, who 
being offended (and not without 
cauſe) at the corruption - of the 
times, and ſcandalous lives of ma» 
EL IS TIO 
&eches,goodwords, ſmooth-cat> 
riage, plauſible pretences of religis 
ous aims and ends, (not warranta- 
F ble only, but neceſlary alſo)of thoſe 
who made it their bufineſle to cauſe 
divifions and offerices- between thy 
children,. were drawn' firſt into- a 
i« | diſlike of thy policy,and afterward 
to a ſeparation from thee, if not in 
appcarners yet in heare, though 
; Bat laſt in- both, when ict was more 
ſafe and adyantagious then before: 
Þj| And indeed their firi& conformi- 
| ty inother reſpes totheprecepts 


» 


of the Goſpel with their conftan 
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cy in ſuffering for the defence off 


their cauſe, did argue as much tq 
moderate men, and not polkfled} 


with prejudicate hatred of their 0-3 
pinions and perſons ; for ſuch as? 
theſe. could never |be induced to} 
entertain.a good conceit of them, # 


no" not in the leaſt meaſure : but 
contrariwiſe-judged their beſt afti- 
ons to becounterfeit and falſe,and! 


thought their greateſt ſufferings to 7 
proceed-from pride and contumacy | 
of ſpirit, rather then from blindeF 


ignorance of ' the truth,. or from} 
errour: of conſcience: Now as it} 
comes to paſſe between thoſe who! 


extremely hate one the other, that 3 
- they endevouras muchas in them 2 
lyeth, to be unlike each the other 3 
in their manner of life, outward? 


behaviour, garbe, and faſhion, and! 


every thing tor the moſt part which# 
is pleafing to the one is diſplealing 3 
to the other, and oft-times for? 
this reaſon only, becauſe his ad-3 
verſary taketh delight therein : ſo? 


it fared. in this caſe ;'. for what the! 


one party. did approve and allow? 
of in their praftiſe,the other nou 
diſlike? 


> de 3 3 
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{ diſlike and condeum/ upon: this 

$ weak and. cauſleſſe:ground ; and in 
© like manner perchance as readily 
# receive and £mibrace what the other 
z did refuſe and 'reje&,.for the ſame 
Z reaſonh,; or indeed  irather want of 
$ reaſon; For what can bemore- irs 
'F rationall,- yea fenſlefſe. and abſurd; 


then; for' men to;eſteem or vilific, 


7 love or hate': any thing, not ac- 
3 cording to the worth or unwor- 
# thineſſe thereof; not as It: may be 
z uſefull or: huctfall in-its own na- 
J ture; to; them, but :in' oppolition. 
7 ro others; withoit due diſcretion 
7 or judgement had of the matter in 
* queſtion, or thing, what and how 
7 it. isor nay. bein; it ſelf, toaccount 
7 it; vile:;becauſe they : have: a' good 
7 opinign. . or ; honourable -'conceit 
* thereof; and for:inq. other reaſon 
3 to: deteſt; and-loath'!ic;.'/then: for 
7 that their enemies fancy or bear a 
7 liking. to 1t?- Firſt loying or ha» 
7 ring ity/-and; afterward: ſearching 
7 on Git py 7 
3 and;gtguments, ro give-a.juſt, ac- 


[1 
» 


le) rationall motives 


coung. of, either to the world. And 


yet ſuch was the conditon of theſe 


bitter 


—— 
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bitterand exper adverſaries, as map 
appear : by: the: following in» 


4 _ nw EO —_— 

of Prayer Liturgy Conce } 
con -ufed:in the Aﬀemblicsof 
thy - c for the worſhip and ſer« 
vice.of theic- Maker, though fince' 
becomethrough>the ſubtle malice 
of:Sacan the main bait ofitheir fa+ 
riousandlaſting conrentions) wha ; 
eould'have beer: more profitably 
deviſed for the inftration of 'the 
dgnorant then this 7'What more 
conducing co' order and peactthert 
It in: aſetled Church ? 'What more 
inoffenfiveand harmlefſe then the | 
rites and ceremonlesthereof? What 
nat —_—_ juſexcepth 
onof ſaperfticion, :trroar,'tiripers | 
tinency;- or abſurdicy?: And yet 
notwithſtanding, che! groſſer iÞnos- | 
rance of the yulgar people is {ole- | 
kc ho dy imputed: W__ 
te'oppoſice. party, together with : 
the-genetall. Ln: hoc of) lifez | 
-and'. meer external}! formalicy' in 
the ati of piety and devotioix eve- | 
Ty where conſpicactis- In the nati- 
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# maintained it 


on ge 0 + Bs 


| on. Andit hath been <hought | 


ſome a ſufhcient ground not of ſer 
paration only from the -unity of 


| thy: body but of'war allo between 
© thy. members, ' even unto rapine, - 
{poyle, conflagration, and bloud; 


at leaſt 'a- fair, pretence for theſe 
and like courſes nat inferiour- t@ 


F them, Befides this, it is £96; :well 


known what large ng mg mn 


 bcen brought again it by 
y of Idolatey, will- "workip, comers 


dition, taucologie,indecency,inad» 
vertency, redundancy in ſome, de- 
bciency in- other, _ thereof,and 
whatnot, which might in _ 
ſpe& derraft from ahe worth 

of, .or- make it coptemptible and 
odious with the people? : To omit 
the taunts: and reproaches, which 
were uſually caſt upon the orders 
and ceremonies: thereof, and the 


; great ;indignities ; offered . to the 
perſons of them, weed rnges 


their conſcience, _— and duty 
& + aching 
and praQtiſe, A which ing ta» 


7 kewincothe: confideration of pru» 


cults mederate and peaceable men, 
Were 
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were judged by them to be nothingth 
elſe then the fruits of giddy palſ*} 
fon, or of diſtemper in judges] 
ment and in zeal. ' And indeed'he; 
that ſhall bat indifferently weigh” 
and examine the reaſons and ex-z 
ceptions, which the diſſenting and! 
ſeparating brethren alledge again! 
the 'uſe'of the Engliſh Liturgy, will 

finde them' for the moſt part ſo in-! 
valid aod- weak, that one ſtrong! 
argument may be drawn from 3 
hence to prove--it lawfull, becauſe! 
whatſoever hath been hitherto! 
brought-'by - way- of ' reproof to # 
evince-the- unlawfulneſſe thereof, 
hath had in ie nv- greater: ſtrength ? 
of reaſon and' demonſtration, very | 
requifite in a cauſe ſo important? 
as this,and in a charge ſo furious? 
as was-made apainſt-it. But how- 
ever reaſon and truth: were: wan- Þ 
ting to their (cauſe, the opinion ; 
and confidence of both reſting on 2 
their fide, was ſo deeply rooted in}. 
them,thart I verily bcleeve it would 

be an hard matter to finde any ſe& |} 

either modern ' or: antient, .who ? 


have. more: obſtinately. adhered. to | 
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Stheir principles, or more vehe- 
Emently proſecuced their delignes 
Ige-Echen they. : AS if they + had been 
Za&cd with a ſpirit of infallibjlicy, 
hi; and carrted' on. thereby in theſe 
Z proceedings, when that of ercour, 
Jcontrariety, and ſpleen againſt the 
nitY adverſe party, ſcemeth-tahave been 
IILY their chief,  if- not only guide; 
n- wherefore they oppoſe themlitlves 
ng? wich might ard main! againſt the 
OM eſtabliſhed order of prayer and diſci- 
uſe pline ; and to diſgrace and depreſle 
OF the former, they. highly commend, 
toY and aboye meaſure extoll, and 
of, # likewiſe uſe upon all occafions un- 
th premeditate, or (as ſome' term it) 
ry 7 conceived prayer: (A very forcible 
nt? engine- raiſed by them againſt 
us F Church-conformirty , and in all 
v- 3 likelihood that which hath .more 
n- 7 upheld, ſtrengthened, and! encrea» 
N27 ſed their fa&ion then any one 
n 7 means whatſoever) honouring it 
ny with the glorious title of praying 
dz by the Spirit, and that by way of 
X / propriety, in oppoſition to pray- 
o7 ing with any ſet form of words 
; compoſed betorchand,or'framed to 

: our 
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our ordinary uſe. As ifthe Spirit 
of God did / immediately frm f 
unto their mindes both. the matter 
and form, feriſeand words of theſe 
their fapplications, bur was not! 
aflitane to the other, or the other 
inconſiſtent with the. grace and 
help thereof':: whereag 'upon due 
ſearch into the: Scriptures cons 
cerning this point, we ſhall finde 
this pre praying;by the Spi-} 
Tit, not'to be ſo much as menti-* 
oned therein : and ffor this cauſaR 
at the beſtbuc warrantable and laws 
full for us by the generail rule of 
indifferent things, the which are! 
leſt '/to the judgement of Chriſtian ! 
enceto be done or omitted by In: 
us, as we ſhall ſee it moſt conves 
nient for our ſelves or for other} 
men,. not of neceſſary uſe (as ma»! 
ny ofthem ſuppoſeand maintain) 
ſeeing that they - cannot” produce 
any expreſſe 'or - implicite  com-& 
mand for the ſame out_of the writ-&t 
ten- word of God. For akhough Z 
Epheſ, 6, mention be made there of prayer and © 
18, lication inthe Spirit :" yet it can 
. be proved: either -by that which Fei 


pre? 
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IritÞprecedeth, or by that which fol- 
Woweth inthe Text, that the Apo= 
le doth mean by this form of 
peech, the ſame kinde of praying 


'Fontend for. But rather he un- 

derſftandeth by prayer in the Spirit, 
hat in which the hearty affgKion 
$ joyned with the mouthes cx- 
preſſion, and the defire of the ſoul 
s anſwerable to . the politure 
and devotion of the body ( ſee 
Rom. 1.9.) Or that aſliſtance of the 


le of $26, 27. Otherwiſe the Apoftle in 
his place, and by theſe words 
Floth ſhew what It is to pray alwaies, 
d by Mamely, not to be continually 
nve- Wuttering prayers with our lips, 
thee Kas ſome have vainly imagined ) 
ma» Þut to bein a perpetual diſpofition 
ain) of the heart towards this holy 
duce exerciſe, yea, and to: be afſiduous 
om- and conſtant in deſire of thoſe 
rrit= things which we want, wichour 
ugh AMlothfull intermiſſion or faithleſſe 
r and fainting in caſe wedo not perceive 


can- fa ſudden grant of our'requeſts.z Luk. 18;1, 


hich Jeicher of which is farce different 
pre» B trom 


which they ſo much magnifieand | 


Spirit whereof he ſpeaketh Rom. 8. | 
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from the former, as appeareth at W 
the very firſt light thereof: And FW} 
yet how great adyantage have they MY: 
Yotten upon their adverfaries by F, 
their tacility of atteranceand volu- F, 
bility of ſpeech in prayer without F; 
thought (as they profeſfe) and &; 
premedication in the leaſt meaſure Fj 
of what they were to ſay? Many 
of which, though learned and clo- BF 
quent men, either becauſe they #} 
were ill affeAed to this praftiſe, Fc 
or for that they did not exerciſe Fc 
their gitts and parts this way, be- 3 

ing unwilling, or unable to match F\ 
them at this weapon, which they B+ 
had been taught to handle and 4 
wicld as they lifted from their # 
tender yearsz were ſcorned of Zr 
them, and traduced to the igno- Z+ 
rant ſort as meer naturall men, Zh 
not having the Spirit of God; x 
whereof they did pretend this to i / 
be a fure note and charafer. Al-Fh 
though indeedif we offer up our Bt 
__ unto God from'a pare x 
reart with ſtedfaſtneſſe of faith and b 
{.r-ency of affe&ion, it' mattersÞ p 
not, whether we do it in a ſetY Þ 

| form, | 
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at WF form, or by ſodain <jacuhacton *f* 
1d F Provided that weaxke things agree- 
© Yable co the minde and will of God, 
Dy Zentertain no _— in-our ſelves, 
U- Fthat the one is better then the 
ut Bother abſolutely conſidered, or 
nd &more acceptable in it ſelf with 
re Fhim, approach with reverence 
1y Mboth of body and of ſoul to the -- 
0- Ythrone of Grace, and ntrer words 
ey F#beleeming the Majeſty and holineſſe 
fe, Hof him, with whom we have to 
ie F doe. | | 
e- 3 - And now I ſhall -only take a 
ch Fyjew of oneexception' which hath 
cy Fbeen niger alledged in my 
nd :Fhearing, againſt the received form 
clr Fof Charch prayer (knowing how 
of 3 much hath' already been ' ſaid, and 
0- Y that effetually in defence thereof 
n, 2by men etninentfor learning and 
d; Ypicty) and ſo conclude this point. 
to And it is the very fame which [ 
\1- © bave formerly mentioned : namely, 
ur 7 that by the ufe of this ſervice Y 
Ire} men: were generally nurſed and 
nd brought 'up in groſſe ignorance, 
ers & profanenefſe, and formality of 
ſet F Religion, The which exception 
m, | B 2 : 
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it it were juſt or true, who cauld} 
doubt, but that the Liturgy: was 
to. be .cxpladed our of the cons} 
gregation as impious. in it ſelf,and 3 
therefore unlawfull to be uſed at; 
any hand? But that .it is altoge-® 
ther. groundlefſe and falſe, might 
be made manifeſt by ſeverall argu-# 
ments proving the contrary; one# 
ſhall ſuffice for the preſent, which® 
is taken from the ſubſtance or? | 
matter contained therein. Fork 
this being either ſome part or? 
portion - of the word of God,! 
faithfully interpreted according to; 
the Analogie of Faith and minde} 
of the .holy Ghoſt in all things? 
which .concern our ſalvation, or# 
what may be deduced from it by? 
rational conſequence,or.that which? 
doth.no way contradi& and thwart? 
the precepts. thereof, how can it? 
poſlibly be a cauſe or means of ig-Z 
norance and profanenefſe to' the® 
which it is ſo oppoſite, unleſſe® 
light may produce darknefle, heat; 
cold, and good evill? How then? 
came it to paſſe that very many? 
who had the conginuall uſe and}! 
benetus 
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J benefit of this form, were ſo groſ- 


ly ignorant of the myſteries of 
godlinefſe, fo diflolute in their 


® life and ſo formall in their pro. 
® ſeſſion, as they were throughouc 
Z this whole nation? Surely not 
Z becauſe this was a covert to their 
© eyes that they conld not fee the 
# light, or aſlic poſtern gate, opening 
= a way privily unto ſin, or licenti- 
or ouſneſle (as they falſly do imagine) 
Z but from the corruption of mens 
2 hearts, whereby it is that they love Job.z. 19. 
& darkneſſe rather then light becauſe their 
7 deeds are evill; and content them- 
2 felves with a meer ſhew, or ſlight 
2 touch at the furtheſt ofReligion, 
2 as being moft agreeable with fleſh 
2 and bloudby reaſon of the light- 
= neffe and eafinefſe which is therein, 
Z and the liberty it doth indulge 
= unto thoſe Juſts which are moſt. 
Z common and predominant in hu- 
Z mane nature; whereas the fincere 
Z and pradticall profeſſion of Chri- 
> ftianity doth confine and reſtrain 
z our unbridled affe&ions, locks up 
z our wandring defires, and ties the 
2 knothard upon our looſepleaſures 


B 3 and 
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© and delights, obliging us, to ab-} 


ftinence and auſterity of lite, and 
therefore doth it generally diftaſt 


with men, and univerſally with R$ 
all whoſe hearis are not ſea» ® 
ſoned with true ſanRilying grace, 3 
| or. (as the Apoſtle ſpeakcth , 

Hcb.13.9.Heb. 13. 9.) eſtabliſhed theres} 


with. 


 _ Befidesit is too well known how 

little care hath been taken by thoſe # 
who had the overſight of the pco- 3 
ple to inform them concerning # 
the uſe and end of their publique? 
devotions, and of. thoſe circum: | 


fantiall rites pertaining. to the 
ſame, or make them unde 


the ſenſe. and fignifcation | of Þ 
thoſe things which were ſo often | 
inculcated into their ears by others, 3 dl 
or which themſclyes uttered with X 
their lips: yeanota few of their 
teachers were ſo forſaken of know- X 
ledge, and. deſtitute of exemplary | 
holynefle, (notwithſtanding their 
place and fun&ion -did require di 


eminency of both) that either 7 of 


they were unable to inftruft their 


charge aright, or whatthey taught 5 
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d- Z them carryed no weight of reve- 
d Wrence or authority with it, bar 
{t Wrather was the lefle eſteemed of by 
h Brhe people for their ſakes who did 
i» Fcommend - the ſame unto them, 
e, Ibcing witneſſes of their levity and 
+ Zin, and of their continual] pra- 
er File farre different from their own 
Wprofeſſion and dofrine. And ye: 
x7 ſuch was the force of cuſtome wicly 
fe many, joyned with ignorance and 
- Findiſcretion of the nature of things, 
g that they verily thought every par- 
e cell of the Common-prayer-book, 
» Wand every cereniony preſcribed 
e thereby, to be of no lefſethen di- 
d Yvine inflitation, and that a flight 
f Zperfuaftory uſe of its forms in 
3 praying with the other rules and 
, Zdirettions of externall worſhip 
1 Zobſerved by them, was ſuthcient 
r Fto bring them unto heaven with- 
- Fout any more adoe. 

7 = Tothis we may adde the remiſle 
r Band ſlack hand of Ectleftiaſticall 
e 2 diſcipline as another main cauſe 
r of the -generall ignorance and. 
r Z profanenefſle of theſe times, which ' 
> Zreached no farther for. the moſt 
;. B 4 part 
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part to the inferiour Clergie (how? 
peccant ſoever otherwiſe) in the? 
exerciſe thereof, then in point of 
eiſconformity to Epiſcopall or- 7 
ders, Provinciall or Synodicall 7 
conſtitutions, touching externall # 
government : neither did it call the 
people to a due account (if any)Z 
of their proficiency in the know-%® 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus, or cenſure® 
them for non-proficiency therein, ? 
yea ſcarcely for grofſe and ſeanda-'* 
Jous crimes, if they were perſons? 
known to be well affe&ed rowards'* 
the preſent government, though} 
upon the weakeſt perchance and'z 
worſt grounds which can be ima- 
ined; ay the defefts and? 
Filings of thole who did admint- 7 
Ker th: ſame. A 
In like manner the ſleeping or # 
not executing of neceſſary penall* 
ſtatutes upon offenders againſt the# 
Law of God, hath been a chiet# 
cauſe of open profaneneſſe in the 


be? 
No 


land: for had theſe been imparti-! 


ally executed upon every convict-} & 

ed tranſgreſſor, after ſome care 4 
taken to- finde them out, Iam per-# P! 
TOR {ſwaded® 
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wal ſwaded by this time we ſhould nor 
he have ſeen many drunkards, or 
of F heard many ſwearers throughout 
r- 3 this whole populous land. And 


all 7 imdeed Ecan ſpeak it opon my own 
111.4 knowledge, that a town of good 
he # note in the Weſtern parts of the 
7) Z the Land not far diftant from the 


2x Sea, heretofore famed for all man- 
Z ner of riot and diſorder, by this 
n, courſe of late years hath' been re- 
a» duccd to that order and diſcipline, 
ns# that it is a rare matter to ſee a man- 
ds'® there at any time diſtempered with 
h7 wine or with ſtrong drink, or to 
1d;Z hear a raſh oath proceed from any 
a- 3 mans mouth, no not when there- 
d 2 is moſt frequent concourſe of peo-. 
- [ww thither from all the neigh- 

2 bouring parts : ſo carefull are men- 
Yr 3 to keep the Law, where (as the 


IF 


117 Apoftle ſpeaketh, Heb. 2.2.) every Hcb.z 2, 


1el® tranſgreſſion and diſobedience receiveth 


ef} « juſt recompenſe of. reward. So ealic 
1e}F a. matter is it: for Miniſters and 
i-% Officers, mutually conſpiring to- 
t-{3 gerber in the -ſame work, to reform 
re a city or town as they .liſt,, and, 
<3 proportionably a. whole mation: 
dÞ B5 under 
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under the chief. Magiftrate, if he # 
interpoſe not againſt it, There- Z 
fore it is reported of Queen Eliza- * 
beth, that in her progreſſe viſiting, 
the county of Sffolk,, and fee- © 
ing every Fuſtice of Peace with a + 
Miniſter next to hits body, ſaid, (he ® 
had oftentimes demanded of her ® 
Councell, why. her County of # 
Suffolk was better governed then: # 
any other: County , but never 
underſtood the reaſon thereof till 7 
now : It muſt needs be fo (ſaid ſhe): 77? 
where the Word and the Sword goe 
together, But what may we ex< 
pe& when both thefe comply not; 
or jarce one with another ? where- 
fore had this one courſe alone 7 
becn taken for the ſuppreſſing of 
common and: odions: fins, there * 
needed: not to have beet! fo loud? 
' acry fora reformation in the midſt 3 
of thy people; nor ſo much of thy: 


'F 


childrens bloud ſhed like water i 
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round about thy Cities, and within 


the gates, and alſo on.the furrowes 
of the field, itt proſecution of this F 


ſpecious defign, which can hardly # 
.be compaſſcd, if at alt in- any wife, | 


by | 
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E: by means 'ſo unproportionate as 
* theſe to the end for which they 
are appointed by thoſe who would. 


Z be maſter builders in this work. 


* Laftly, the great and common 
3 neglect of teaching the younger 
Z ſort, and educating- them in a 


Z Catecheticall way of do@&rine and 


Z inſtruQion, as it occaſioned at ficlt 


Z the blinde ignorance, open pro-- 


= faneneſſe, and meer formality in 


.Z this Nation: ſo it hath ſtill con- 
» 2 tinucd and fomented the ſame unto 


2 this preſent day. And from hence 
= we. ſhall: draw another inſtance 
3 to ſhew the great force which 
enmity an-1 oppoſition do gain 


2 in the mindes of men to hinder a 
'V mutuall conſent and-: Jjoynt Cons 
2 currence. together in thoſe waics- 


2 which tend to life and 'godlineſle. 
3 For what could more conduce to 
Z the furtherance ' and encreaſ@ of 
Z ſacred knowledge, to the effeftuall 
# planting and growth of piety in 
Z the hearts of Chriſtian youth, 
Z then this neceſſary and profitable- 
means of inſtitution, ſo much 
commended by the divine a? 
Q 


- 
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* ſee Gen» 
18. 19. 


Pro, 22. 6. 


of God to our imitation and pra- | 


Aiſe*? Train up Cor chaſtiſe) a childe | 
mn the way he ſhould goe, and when he * 


is old he - will not depart from it. 7 
Neither was there wanting the ad- 7 
vice of a prudent and learned 7 


Prince for the ſetting-on foot-this 3 
praftiſe with- us, by changing the Þ 
afternoon:Sermons into this more # 
aſcfull exerciſe. And yet the Mini- 


ſicrs ef the oppoſite party could # 


never (for oughtas 1can learn). be 


what was the caufe of this ? Surely 
inall probability the ill affe&tion 


and hatred which they bore againſt X 
the Biſhops, who did alſo com- | 


mend and preferre it to their in- 


feriour brethren - in the- Miniſtery # 


+ "ved Wa Re, 
bh Pe A? 
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Me ek need! 


induced'to entertain a good opi- # 
nion of it, at leaſt 'ſo far as cor- Z 
dially to embrace the counſell,; and % 
ſubmic to the judgement of their 7 
ſuperiors therein, notwithſtanding 
the vifble- and” apparent benefit 
thereof; and- nothing might be # 
reaſonably ſaid againſt 'it, And Z 


as moreneedfull and profitable for | 


the people then their claborate | 


and. paintfull preaching (ſo-much 
|  meg-+ 
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# magnified by their Diſciples above 


Z other Ordinances, and who could 
Z not be pleaſed without a double 
2 portion thereof every Lords day) 
Z although (as ſome objeft againſt 
Z them) with too great limitation 
Z and reſtraint, but however, better 


Z thus, then not at all. For = a 
Z chief Ruler well obſerved o 

= children) the omiſſion of this fun- 

= damentall way of inſtru&ion, and 

= the cuſtome of notionall teaching 

7 (in which was more plenty of 
| words then of matter)*have given 


NE 


EBT 


thy 


2 occaſion to the Apoftatie or falling 
2 back of ſo many from thy-Com- 
2 manion,ſfome to Popifh ſaperſtiti- 
Z on,others ro Monaſterian- confufi- 


—— g 
5 5 EE e775 a +. 23” 00 
IN Eb L WL 

_ Ny > 


= on,while after many years ground- 
Z lefſe and therefore unprofitable in- 
; ſtitution, they were like raſe tabule, 
{ or unſealed wax, apt to receive 
Z any impreſſion or forme of dorine 
# whatſoever. The truth- whereof 


hath more then. enough: been con- 


& firmed by the | experience of ſuc- - 


ceeding time: in which we meet 


# every where with aged Infants,. I 


mean ſuch, who when for the time 


ought 
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i 
| Heb,5.12, ought to be teachers, bave need that 
| one teach them again, which be the 
firſt principles of the Oracles of God, } 
[ and are become ſuch, as hav: ne:d | 
of milk,, and not of ſtrong meat ; who 3 
| notwithſtanding havebeen conflant 4 
hearers of Sermons for divers years ' 
together, ſome twenty, others for- | 
ty, and ſome perchance morezthat | 
| we may juſtly admire and be even | 
| aſtoniſhed at their dulneſffe and | 
| ſtupidity in learning. Doe we not | 
| conſider how unſutable this Kkinde | 
if of teaching is with the mindes of 
the rude and unprincipled multi+ } 
| 
| 
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tude to make them $kilfall m the 3 
word of righteouſneſſe, it being: 
all one in effeft, as if a man ſhould. 
ſeek to raiſe a frame of bnilding 
where no foundation is laid be. F 
fore, or to nouriſh an infant with 
ſtrong meat im ſtead of milk which is | 
proper for him, becauſe unable to Þ 
x Eor; 3. bexr the other, as b:longing to them 
2. © thatare of fullage, even thoſe who by 
Heb. 5.14. reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exer» 
ciſed to diſcern both good and evil? 7 
Wherefore in them alſo is fulfilled 
the Pcophelie of Iſaiah, which faith, 


By 
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By hearing ye fhall bear, and ſhall w_ Mat. m. 


wnderſiand ; andſering ye (hall ſte, and x4, 
$ ſhall not perceive. For this cauſe ſo 


-d © many of the Nation at preſent be- 


2 2} ing children in underſtanding, are toſſed Eph. 4,14; 


3 to and fro, and carryed about with 


every winde of dedrine by the ſleight of 
men and cunning craftinefſe, whereby 
they lye in wait td deceive, frxing on 
nothing long through the weak- 
nefſe of their judgement to diſcern- 
what they hear, and want of red- 
ſon to maintain what they embrace 
as truth; although upon tryall we 
have found. ſomeof their deceivers 


& or falſe teachers like thoſe 2 Pet. 2 Per; 3; 


3. 16. UVilearned and unftable them- 16, 
ſelves while they boldly took, upon them 
to inſtru and guide others, wreſting the 


. © Scriptures both to the deftrudtion of their 


Diſciples, and of themſelves ; or like 
# them, of whom the Apoſtle S. Pau! 
= ſpeaketh, 1 Tim. x. 7. Deſfring to be 
teachers. of the Goſpell (as they then 


Z didtobe teachers of the Law) aud yet- 
' 7 underſtanding neither what. they ſay ,nor- 
? 17 whereof they affirm. But indeed their 


bf pretence of an immediate calling 
| from Godby the motion of his 
| Spirits: 


England's Reprover. 


_ * 


Spirit to the work of the Miniſtery, 


and gatheripg of Churches here on 
earth like that in-heaven- glorious, 


mt having © ſpot or wrinkle, or any | 
ſuch thing ; but boly' and without } 


Eph 5, 27, blemiſh; together with their ſtrange 


outward . confidence and preſums ; 
ptuous oftentation of themſelves in | 
a buſineſſe of this high: nature, far | 


exceeding the meafure-of their ins 
ward parts or pifts-of minde, ea- 


fily begat in -the weaker fighted } 
and unſetled brethren an anſwe- | 


rable opinion or erroneous be- 


- lief of them, that they were ſuch | 


in truthas they 'were in ſhew, or 
profciſed themſelves: to: be, who 
G1].4. 14. therefore received them as Angalgof 
Gad, even as Chriſt Feſws : When as 


they were indeed no other then # 


z-Cor ur, falſe Apoſtles, deceitfull workers, trans» 


13. forming themſelves into the Apoſiles of | 
; Chriſt, Wherefore many pious and | 
learned Miniſters - do no doubt, | 
though happily. too Jate, ſee their | 
failing in omitting the neceſſary ® 
and beneficiall exerciſe of catecKi» | 
ſing their younger people, anddo | 
bewail ic-in - the- daily - defeRtion | 
which. 
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which is made from them to tlieſe 
novel ſeducers. 

But what help and remedy can 
be found to cure the preſent, or 
prevent the future growth of. this 
almoſt general] contagion ? For 
although ſome have attempted 
now. at length to put the ſame in 
praiſe for this very endand pur- 
poſe: yet they could not bring 
it to paſſe according to their .de- 
fire, partly through the pride and 
arrogancy of ſome, much lighting 
(and yet as much wanting) this in- 
feriour kinde of inſtru&ion; partly 
through the baſhfulnefle and ſhame 
of others, conſcious to themſelves 
of more Ignorance then did become 
their riper age, or Ghriſtian edu- 


; cation; and.partly through that 


laxe and boundlefſe liberty which 
theſe times allow to all men in 
point of duty and conſcience, 
whereby every one doth gratifie 


®Z his own will and humour in Re- 
Z ligion, holding that in opinion 
= which ſeemeth to him beſt, and 
& doing that in order hereunto 


which liketh him moſt; in the 
mean 


over them in the Lord, and both 
able and willing to afford them 
ſpiricuall help for the furtherance 
of their faith and ſalvation of their 
ſouls. | 

A third inſtance T ſhall take from 
the Anniverſary faſt of Lent, and 
other weekly faſts or daies of abſti- 
nence from fleſh : the originall of 
which T ſhall not now diſpute, 
becauſe it hath been already ſuf- 
Gciently done by many, the uſe 


I ſhall briefly examine, yet not the 
ctvill (which is manifold perchance, 


and much concerning the pub. 
0 


Tick goodof humane ſociety) but 
that. which is religious or tending 
thereunto, and this no farther 
then may ſerve my preſent purpoſe, 
knowing how far men much more 
learned then my ſelf, and through- 
Iy acquainted with this way have 
travelled therein. The uſe then of 


- theſe faſts in order to devotion, 


is the chaſtening of the fleſh, or 


x Cor, 9, as the Apoſtle exprefſeth it, 1 Cor. 


*7. 


9. 27, Keeping under the body, and 


bringing 
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bringing. it into ſubjeJion, namely, to 
the Law of the Spirit, by ſobriety 
and abſtinence, as appeareth from 
verſ. 25. Secalſo 2 Cir.11.27, Now verl. 25. 
that this diſcipline and exerciſe of 
the body is very profitable for the 
ſubduing and maſtering of thoſe 
corrupt luſts, and inordinate mo+ 
tions of concupiſcence which do 
evermore accompany the pam» 
pering of our fleſh and fulneſe 


thereof, experience as well as 
Scripture dath manifeſt unto us. 
For where do we finde more laſci- 
viouſnelſe, wantonneſſe, and uns» 


cleanneſſe of defire: where do we 
ſee more levity, and laoſneſſe of 
haviour, then in great. houſes 
abounding with wealth and plenty 
of all things ? where there is idle- 
neſſe and fulnefle of bread,riotous 
eating of fleſh and drinking of 
wine, tables continually over- 
ſpread with coſtly dithes, and 
ſuperfluous varieties of meat, the 
choiſeſt dainties which ſea or land 
can affordat the ſeverall ſeaſons of 
the year, theſe miniftring fuellun- 
to the fire, andag it were oyle _ 
tne 
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the flame of finfull luſt and-indiſ- 
poſing the ſonl to ſpiritual! 
watchfuIneſſe and ſobriety, as ap- 
peareth from Luk, 21. 34 On the 
contrary, they who feed ſparingly, 
and drink moderately, and in 
ſtead of grofſe dict uſe that which 
is flender, and leffe cheriſheth the 
body, eſpecially at certain ſeafons, 
and ſometimes impoſe upon them- 
felves the harder task of abſtinence 
from meat, or faſting, are in no 
wiſe ſubje& as the rms to the 
defires and motions of evill con- 
eupiſcence, and experimentally 
finde in themſelves a better diſpo+- 
fition both of body and of 'minde 
to the worſhipand fervice of tlieir 
Maker. And howeyer we can in 
no reſpe& commend, or approve 
of the Faſts of the Romiſh Church, 
as being too ſhort for the time, 
and ſerving rather to ſharpen and 
prepare the appetite for the delica- 
cies of a Feaft, then to bridle and 
chaſtiſe it: for as muchas after a 
ſight forbearance of meat, they 
proceed to the dainties of a luxu- 
rious banquet : (and therefore q 
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lam informed, the Germane nobi- 
lity heretotore thought no time 
more convenient for to viſit their 
Biſbops, then their Faſting daies, 
as affording them better entertains» 
ment then ordinary) yet thoſe 
Faſts wherein we truly and un- 
feignedly aflit our ſouls before 
the Lord, are very commendable 
and uſefall exerciſes of piety and 
devotion. Butnotwithſtanding thus 
much and much more may be ſaid 
in the defence and commendation 
of regular and well ordered Fafts, 
(in which hypocrifie is not added 
to ſuperſtition, as in the Ro- 
miſh praiſe, and an abſolute 
neceſlity of obſervation with opi=- 
nion of merit afhxedto them,as in 
their do@rine) and in like man- 
ner of ſet times appointed for this 
uſe: the Antiepiſcopall party.could 
never be brought to conceit well 
of Church Faſting daies, much 
lefſe to thave them in eſteem, or to 
keep them as the reſt of their bre- 
thren did. Butexprefſed an utter 


diſlike of them uponall occaſions, 
where they might utter their 


thoughts 
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thoughts wich ſafety; and ſo 
far were they from obſerving 
them according to order, that ma- 
ny of them at leaſt would take 
theſe daies to chuſe, for the eating 
of fleſh and for more then uſuall 
feeding, in oppoſition, no doubt, 
to the Biſhops and their party, 
who were ſometimes very hot and 
zealons in prefling the ſtri& obſer- 
vation of the ſame on the inferior 
and middle ſort of people; ſome 
whereof, and thoſenot a few, had 


them in the greater eſtean for this 
reaſon, becauſe the other did vili- | 
fie and deſpile them, yea therefore 


aſcribed a'kinde of morall holi- 


nefſe to meer bodily abſtinence 


from meat without any addition 
of inward fſpirituall devotion to 
it : an opinion of very dangerous 
conſequence, though | utipercei- 
_ of thoſe with whont it reſt- 
eth. 


A fourth inſtance we- ſhall bor- 


Tow from theciiſtorie of genuflexien 


or bowing of the knee to God, in 
-our*- common ſupplications and 


prayers; the which though in times 
paſt 
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paſt obſerved with awfull diligence 
of thoſe who came into the Con- 
gregation, and of neceſſary uſe ti]! 
in our devotions,when no juftcaufe 
doth diſcharge us from it, where- 


.by we may excuſe our omiſſion 
thereof, as being commended by 


by God himfelf, and commanded 
unto us, by the exemplary pra» 
Qiſeof his Saints in all ages, yea, 
and of Jeſus Chrift himſelf, when 


he lived on the earth, ſec Pſal. 95. PL, 95.6,7; 


6, with 7. (where the reaſon 
or argument alledged for the 


| ation, is worth our ſerions con- 


43 


fideration) *and Mat. 26: 29+ with Mat.26, 


Luk, 22. 41. hath been fora long 39. 


time intermitted as needlefſe and Luk22» 


ſuperfluous by many of the Anti- ** 


prelaticall brethren, who can pro- 
duce nothing of weight, or which 
hath in it the leaſt ſhew of Scrip- 
tare ground for it, but have been 
led herein as in other things by 
their own will, or rather wiltul- 
nefſe in oppoſition to their adver- 
faries. / And whereas men generally 
ufed at-their firſt*enitrance into the 
Church to'addrefle themfelves by 


private 
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private prayer to the Almighty 
for preparednefſe, no doubt, and 
aſſiſtance from him in his publick 
ſervice, witneſſing the inward deyo« 
tion of their ſouls by this humble 
poſiture of .theig bodies : now for 
the moſt part they ruſh into the 
Aſſembly wich leſſe reverence then 
they uſually do into the houſes 
of their familiar friends, at leaft 
of thoſe who are in any degree 


ſuperiour to them; and what is 


yet more ſtrange, they deride and 
ſcoffte at others who approzch 
with religious manners, to the 
ſolemn performance ofdivine wor- 
ſhip, and againſt common ſenſe 
would be thought and pretend 
themſelves to be greater Saints 
by far then the other in the pre- 
ſence of God, becauſe more irre- 
verent in their behaviour then they 
at the ſame time in the fight of 
men,as if the religious demeanure of 
the body on this occafion, were re- 
pugnantto the holy diſpoſition of 
the minde, and not rather ſubſer- 
vientto it, and expreſlive thereof; 
oras though we could not __—_—_ 
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the Lord with the former without 
ſuperſtition in the latter. And 
however we have preat cauſe ts 
fear it of maty, and they boldly 
charge as much upon their adver- 
ſaries account, that they did chiet- 
ly,ifnot wholly,place the worſhip 
of God in this exteriouror bodi- 
ly exerciſe of religion, and there- 
fore think they have ſufficient 
cauſe to omit or reje&t the uſe 
thereof: yet this doth no more 
free them from this tye of outward 
ſervice, then a greater obligation 
doth exempt us from the perfor 
mance of a lefſe, according to that of 


our blefſed Saviour in another caſe, par, 2g; 
Theſe things ought ye to have done, and 23, 


not toleave the other undone. Each duty 
claiming from us its due eſtima» 
tion, and our obedience neceſſary 
to both, without preferring the 
lefle to the greater,or in honour to 
the greater, deſpifing, or layin 
afide the lefſe. For nocommand- 
ment of God may be lighted by 
us im any cafe, how ſmall ſoever; 
neither tray-we count the leaſt 
unworthy- of - our obſervation; 
*% C ſee 
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ſee Mat.5.19. Now as wedo plainly 
perceive .from -what hath been al- 
ready ſaid, the cauſlefle prejudice 
of this a@ive and violent party 
againſt thoſe who difter-from them 
in judgement and praQiſe concer- 
ning the holy things aforementi- 
oned: ſo we may take notice withall 
of the high conceit which they 


entertain of themſelves in relati- | 


on to.the:publick ſervice of God, 
appearing. by their forbearing to 


invocate his name. for his .grace, 


and afliſtance in this weighty bu- 
lineſſe after the received manner 


'in the .congregation, and neg- 


leting thoſe externall ations and 


. geſtures . of the body, whereby 


alone they can teſtifie unto -men 


the internall reverence and humi« 
lity of the ſoul, as though they 
were ina continuall preparedneſle 


_ or readineſſe for the a&s of divine 


worſhip, or needed not the ſame 
with other men, at ITeaſt not thoſe 
meanscommonly uſed by them for 
this end and purpoſe, - as being 
improper for men -of their ſtamp 
.and unbeſeeming ſuch as them- 

| ſelves 


* 


=. qt FF =}jf TW. SJ CERES ENCE 


11. 


HIS 


ne 


S 
Ed 


J(- 
for 


2.S 


yet 


7 #F% S# A. @ & £& ak Bo fn ble 


England's Reprover. 


47 


ſelves were, who had attained to 
a: greater meaſure; both of know- 

ge and of ſanity then the reſt 
of their brethren, or thoſe whom 
they accounted of no better then 
of meer naturall and carnall men. 
For this cauſe their - Miniſters 
would not (as the cuſtome for- 


 merly had been, and was till ob- 


ſerved by thoſe of the contrary 
part) privately implore the help 
and bleſſing of the: Almighty upon 
themſelyes' and the work which 
they were forthwith to- begin im- 
mediately... before their prayers 
with the people premiſed to their 
Sermons, , but commonly.at their 
firſt entranceinte the Pulpit,with- 
out: any fſignall reverence ſhewn 
either to.. God, whom they did 
repreſent in that place, or to the 
Auditory, whoſe care and burden 
lay. 'upon their conſcience, or ſenſe 
of the great difficulty and labour 
of their. employment, ſate them 
down-until the Palm was finiſhed; 
whereby, no. doubt as well as by 
other. 6milſions of like nature they 


gave no {mall occaſion to the peo» 
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ple of thinking lefſe honourably 


both of their perſons and'of.cheir 
calling, then they . did - in for» 
mer time, and openeca wide: gap 


to that irreverence and profaneneſle 
which are now every where- viſi- 
ble in onr Church- affemblies. :-- 


- To this inftanice I 'thall'-adde 


another of like nature fron the 
uncovering of the headin thecon- 
gregation at the time of publick 
devotion, and cuftome Hi6t decent 
only and reverent - it it! &W Even 
by the light of natare,; 'and well 
beſeeming the Majeſty- of God,but 
warranted alſo and _— by 
his word, as appeareth froth< r Cor: 
t1:. verſ, 4. with 9. And how the 
. contrary praftile of thy '''neighs 
bouring fſifters may be reconciled 
with this precept, Tam as:yet"to 
tearn: ' As for thine own chil- 
dren, they even glory in their 
ſhame, when not as maſters,but as 
ſcholars; not as teachers, but as 
Diſciples, they fit covered at their 
moſt ſolemn holy tmeetings,withs 
ont difference of place, degree;ape; 
feaſon;' vr bf any - perſonalF rela- 
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tion whatſoever, as if they might 
fecurely and lawſully ſlight their 
ſuperiours in this place, becauſe 
they give not God his due ho- 
nour here, or withdraw that re- 
ſpet from them in the Church, 
which they yeeld unto them every 
where beſides : although we have 
known ſome, and thoſe not a few, 
who have preſumed to fie covered 
in the preſence of God at ſuch a 
timeas this; but whena great per- 
ſon hath come intothe Afﬀembly, 
have honoured. him with the uny 
| covering of the head, as though 
civil] refpe& towards a mortall 
Prince, were to be cxprefled by 
more evident figns of ſubmiſſion 
foom the outward man, then re» 
ligious worſhip cowards the im- 
mortall God. Surely it may well 
amaze an indifferent perſon, to 
confider that the youth who al- 
waies ftandeth bare in the ſhop, as 
well in bis maſters abſence as pre» 
fence, and that in token of ſubje- 
&ion, and feryice, which by vir- 
tueof hiscovenant he oweth to his 
maſter, ſhould neyerthelefſe ftand 
G3 and 
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and fit 'covered not only in pre- 
ſence, but alſo -in conference with 
his grand Maſter, or Maſters Maſter 
which is in heaven? And is not 
the caſe thus here, when the Mi- 
niſter prayeth or praifeth God in 
the words of the Pſalmifi, as he 
frequently doth? At which time 
every one almoſt is vailed, who 
notwithſtanding, preſently con- 
demn themſelves in this very thing 
which they allow, foraſmuch as 
they all uncover the head when 
the ſame Pſalmes are ſung by them 
only changed into Meeter, and 
that perchance for the worſe, cer- 
rain it is not for the better, ag if 
the tone or tune could afford juſt 
cauſe of this variety and difference 
in-reſpe& of outward carriage, and 
reverencetowards God,or the ſame 
attention of the minde, - affe&ion 
and devotion of the heart, were 
not due from us to the Lords 
Word, when the Miniſter readeth 
It in our ears, as when we our 
ſelves utter it with our lips; and 
yet the moſt preciſs ſeem to ſcruple 
at the one, but ſtartle not at all 

| at 
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at the other, however the ſame 
reaſon appeareth for buth. Where- 
fore we cannot imagine lefle, then 
that this covering of: the head in 
the congregation, where infirmi- 
ty or fickneſle doth not plead for 
It, tendeth to' the diſhonour of 
Feſus Chriſt, whoſe ſervants we 
rofefſe our ſelves to be, eſpecial- 
y atthis time,and to the contempe 
of his meſſenger repreſenting the 
Office and: Perſon of Chriſt be'ore 
our eyes; ſurely, thisis nor tocall 
the boly of the Lord honourable, as we 


finde ir Iſa. 58. 13. but to make Iſa.58 13- 


him a reproach. 

A fixt inſtance we ſhal take from 
the Lords day, by ſomc called the 
Sabbath, with a 'good meaning 
perchance, but not without im- 
Pry of ſpeech, becauſe not 

nown by this name, either in the 
primicive times, or in the ages im- 
mediately following, for ought as 
I can learn ; but FE ſhall not can- 
tend about words. That which 
is obſervable of: the day to our 
preſent purpoſe, is the different 
eſteem and obſervation thereof 
C 4 wich 
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with the two adverſe parties, the 
one aſcribing too much, the other 
too little unto the ſame, the one 
keeping it with almoſt Jewiſh ci- 
gour and extremity, the other af- 
ter a looſe and formall manner 
at the beſt; (to omit their unchri- 
ſtian profanation thereof upon ſe- 

verall occaſions) and each walking 
contrary to other in their pra- 

iſe from the ſpirit of oppofition; 

as well as from other principles. 

For although it be no eafie matter 

to aſſure our ſelves, much leſſero 

convince others, that this day is of 

divine inſtitution, as the ſabbath 

was among the Fewes, and we 

ſhould beloth with many to give 

the ſtrict outward obſervation of 

the time preheminence above all 

other morall duties and. aQts of 

Religion, (in which reſpe& as E 

remember ſome have thought a 

ſlender trefpaſſe or offence thereon 
- worthy to be expiated by the 
death of the offender) yet ir can- 

not be doubted again, but that 

thersis a neceflity of ſeparating or 

ſetting apart- ſuch a. day as wy 
r 
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for the: hanpyr and publique war= 


ſhip. of God, as well in regard of 
humane wickedneſſe as weakneſle; 
and of their pronenelle to ſuper- 


flicion ,and : Acheiſme, as well as 


| of their worldly byſineſſe andem- 
ploymentz the which they would . 
never intermit ofthemn{elves, with + 


out: the reſtraint laid upon them, 
or elſe wholly. beſtow the remai- 
ning time upon the  ſeryice of 
their own lufts and finfull plea- 
ſures. Wherefore they cannot be 


excuſcd, who in times paſt looſed 
the reins of diſcipline to the peos - 


ple yet more (when God knows 


they were too remilſe already) and - 
permitted 'them free - liberty to - 


ſpend a part, and that not the leaſt, 


of this day in yain '{ports + and 


paſtinzes, ſcarſe beſeeming a bride» 


ale -or- marriage feaſt, much .leike - 


ſach a ſeaſon as this of which 
abuſe, a Divine of the: Northern 


parts: ſent thicher by: the King: to | 


preach the Goſpell 'thege, doth 
greatly, bur juſtly complain in an 
Epiſile to the Biſhop of Ebeſter, 
as that which did exceedingly 

| C5: hinder 
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hinder the courſes of Religion, 
and fruftrate the fruits of thetr 
Minifteriall labours ; and: withall 
obſerves, that they who did moſt 


aber and maintain publick piping 


and lafcivious dancingon theLords 
day, were the open and profeſſed 
enemies of onr Religion,” Of fo 
| bad conſequence are theſe merry 
ſundaies (as-aprofane perſon once 
afteAionately called them; ſaying, 
that it wasa good time when they 
did enjoy the former liberty ; but 


for whom, I cannot tell; except . 


it were for him who is tlie author 
of all- evill) in which we ſow 
unto the- fleſh, and not unto the 
Spirit; ſerve- our: own laſts, and 
not the- Lords wilt. Wherefore 
it is needſull- that this firſt day of 
the week-be in due manner-obfer- 
ved by us-inall places, eſpecially 
conſidering that-from the Apoſtles 


_ - time hitherto it hath - been con- 


ſecrated by the Church of Ghriſteo 
this holy uſe, | 


+. A ſeventh inflance we ſhal borrow 


from the Lords Proyer, the which 
we muſt acknowledge for the mw 
an 
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and perpetual] pattern ofour ſup- 
plications unto the worlds end. 
And yet, how much -hath it been of 
late decryed and -vilified by ſome 
Not as needleſſe only, -but as hurts 
full alſo ? Who have. therefore re- 
jeed the uſe. thereof in publick 
Afﬀemblies, and derided hoſe who 


took. pleaſure. therein,and others 


have layed it afide-for fear of dil> 
pleaſingthe powerfull party,how- 
ever they: ſtill approve-it in their 
jadgement, and ho done by their 


| wag heretofore. Many pretend . 


or the diſuſe: tkereof, that . the 
people did: idolize it, and impute 
a. kinde of holineſſe to the bare 
ſaying or repeating of the ſame: 


the which, ſuppoſing it to be-true, . 
can in no wiſe warrant their omiſ- 


ſion' of this form, it it be good, 
much lefſe their preaching-or ſpea» 
king againſt itz forif we may con» 
defun- every thing as bad in it ſelf, 


or- noxious to us, becauilſe.is. 


may or doth occationally prove-ſo 
through our perverſe; ute or abuſe 


thereof, what can eſcape our cen» 
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2. Tim, 4. 
46: 


yea [hall we-not-then very often 
Ii, 5.20-7all evill geod,and good evill, put dark 


ne{ſe.-for light, and light for darkneſſe, 
mefſe for- bee, and ſweet - for bitter?” 
The patience of God we know is 
abuſed daily, and his grace turned 
into wantonnefſe by wicked and 
ungodly perſons, and yet ic were 
the height oftmpiety to think the. 
worſe of either for this- reaſon, 
the: fault: ſolely reſting upon man. 
Tn-Iike manner every .creature of God, 
which (as the Apoftle witnefſcth, 
1 Tim. 4:.4-_) # goods and nothing to 
be refuſed, if i#-be received with - 
Yhanksgiving, is made ſiabjett- to or 
vanity and vorruption, and become 
the idolf of our pleaſurable, or of- 
onr -profitable Jufts. How much 
better were it therefore for the Mi- 
nifters ini this caſe ro ſhew the peo- 
ple their errour or failing. inthe. 
uſe ofithatwich is good,. then' to - 
poelkſſe them with a falſe.opinion - 
and 'wrong coticeitiof the thing 
ſelf -as-evill;] andto be avoided of 
them, the which - they aſe nor. 
d:xterowſly,. and as they fhould. 
Bur Cackis, and cvor will O—_ 
hy. Qrce . 
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force of faftion and ſchiſme in the 
hearts of men to make them-oppo- 
fite one to another in judgement 
and in.-praftiſe, without and againft 
all reaſon: whatſoever. The which 
Hſo we may further | diſcover in 
the length- and: brevity of their 


_ prayers, in the manner and. matter 
of their - praying, in. the affefted. 


difference of tone and yoice, of 
words or formes of expreſſion, of 
geſture and behaviour in the as 
of ſolemn worſhip, and ſuch like, 
with eafie obſervation. 

And ſo far hath their malice 
proceeded one againſt another,thac 


neither of them would by any- 


means admic ſo much as praying 
for the adverſe .party, though ex- 
preſly - commanded by the precepts 
of the Goſpell,” but.openly curſed 
each the otheras deſperate enemies 
of God and of his cauſe. 

And now I ſhall -crave leave to 
addrefle my words unto thy ſons, 
according to their ſeverall orders 


and. degrees: entreating them all 


to bear with the rude plainneſle 


of. py counſe]l, and not to be of- 


— 
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Fended-at the liberty-ofmy reproof, 
being free from malice and bitter- 
nefle of- ſpirit, from partialicy, 
from guile 'and hypocrifie. And 
firſt] ſhall dire my ſpeech to.thoſe 
who were the chief Rulers of thy 
People, and acknowledged by ma- 
'ny for the ſame unto this preſent 
day. Thetime was when no man 
durſt mutter | 9 Rr Teſſe 
reprove you openly for what you 
did amifſle, thn heh of your ho- 
nour, the: intimacy of grace and 
favour ye had with the Prince and 
(that which doth for the moſt part 
everaccompany fo great felicity)an 
anſwerable- opinion of your own 
vertue and ' worth, would by no 
_ meansadmic of this boldnefſe and 
-prefumption in .inferiour perſons, 
.how well” meaning ſoever; and de- 
voted to the ſervice of your 
powerand place in the Church of 
Chriſt. As for others; there- was 
cauſe ' enough : perchance, why. ye 
might except .againſ their reproof, 
as proceeding fron pride, fation, 
hatred,orcontempt ofyour perſons, 
and government; tending to the re- 
| | proach 
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proach of your authority & exer- 
ciſe thereot,or dire&ly intended to 
defame and make odioug both your 
ſelves and adminiftration with the 
people. And as it was no ſmall 
crime in' theſe men to kick againſt 

our authority, when it was at the 

igheſt pitch : fo it would be no 
leſſe, if not greater in any;to ſparn 
at it now, when -it isat the loweft 
ebbe, much moreto trample upon 
it lying as-it were in the duft: 
For what could favour more of 
inhumanity and: cruelty, then thus 
to deal with a - profelled enemy ? 
Wherefore, far be it from me to 
inſult uponyour faln dignity,orto 
uſe this freedome towards you 
with any private finiſter reſpe& 
unto my felf. All that I aim at, 
God knoweth,-is this, with filiall 
reverence and love. to admoniſh 
you of what you ſeemed formerly 
to be ignorant, - at leaſt not- ob- 
ſervantaccording to your Fatherly 
dutyz- and:for - which 'we ought 
now- to: be | humbled, ' that God 
may be glorified. And indeed how 
happy had it been for yous __ 

an 


Chriſt committed to your charge,, 
i ye had in. times: paſt duly Jaid 
theſe things to heart, which 1 ſhall 
at-this-preſent offer to pour views 
not from ;any; confidence of reaſon 


and know] in my {#If, more 


then 'in you, or in. any meadure 
cquall unto that which remaineth 
with you» -Þut- from an. alurance 
' that. ye wene then blinded: with 
worldly. interef} , and- therefore 
sould 'not:ifo clarly ie; as was 
needinll, your many failings : or 
may atxhis day,iince the hand of 
. the Lord bath been yery heavieups 
on: yoeu-to'chiften : and- try you» 


god (as we hope) nat- ophy for 


your own private inſtrution and 
peneli, but for the common good 
of his whole Church: and people 


alſo in time -to:come, who wait - 


with patience ypon him who hath 
promiſed that 19ll . things ſhall work, 
vegether. for.:goedi9 thei that love bins 
19-them that art arlledactording ta bi 


purpoſe, And pow with what depth | 
of ſorrow; ought. we to recount © 
your. pat errors,- partly chrovgh - 

 negle&+ 


_ 
and. likewiſe! for - 4he flock of 
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neglef of. duty , partly through 
abuſe of power? God the wiſe 
diſpoſer ot all things in the world, 


| Was pleaſed to ſet you as fo many 


greater Luminaries in the firma-» 
ment of his Church, there to ſhine 
forth by the raies of pure Evan» 
gelicall do&rine, and by the glo+ 
rious example of holinefle for the 
Ulumination and direftion of his 
peoples. you he appointed as grand 
Inftruftors and Teachers in the 
Schooke of Chriſt Jeſas to inform 
his Diſciples concerning his Law 
and will, xo reform them (when 
need did ſo require) by the rod 
of his diſcipline, But were ye 
faithfull in your truſt 2 did ye di- 
ligently inftru& the ignorant 2 
ſeverely puniſh the diſobedient? 
endeyour to reclaim thoſe who 
walked diſorderly , and contrar 


' tothe Goſpell? Did ye'reproveall 


indifferently ? cenſure all impar»- 


tially ? not reſpe&ing or conlide- 


ring the perſons, but the crimes of 
men deftinquent? _ Thay ye were 


violently bent againft fa&ion and 
Khiſme, againſt fingularity and 
nOn- 
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non-conformity 3 all confeſſe, a 
few excepted, who thought no- 
thing too much, yea nothing 
enough in this kinde,how oppoſite 
ſoever to Chriſtian mildeneſfe, 
prudence or conſcierice: But in 
the mean-while by reaſon of your 
connivence, or ſupineneſle. in the 
Epiſcopall office, - ignorance,. and 
ſuperſtition, every where miſled 
the people; and canſed them to 
wander in darkneſſe, not. knowing 
whither they went : Profanenefſe 
like a rank pernicious weed over- 


ſpread the field, and: vineyard of 


ie Lord; and as it fares with plants 
of different natute and qualicy 
growing in the fame ſoile, which 
oftentimes vhrive the better one for 
another, becarſe the: one ſucketh 
that moiſture and nouriſhment 
from the earth, which are impro- 
per for, or perchance deſtrufive 
to the other : ſo it came to paſſe 
Here; for the profane and vicious 
lives of thoſe who ſtood up in de- 
fence of your government; occafi- 
onally gave encreaſe and added 
frength to the oppoſite faſtiouspar- 
| [Y, 
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ty, who alleadged this as one main 
ground of their ſeparation from the 
church,that thoſe who adhered to ic 


were for the moſt part unworthy to - 


have communion with any orderly 


well governed Congregation of 
Believers,becauſe of their looſe and- 


ſcandalous manner of living, the 
which for that they could not 
redreſſe, they did pretend ar leaft 
they were bound thus to ſhun and 
avoid, as hatefull to God and to 
good men. Wherefore ye did not 
carefully ſeparate between the pre- 
cious and thevile, but conſulting 
with fleſh & bloud what ye were to 
doe in this caſe,thought in hamane 
policy, to break the power of one 
party, by ſtrengthening the hands 
of the other, or not binding and 
reſtraining them with the cords of 
Ecclefiafticall Diſcipline. Thus 
while you- oppoſed profaneneſſe 
againſt ſchiſm, or did letthat looſe 
at this, or - ſecretly favoured and 
upheld it in hope to ſupprefſe the 
later by the former, the one grew 
too ſtrong by the violence of op- 
poſition for your ſelves, and _ 
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for the Church in order to peace 


and holineffe. 
As for your labour in the work 


of the Miniſtry, how little it hath 


been for many years together, it is 
even aſhameto mention, ſome of 
you wholly exempting themſelves 
from this neceſſary burthen of their 
calling foyeaſe and pleaſure, others 
ſuppoling ita task and imployment 
to0 low and inferiour for them , 
as men intirely addiged to the 
government of the Church ,' and 
of another (phear farre aboye. the 
labauring Minifter ; the reſt for the 
moſt part flightly or ſeldome hee- 
ring it with their ſhoulders,” and 
laying it afide preſently ,- as thar 
which concerned other men, - and 
not themſelyos any longer then 
they liſted, ' op tbeir fuperonrs 
impofed the ſame upon them. And 


thus far it had been, or perchance 


might have been pardonable with 
men , had care been taken by you 
to ſee this wark duly performed 
of the Clergy in your ſeveral 
Dioceſes, and Cities of Refidence, 
er 50 provide able and bs Paſtors 


for 
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for the people throughout your. 


particular Congregations,or paro- 
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chialt charges wichin-the litics of  * | 


your juriſdidion. But alas / there 


were not wanting of you, whodid- 


not onely wink at the wilfal neg- 
le& of their inferiour brethren in 


this main point of Miniſterial duty, 


but did countenance and favour 
ſuch as were moſt peccant. therein, 
judging them moſt averſe from 
faftion, who were leaft conſcious 
of. preaching to-the people, and 
faireſt. friends ro the preſent go- 
yernment; who were looſe enough 
(God'knoweth) in reſpe& both of 
cheir' office and:atſo : of their ton» 
verſation whence it canie to paſle; 
that very many 'who' profeſſed 
themſelves for you in' the time of 


triall, were ignorant and. diflolute 


men, diſhonouradle to your party; 
arid: indeed to Chriſtian Religion, 
the which they did continuallypro» 
fineby their words and: works: ſo 
unſuceable is humane policy with 
Evatigelicall fimpliciry ;- and (un- 
ſuceeflefull when' * is uſed arany 


thine x0. ſupport and uphold !tbe 


regiment 
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regiment thereof, And in ftead of 
ſending forth meet Lebourers into the 
Lords harveſt, fit Paſtors into his 
flock , you diſmiſſed thoſe who 
were idle iſhepheards , loving to 
ſlumber, given to ſlkep, altogether 
like your ſelves, carelefle of - the 
Lords heritage, either unwilling 


if able, or if willing unable, or 
neither willing norable, rightly to_ 


divide the Word of Truth, gi 
them. their portion in due { 
As for thoſe to whom God. 


oven both ability and will to” 


preach the Word, ye permitted 
them not the freeuſe and exerciſe 
of their gifts: . but forbade them 
to teach the people. as often as they 
ſaw it convenient or neceflary for 
their edification ; and though yee 
did at firſt commendunto them the 
way of catechiſmng the younger 
ſort, as beſt beſeeming their wanc 
of yeares and experience in - the 
word of righteouſneſfle, allowing 
them ſome liberty & laticude bere- 
in;yet afterward(Iknow not.upon 
what grounds, or for what reaſon) 
yeſo far limited and reftrained-the 

p<5y — Miniſter 
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Miniſter in this pious and profitable 
praftiſe;thatye didina manner take 
away the key of Knowledg from the 


people, or make ituſeleſſefor them Lud, »x, 
10 that they couldnot enter iuthereby, 52: 


And herein remarkable is the 
jndgement ofthe Almighty towards 
you, in that he hath made ſome of 
thoſe unworthy members inſtru=- 
mentall to your downfall, whom 
contrary to reaſon and conſcience 
yee authoriſed for a work to 
which :God never called them, 


—— promoted to that honour,of which 


they were uncapable, cither for 
your owngain, or to gratihe your 
Officers and domefſtick ſervants, or 
your friends aud favorites, or for 
other ends as bad as theſe, beſt 
known unto yourſelves; For who 
have more raiſedand maintained a 
party-.againſt you , then- ſuch as 
theſe? or have been” more ſub- 
ſervient to thering-leaders of fati- 
on then they ? or more diligently 
ſcattered abroad the ſeeds.of ſchiſm, 


.and oppoſition againſt government 


in the Church of Chriſt, of which 
they have ſeen plentitull a 
| an 
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and have found ſucceſle of this their 
labour, if not above their defire , 
yet ſurely beyond their expeRati- 
on,' notwithſtanding it be hard to 
ſay whether their indigency of 
parts, or want of ſubſiſtence was the 


greater > which no doubt. at firſt. 


made them ſo plyableas they were 
to popular will and humor. 

But yewill reply, that the Ca- 
nons of the Church were not ftri& 
or ſtraight enough to debar unwor- 
thy perſons. eſpecially in point of 
learning, from the Office 'of the 
Miniftry; befides that you admitted 
none unto the work, but thoſe who 
were commended unto you for 
their ſufficiency andability, in all 
reſpelts, for this ſervice by letters 
Tefſtimoniall from the LIniverfity, 
or from Miniſters well reputed and 
reported of: in.the Dioceſe from 
whence they came, -or where. they 
lived, in former time. - But who 
knew not, (and your ſelves more 
then any.) how inyalid and weake 
this:teftimony was, being now re- 


dyced to a meer formality, by the 


cuſtom and nianners of the times,as 
corrupt 
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corrupt in this particular praice 
azinany other whatſcever,' Again, 
did ye ever apply yourſelves to 
the:Supreme Power of the . Nation' 


| for the-reftifying oftheſe Canons, 


or at anytime fought to reverſe or 
alter them in your ſolemn Con- 
vocations? ' Whether ye did thus 
orc no, I cannot well tell, but 
of this I amaffuced, that nothing 


was reformed: afterward) in your 


Ocdinations, it being as free, and 
indifferent for all who came as 
ever. And ſuppoſing that thoſe tefti« 
monies might probably cary with 
them ſome right and credit, were 
ye;therefore to forbear your own 
ſearch into the parts and gifts of 
thoſe men whom they did com- 
mend to your approbation ? and 
not rather to enquire more nar- 
rowly inta the Truth, and fee how 
far : the commendation 'did agree 
wich the Perſon of whom it was 
made; or how well it did ſute with 
bis learning and life ? Conſidering 
that the-account hereof was chiefly 
toreft on you, when . the generall 
Day .of reckoning. did come before 

GH} 2 D the 


td. — 


79 


—_ "IS OSS OO: Eon Io —" COS 


—— 


England's Reprovers 


Qua———_— 


E -* 2 Tims. 


22, 


chief Shepheard and Biſhop of aur fouls, 
. The, lkeexcuſe ſome-trameifar 
the grofſe :corruptions :of your 
P:crogative;Conrts, for:comnibtas 
Gone; "@juft partiall; and unrea« 
onable cenſures of excommunica- 

tion, iffuing forth from. thence 
upon offenders, for:unkawtull (to 
{ſayi\no more) :ſuſpenſtoh of: the 
meaner and poorer ſore from the 
Ordinances of Chriſt -Jeſus ,, 'foy 
ftion-payment, or rather diſability 
of paying pecuniary mul&s and fees 
impoſed on them,” and without e- 
quity; cxa&ed-'of them by your 
profane 2nd greedy. Officers. They 
pretend the power of the Chancel- 
lour to. be diſtin and - ſeparate 
from that of the Biſhop in many 
points of fpirituall juriſdiftion, 
and therefore exempt from it, 'or 
uncontroulable 'by -it , however 
proving illegall and exorbitant in 
the proceedings thereof; whether 
uſe and'cuſtome had thus determi- 
ned of the matter or no, I am as 
yet to ſeek ; but this I take for 
ccrtain Truth,that the Chancedlors 
power .at the firſt was in'Levery 
reſpet 
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reſpe& derived from the Biſhop , 
and afterward wholly depended on 
bis will,. notwithſtanding it is 
otherwiſe come to paſſe in to] low- 
ing ages by the negligence or 


abſence of the Biſhop from the * 
ſeat of his Dioceſe. And in caſe 


they, had in proceſs of time,thus in- 
croached upon the Epiſcopal Sa, 
it had been an cafie matter for you 
the Biſhops, to have reduced again, 
& confined them to their ancient/le- 
gal bounds upon complaint thereof 
made unto the Prince, ſhewing the 
great neceſity and common benefit 
of ſuch a change, and alſo iy your 
Synods, as occafion ſerved, and ſo 
have freed the Church from this 
iniquity and oppreflion of men. 
And ſurely it may ſeem ſtrange to 
any conſiderate perſon, that yee 
who did ſo much ftrain your au- 
thority for the introducing of new 
ceremonies into the Church of 
Chriſt, (favouring of ſuperſtition, 
and: begetting jealoulies ' in mens 
mindes of Popifh innovations in+ 
tended by you) without prudence 


- or conſcience, and uſed it ſo rigo- 
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rouſly for the enforcing of the old 
upon many ill-affefted to the obſer- 
vation ofthem , abſolutely requis 
ring conformity to the Church Li- 
tufgy in everypoint of al men(not» 
withſtanding rebas ſic ſfhantibus & pro» 
fligata Diſciplina, ſome forms thereof 
werenot applyable to diverſe per- 
ſons) would not extendit to the ut- 
moſt meaſure for the ratifying of 
thoſe great abuſes which had by the 
inſenfable degrees crept in$ corrup- 
ted the true primitive Diſcipline , 
that every-tranſgrefſor might have 
bin-cenſured,according tothedeſert 
andicandal ofhis crime,without re- 
ſpe& had to his perſon or place in 
the Commonwealth,as it is in other 
reformed Churches of. different go- 
vernment from this under which 
we live. But Court-employment, 
Seate-flattery & ſinful complyances 
with great Perſons, were the main 
tets, which hindred you from the 
due diſcharge of your Office both 
in Preaching the Word, and cxer- 
ciling the the Rod of Chriſt accor. 
ding to his minde and will , while 


ye thoughtin carnall reaſon ſuch 


means 
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means as theſe moſt effeftuall for 
the acquiring and retaining of your 


greatneſſe,and deſpiſed thoſe which 
the prudent {implicity:ofthe Goſ-" 
pell did offer and commend unto 
you. Wherefore it is no wonder if 
vice did reign there, where flattery 
did abound, and that in the chiefe 
Minifters and meſſengers of Truth , 
If injuſtice and oppreſſion did bear 
ſway,where one and al were tavgit 
not what they ſhould and ovght 
to doe according to their cCu-y 
and conſcience towards God, bur 
what they could or might doe by 
power without controule from 
man; If men were ſecure in their 
ſins, where peace was proclaimed, 
and war to be denounced againſt 
them z where a profane compa- 
ny heard nothing for the moft 
part decrycd in the Pulpit, bur 
tation, from which perchance they 
were alone free, And what could 
be expeted from the common 


people but blinde ignorance, love. 


of pleaſures more then of God", 


greater repard of this world, then. 


of the world to come, when . ye 
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their chief Leeders cauſed them to. 
erre, not onely through your 
negligence, but alſo by your cx- 
ample, falling farre ſhort of that 
integrity and holinefle, which was 
conſpicuous In the aftions and 
ſufferings of thoſe, who were not 
long before you reſident.. in the 
ſame places of dignity and prehe- 
minence. For although they lived 
upon earth, they had their conver- 
ſation in heaven, 'and ſhone as the 
ſtars of heaven for brightneſſe, not 
onely in their life, but in their. 
death alſo, which was precious in 
the ſight of their Redeemer. As for 
you their ſucceſſours, yeappeared: 
in compariſon of them but dim and 
earthy lights; and I would to God. 
ſome of you had not proved falfe 
likewiſe and deceitfull to your. 
brethren, whom ye perverted from 
the way of Truth and Peace by your. 
own departing from it, doing quite 
contrary to what your ſelves tanght 
and profeſſed before the people ,: 
' preaching contempt and hatred of 
the world co: others, ' your ſelves 
continuing inthe meah while. faſt 
| EX friends 


England's Reprover. 


75 


— 


I" 


friends: of- the-warld , :xxhorting 
thear tg beconie!{pirituaJÞ and as 
Angels, when ye'werecarnal. your 
ſclves 'and: walked as men, ſhewing 
them the way to heaven with hearts 
and eyes fixed-on:the carth. For who 
more iminoderate an rheir cares for 

thethingsofthis bife-rken:you? who 
more 'eagertin chepyyſuit of riches 
and honour ?: more tenacious in 
withholding good from the owners 
thereof: then your ſelves? who 
were ganove; ſebiupon':the uſuaH 
counſe.oÞinviching abovermeaſure, 


andxailing your families'on' high? 


XK az: dignityror ofice worth the*he- 
ving,fet within the compaſs of your 
Dioceſe, who.was: preſently judged 
of you moreworthy':tp poſſeſſ» and 
manageiiet;; then'a(dny or a nephew, 
ot ackinfwan;': or an Allye? al. 
thongh they: weremany times alts- 
gether \uncapable' of the honor and 
eruſt.to. which ye preferred them th 
the: hayſe of God); : either:becaufe 
they wantedability. of parts requi>- 
Kte:thrrewita, or” had; nor as yer 
attained td, maturity of yeapy-being 
Se, much paſt:;thein'nonage; vas we 
" t Dy, have 


S 
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have. known ſome of them tobe,or 
in all reſpe&s.undeſerving perions; 
And yet men of ape and experience, 
eminent alſo for learning and 
piety, . muſt ſtand unveiled before 
ſuch as theſe, . to receivedireaions 
and commands from-::thet; w 
whom they were able and fit to 
give the: ſame, who through the 
jaſt judgement of the: Almighty 
have been fince- asmuch and 'more 


.onely. what - wat: this: if 
.effe&, but cohonour your ſons a« 
| bove the Lord, as Eli did ;. while 
ye did chus prefer naturall affefti- 
on. £0 {pirituall duty: andthecaare 
tor. a child before the welfare of the 
Ehurch? Sutie vor vobir! atrendere 
&: rei veſtre populi vox eſt, ſatis wor 
firenue ditandis filiie, dotandis filiabus 
Atlendere, tam vero wor hac 'ex- parte 
.attentos eſſe ut heredign-magna wobis 
attentio,, ſucceſſorum = (&-:# 
Ge exigna oft," aliqua oft uu pre 
heredum attentione, nulle: ſit © ſuccefſo- 
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rum. Thus a Prophet of your 
own (Lancel. Andr, conc. ad cier.) 


and in this reſpe&, much morea 
Prophet, that he forewarned' you - 
ſo long agoe of the preſent cala- 


mity which is -now come upon 


you in theſe words, Enim -ve v nift. 


- vos wobie hac parte cavedis.y optime 
Principis gratia z Proce:uli favor, Le- 
gum terror "diu vobis :cavere nan pote= 
Trunk —S1 dorina Iudtbrium eſt, ſt. 
vita ſcandalum, fortaſſe nin mamento 


uno non ifu- oculi , fed ſenſim tamen : 


fſeneſcet, evaneſcet; tendet ad. interitun 
Ordo roſter, D208 adirie tug] x, Gr0>- 
ods. How far differentthe Apo- 


les carriage in-the work of the- 


Miniſtry was from: yours (whoſe 
ſacceſſours notwithſtanding - ye 
were)let one ſpeak 'or them al,and 


hear ye him. Our exhortation - was 1 The{z, 
adi” of deceit, &c. not as pleaſing men,”3, K& 


&c. For neither at any time, 
uſed. we flattering words, &c. nor of 
men, Oc. But we were gentle, &c. ſo 
being affedionately, &co. wherefore 


God hath profaned the Princes of the © 
ſanfuary, ( or, holy Princes ) and ' 
beve- given Jacob to the: curſe and// 
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I rael to: teproaches,, And what hee 
threatned of. 01d is brought to paſs 
this day upon you, that they who 
1 Sam.2. deſpiſe him ſhall telightly efteemed. And 
pn becauſe his people were deſtroyed for 
= Hol46,7. Jack, of knowledge, ye alſo rejetted 
knowledge, the Lord hath rejeed you, 
that ye ſhould be no Priefts to kim , 
feeing ye babe forgotten the Law of your 
God, be alſo hath- forgotten your chil- 
dren, As ye were increaſedſoye ſinned 
againſt him : therefore hath he changed 
Fob 149, your glory into ſhame. Who is wiſe, 
and he- ſhall underſtand theſe things ? 
prudext, and he ſball know them? for 
the wayes of the Lord are right , and 
the juſt ſhall walk, in them, but the 
tranſgreſſcurs ſhall fall therein.. 
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Hos great-in alt likelyhood 

© 4 had the happinciſc and;glory 

of the Cburch been/ unto: this:day s 

and: nbr:the Cliurchas:gnely; bus 

yours:alſo;;had ge-al1; po :the 

Jame thing\ſtil}- av at: þ6; firkty; and 

that; there: had btene no (diviſions 1 Cor.1, 

amongſt you, -butithat ye hatt- beer 19. 

perfedly .juined together _ in. the; ſarnd 

minde, endcin thel ſatne judgement;ac's 

cordingtortheApoltolical} precepe, 

&: Cor: 1-19. Mutually cotifpiring 

with, one con (eris ro-pronote' the 

Truth and Peace at the: Guſpell,bp 

the puricy of dorine; and ./boljs 

nelſe;of /cxawple,: prefercing [theſe 

<9 iiclaſe> worldly: interefts;':and 

carnall ends of. pride ; — 

ftrife:;. covetoutnefle, andidetare: of 

-pithemfinence aboveyour brecthreus 
35 yea 
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yea _ _— might ne S 
ceive. of peace 

our hot and peat os eonteritions 
about that which hath not been. 


dre ingchnicerofars 
nur ey a e 


endeavour. in you towards - the 
po erg of your __ ang of 

opular differences in: judgement . 
« L to-the minde and will 
of Chrift Jeſus? ©' But alas 1:50 -is 
greatly: to be' feared, '!the! breaches 
are ſo-wide-thace-itpaſſeh humane 
induſtry or skill to make them 


—"_ z this-being a worke..of 
his 


wiſdome, who knoweth all - 
thingy, and of. his power, who - 
doth all things, as; ſcenteth? beſt-co 
kis :godly- will: For. chat which - 
moſt 'hinderethy this defired union 
doth fill fand:inthe-way,z Name- 
ly, the unwearied- praftice of p of pows= 
erfall, ſubtitle, andſeper Agents 0 
boncinue and: enlatge\ your 'divi 
even. to the atter-confuſion. 
anddeſolation ofthe Church,And 
—— co God your owne difat-. 
feRion. 


' 
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fetion- unto. peace z! errour from 
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.the'T cath. and —_— conyere + 


ſarion: in- reſpe& of | Evangelicall 
purenaeiſe and perfe&ion , did noe 
to0 _ further _ —_ de- 
fipnes — theſe men. 
F2r doh 'not' the ame fire of. di» 
te : nea]| fi; burn in che 
aſts, and flaſh ſomerimes' inthe. 


- mouths of thoſe, who did heneto- 


fore. ſet -all- 'on -a- flame? | is not. 
your-power rather reſtrained then 


your will: reformed ?. and'iÞ there © 


.a-change, is it: not:becauſe: of 
your'preſent condition, notfrom 
your: inward diſpoſition and affey 
Aion? to preſerve the fruit of 


falſchood and the reward. of | unrigh- Jude 11; 


teouſneſſe; after which -yee have gred- 


ily ran with Baldam,: and Ipray God 


ye priifh nat in the painſaying of Core. 


Can yoube'ſo 'vaine-as' to imagin-- 


that the ſpecious pretenſes , and 


plaufible excuſes 'wherewith: yee. 
have ſmoothed the' eares- of men, 


to! make way for theit: good con» 


ceit of your bad proceedings, will 
-finde like: ao God - 


finde like. acceptance - wit 


the: fearcher of the heart? Surely 


Jon 
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of things up fide! down ſh 
{gh as\the | otters 
blayi'>:Now! ſizchSs1hel(e gi aswell 
as others, have: riſen of your:'own 
ſelves' in the-lt arid: wortt:age of 
theworld; fpeak] rje!things At 
giinſt the: :Dd&tineyDitcipline 
:0t 
Þo no rm T0 drituti away Dijciplei 
afier thei, :;as it is 48: 202 hand» 


your” turni 


| _ the word ot Choi ſt deceitfullys 
an 


forriing : their. Da@riqe: not 
according. 10  krinparcitonlaot 
Trip bus akcrtheir-own'tancy, 
andias is mightibeſt) ſait with: : the 
ptcſenhumoite,; andipaſlion of the 
giddy: multicude , preaching , or 
 rathee crying:up one. point of do 
-Arine:: to. thedi{paragement- of a> 
'nother, Faith: to-thie. on ing of 
charity and" good © worker x: of irepen» 
tance and mortificatian, as though 
there was no neceſſity of theſe in 
-order to ſalvation: becauſe::nort 
concurring, with/Faich.in the buſt 
-neſie 6f juſtification »Inſontuchas 
fome-have been-tradudced by : their 
:foTIowery as Popiſhly: affetcd!, for 
naetherycealon;: but for: that op 
i 
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did incnleate and preſſe wpon the 
conſciences''of men in cheirkomi- 
lies: or | Sermons the "duties ! and 
workes of ſanCification;as neceſſary 
in our Chriftian praftice. both in 
reſpe& of Gods command and mans 
obedience ducunto'it, and alſo of 
the. heavenly. reward; + notwith- 
Randing nothing can be imore con- 
ſonant then; this do&rine to the 
precepts of Chrift Jeſus. In like 
manner: they limited the gracious 
A& of Divine Predeſtination ,: to 
thoſe of their own ſe& or faftion 
oncly, as ifthey alone had been the 
truly called of God, the reſt: -of 
men no better then caſtawayes ; 
for ſome of their diſciples, and 
thoſe not weakly principled ac- 
cording to their falkion; have in 
our .hearing accounted” of others 
who did notadhere to thetr- way, 
as of carnall, or at the beſt* but 
meer civill and morall men , who 
were perchance partakers of com- 
mon grace, but aliens from that 
which they term Speciall, andis of 
a ſaving virtne, Neither have there 
been wanting thoſe -who. have 
| proceed 


"> 
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proceeded yr$:farther like 4be falſe 
Prophets of 01d;% falſe teachers an 

the. pcoplenow: under the Goſpell. 
forttold; by the Apoſtle S.Peter,pri- 
vity bringing in damnable hereftes, ever. 
denying the Lord that bought them, ( as 
it- is | to; be feared )- bringing, wpon - 
tbemſelves ſwift deftrntion : the which 
becauſe f tobe: mentioned, I 
ſhall paſe:by at the: preſet, and 
the rather for that many have al- 
ready. more then ' enough en- 
larged themſclyss-uppn. this ſub+ 


. | As forthe wiiverſelity of Redenpti- 
on, and /tevy of Ro tO ace 
cept or to reject divine grace offer- 
ed to the choice thereof, with ſuch - 
like doQrines agreeable. to: theſe, . 
of: direftly., 'thwarting the ſame, 

nat to becomprehended perchance. 
by manduindarſtinding, at leaſt nor 
to be: cltarly evidenced or proved 
unto cither oppoſite party by any 
deduftionsef reaſon from the word - 
of God, fo far. as to fatisfic all obe 
Jeitivns;. ter pee all or 
ming repugnances' of controverte 

places, {the which both adyerſa« 
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ries hold forth as their beſtweapons 
whether for defence, or for:offence 


! in chis fight)- what fierce conten+ 
} tions and hot difputes,. to ſay no 


more,haye ſome raiſed about theſe, 


as if Solus ecciefie did wholly des | 


pend upon 'them, [and not reſt ap= 
on & ſure foundation; of evidence 
and truth; enlarging the power 
= f CE 
to 2 1 capacity 0 icei 

or refuſing grace, tendred/'unto it 


according 'to: its, pleafiure 3.1 while 


others did as! much: contra and 
limit ityor.-rdther Indeed utterly. 
deny it this: pretetded liberty, as 
inconſiſtent with primigeniall cor» 
ruptiun-and privation of originall 
righteouſnefſe,common to all who 
naturally deſcemkkd from the loyns 
of: our ' Parents, and> being in 
wath nothing lefſe thena ſpirituall 
death "of that living foul which 
Gad firſt breathed into mortall 
fleſh; one part maintaining the dis 
vine decree: concerning mans falva» 
tion/ or damnation to be abſolute 
xn God, the other to be conditÞ 
onall in. nan, grounded upan pre» 


viſion 
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vifior-of faith! and obedience in' the 
cle&,ofunbeliefatid difubedicticeof 
the xruetr in thuftvthar ire repro- 
bate;and fromihence endeavouring 
to ſhake the others-confidence and 
cerratnty: of perſeveranceunto 'the 
end, the whicktheyalid apprehend 
and-apply outito/'thetyſetves! from 
the: mmutability:'of Gods couns 
ſelk:'>purpoſe, andTwilll; -: tir the 
meanwhile, what ſhiftings and fals 


lacies have been uſed of: both to 


holdheir:groiumdz!i and:;covade 
br <kide tho forcerofethbiladveria> 

ries reaſon, inforadehas ſome have 

taught-themſclves: and otlices to 

ſay in defence of therabfolure des. 

cree, as juft and: equall inic ſelf 

contrary to'the:exprefſe: word of 

Ghriſt kimſelf,- Mar +36 4. that 
it is:becter'to have being. though 
Its !endteſſs: rorments:: under ' the 
wratly of the'Almighty; then 'not 
to be at (all: a meer ſpeculative 
nicety of Metaphy ficall heads, and 
-cov/.{nnalFawyer whereonto hang 
the )\weight oof: Tucks1/a) contro» 
wtrſreo? :2 03 12:9 93 bot) whe 
-- Bur what did "the'people _ 
y 
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| by/ chef&mutuall' combars:andfie- 
ry skicnilſhes betweers their =__ 
tuall leaders ?.: They mighc hap» 
| pily learn from them'to diſcourſe 
| and argue amifſe concerning mat- 
| ters too high for them; to' live 
| wellithey could'not, this being a 
| buſinefle of aftionznot ofcontem- 
|  plation; of rea}l praiſe, not of 

| verball diſpute :- whereas had th 
4 both laid afide theſe ſublimated dif: 
ferences, or diſcuffed ' them upon 
; occafion . with meekneffe: and: ſo- 
© brietyz - ſpending) their time and 
| painsin teaching the people thoſe 
truths of ſacred Scripture which- 
all are bound to know, all to be- 
leeve and obey upon neceflity in: 
order to ſalvation, both themſelves 
and they: who were'inftru&ted by 
them, had | without all: queſtion: 
received much- more comfort and 
benefit, -then they did,' or have 
; done, fince theſe ſuperlative my- 
f ſteries or points of Theology firſt 
/ gave: occafion to' the- doubtfall 
diſputations,. afterward agitated 
between the tearned of both faCti- 
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.\Of amore infetiour nature,but 
not anlike; conſequence have your 
eager diſputes, | and fnrious con« 


teſtations | been '- concerning the 


Church-worſhip, and outward cereme+ 
wies thereof: Some of you crying 
them up above meaſure and be- 
yond: reaſon, :in your Sermons to 


the -people; others crying them- 


down as much beſides, and with< 
outreaſon when-opportunity fer- 
ved their turn; and both negle- 
Qiog in the mean while the more 
weighty | duties: of: your: calling. 
By which omiſſion and impradence, 
ignorence and” fation , ſecretly 
crept into the Church, faith and 
a good conſcience became vileand 
of little or no efteem with men, 
while every one m—_ it reli- 
gion; enough to be zealous! for his 
own party, and guocung; mode, ta 
honour and adyante it, not con- 
fidering whether the way were 
warrantable or no, as it uſually 
comes. eopalſe in deſigns and aRi- 
08s. 6fthisnature, And however 
ſore of you were: much reputed 
of for yourfrequent and painfull 

| dili- 
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| diligence in the work of che Mi. 
” niſtry 3 yes what a pious Biſhop of 


the firſt reformation aid of Popiſh 


F: preachers in his time, that happy 


were the people if ſuch preached 
ſeldome : the ſame may we ſay of 


| you, unleſſe ye had more aimed. 


at peaceand holineſke, then ye.did 
in your ordinary and prolix ora- 
tions to the multitude. 5 

And here we may in.no wiſe 


; paſſe by withaut obſervation, the 


firange levityand inconftancy, thar ' 


Imay not call ittreaquery*,. of mas * ſee Ze: 
py of- you, who having juſt now phan. 3.4, 


as:it were atteſted your- approba» 
tion of the Churches . Dofrine 
and Diſcipline, both by orall pro- 
feſſion, m— by manuel] ob» 
ſcription, (yea, and lome hijgt 

extolled the ſame; in the — 
gregation, as perfett and. exat in 
every reſpect) preſently (with- 
out the leaſt account given to the 
world of this ſudden and unex 

Qed change?) condemned both, the 


' one as erroneous in fome points, 


the other as vain and ſuperſtitious; 
and what may. ſeem yet more 
ſtrange, 


—__ 
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ſtrange, became as in a moment vi- | 
olenr perſecutors of their fellow*' 7 
Miniſters, who out of conſcience 
of their —__ r their firſt faith, * 
and adhered to their former prin- 
ciples. And yet theſe are themen 
who arrogate to themſelves a/grea- i 
ter 'meafure' of knowledge with 
ſan&ity of life' above: the reft of 
their brethren, eſpecially thoſe of 
a different minde and judgement 
from 'them, concerning externall 
rites of divine worſhip, wherein 
- - - they hypocritically and falſly com- 
-- © - plyed with' them, ' till -they had 
gotten power into their hands-to 
do' without control] contrary to | 
what they proteſted and praftiſed 
before. But the mercilefle crael- 
ty, -which © they had' ſhewn to 
their fellow labourers-- in Gods | 
harveſt, and their miſerable fami- 
lies utterly impoveriſhed, or ( for 
ought they know or _ r- 
chance famiſhed by reaſon of theſe 
bold unjuſt intruders into their *' 
lawfull poffeſſions, if there were | 


nothing elſe befides, doth ſuffici- 
ently declare (notwithſtanding all 
| their 
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; their: fair pretencesand profeſſions 
' 7 of: -holinefſe) that whey {afe in Mar.y,rs, 


wardly -vavelting.wdbies, hoW: ever 
they: appear? outwardly: in; ſheeps -elgs 
thing\')T his> having: been. alwaics 
the' garbe of falſe Prophets, by ſoft 
words and {modth carriage to con» 


_ calitheirfalſhood atld wyickednelle, 


the morecaſtly toiwpole apan the 
jienorant:and undifcenivg people. 
Thei Lord reform : them; -that he. 
may 'forgive them: :!::' | y 
Butalthough theſe-men were ſo 
clamorons and-loud: in: the Aﬀem- 
bly againſt :atieir adverſaries, and 
maintained: the: ws with :more 
then ordinaryceſolution, ſore-of 
you were quiet enough, and in- 


deed more then encugh; 'I mean 
thoſe ſilent, yet not ſilent minifters, ; :: --:/ 
whoſe chara&er.we finde, Iſai. 564i 1hi; 56, 
10,11... For as. in other reſpeCts 10,11. 


there: .mentioned; they were' like 
unto thoſe! watchmen condemned 
by the Prophet: ſoin this as well 
as in any, that they all looked to. 
their own ways every one: far his. gain 


- from bis ,quatter, and: for the'fame; 


end many times. as: they did, -ex-! 
to preſſed 
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— 


preſled- verf. 12. They: cared not or © 
© the flocks f©& they might. ; 


them(elves with: che: ty every 


' Benefice they had, was uneo; them 


Mar, 23.4. 


a fine-curd, for they careleſly de+ * 
ſerted their congregations, and ei+ 
ther committed the overliight of 
them co-men altogether. unskilfull 
and 1 5-9 if 

ighted by chance. upon men 
ba thre; oroaks and fit for thiswork, 
who alſo made confcience of doing 
their duty, and diſcharging their 
office 'according. to that - power 
wherewith God had enabled thern, 
labourthey might, but ſcarce eat 
for-their pains; ſo. little encou- 
ragement were they to expe@& from 
from theſe hard taskmafters, who 
did binde heavie burdens and grievous to 
be born, and lay then: on the poor Cu» 
rates - ſhoulders,:' but: they. thamſelves 
would not-move them” with ene: of their 


fingers. And yetnota few of them 


were ingenious men, and eminent 


for. learning, that we may well 


wonder, how they-do ſo:much for- 
get' their own education, and ſo 


lietle- commiſerateand regard. men 


of 


ROO 5 


nad. 
* 
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4 of the ſanje habic and ' profeſſion 
I wich .chemſelves © but chiefly thac 
I-they:; did ſo. much: deſpiſe :God 
1 from; whom they received their 


7 officc and truſt, and for which they 
$ wereſo ftraicly accountable to him 
$ at the. laſt day. - For could they 
I chink:it reaſonable, or In any re- 
ſpect warrantable from his Word, 
that hewho took not upon him the 
care of one Pariſh or 'Ghurch, 
ſhould- receive the revenues of two, 
or more pecchance upon occaſion, 
and theie far diſtant each from 
{ other ? or if never ſo near adjoy- 
| ning,ſcldomeyiſited by theJowner, 
and far removed from his thought 
? and [ſolicicude for their fouls? 
* But the wiſeſt menarenotalwaies 
| the beſt, neither is learning the 
| mother of grace at any time, and 
| many times deſtitute of this bleſſed. 
companion :. wherefore God: hath 


quſtly caſt.you forth:of-his inhbe- 


{ ritance with .contemprt andſcorne 
from yourcnemics,and turned it to 


j -others,. while: divine cbaſtiſements 


.are. upon, you; :for your: ancient 
- floth, _— aby fed: wealth: and 
| plenty, 


| tte tn. 
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;plency, ard other high- offences } 
againſt-'his ſacred Majeſty. And : 
oh that: yewcreas ſcnliible-of your 7 
ſins:as «ye are''of your . punifh- 2 
-amcn:s.: Yeamuch more grieved-for # 
the miſcarriage of your lite and F 
atuſe of | your calling, then: for 
ate-Toffetctyour:eſtates, for that 
.l am ſure doth more concern? you 
ten this; and thus to reſent your 
errours is cogain. by your lo 
and.cobcne'ivby yourpain, -- -. 
«1:1 have butra-wordmaretodpeat + 
unto you, and I ſhall conclude. : 
Ic is -concerning your lives: The } 
which '1 would ro God -werenot 7 
ſo well:obferved and known of the © 
*people to your prejudice and idit- ; 
honour, as : generally'/they : ate 
throughoat the whole:land, for ' 
then ſhould-I with reverence” to 
your calliog, gladly paſſe by-your 
Faiiingsin falence-: But the dimneſſe 
Mat. 5.74 of: /ight cannor; be concealed; 'and'a 
ety that 'is ſet on an hill canaot be hid. 
: Ye every where complain, and not | 
without cauſe, that. ſcorn, and re- 
R_ are-caft '1pon; you; by-the | 
. baſeſt of: the people,: thatimen de- | 
| G tain \- 
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rain your right fcom you-con- 
trary to" Law -and' conſcience.: Bue 
"Our 7 contider with' your ſelves whether 
th ye have not exceſlively deſerved 
for  chisuſage from them at thehands 
and Þ of God. | For what do they yee 
tor # ſee, or have ſcen heretofore in mai 
bac ny of you worthy of imitation or 
/oU F honour? Have ye lived after the 
Dur # pattern of your own do@rine,and 
tie, # nor _ Gone by bog EX 
-, 5 ample, whatye built up by your 
cax | reathing ?'For ye who eat Hied 
de. holy contempt of the. world unto 
he { others, were your ſelves lovers. of 
Ot } the world; ye who exhorted others 
he 7 ro ſelf:deniall; and obedience of the 


it- } Goſpell, did your felves lead lives 
re * unbeſeeming the Goſpell of Chrift 
or } Jeſus; yerhat were above: others 
wo *' in reſpe&of your office and place 
ur . | inthe Church 'of God, Yid' oft 
ſe | times live, bencath' the meantſt'of 
'2  *them,who werecommittedto-your 
d. | "charge, being infamous for- your - - - 
Ve pride 'of lite; lightnefſe and Hoof 
O- \neſſe of behaviour, excefſe' of wine 
te -and- ſtrong *drink, and for other 
Po 


crimes diſhonourable in the Jife 
S317, E 2 of 


ay 


— 
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1.9.16, 


» 
*. 


| ot thezeaneſt perſon protefiing the | 


' yer ſo well grounded on the-word 


--worſt ſort oftheworld. Alchougt 


alſo  . that -gre , them, 
(hall certajply bedeftroyed / in the 


Goſpel], much, more ,in:the con+ 
verſation. ofa Paſtaur..-Now what *? 
in all probabilicy.could be. cxpe- * 
.&ted from theſe courſes, but that, ? 
the peqple would at length enter- | 
tain &low opinion of your ſelves | 
and calling, yea, ,and, of, Religion | 
it:{clf?as we ſee it come to palle 
this day. Foraſimuch-as they live 
after. your example, and pad ny: - 
account of yqur precept, be it, ne- } 


of truth, or powerfu'ly laid home | 
to their :con{cience by the paſſion | 
and cloquence, of the, ſpeaker: ſo ? 
little zegard have men for the-moſt 
part to the words of their ſpiritua] 
Jeaders, and '{o much to : their © 
works, eſpecially, when agrecing 
with that ae diſpofition or * 
carryption, which is predominant 
;In-the..mindes. of, the major, an 


-not, only the leaders of the. people 
.which cauſe them to Aba but they 


end, | ; 
Theſe 
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| Theſe things '1 write' nor t6: 
ſhame you, buras my beloved'bre- 


7 thren I warn you, not ay an' in» 


' Þ firuRer, bur. as a' felſow-diſciple 
Z with you ofthat one/and' only Mau 
#Z fter Chriſt Jeſus;' And, witriefſe 
# the common Father of us all, in 
S mcekneſſe and- fincerity of love. 


Accept therefore I pray you, my 


# plain, but wholfome counſelf,fea- 
2 fonable, though ruile' advice, af- 
7 f&ionate, thongh not affeftedac- 


| cording tothe faſhton'ofthe times. 
5 Be henceforth\pure and' nneorrupe 
# Im your' doQrine, ſpeaking” not 
2 whar humane paſf 

} unto'you, but what ye have 


10n-may ſuggeſt 


Ecar- 


- ned from the wordof truth : noe 


dt. & 


; 
Ps 


- . 
ne 4 


* cryingdown the Law (asthe man- 
; rierof ſome is) under preterice of 


advancing the Goſpel, as though ' 
the Law were againſt the Pro- 
miſesof God; and not rather ſub- 


j fervient to them, bunt diſcreetly Gal 3.21; 


handling both accordingly as{-ye+ 
meeteither with' prond” and'obſti- 
nate, or with humble ard broken 
hearted' finners, that the' pate of 
mercy may not ſeem ſhar up' 'to- 
Neon E 5. wards. 
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wards theſe, nor a way laid open 
for Libcrtiniſmeto them, Do the 
work of the Lord neither deceit- 
fally nor. negligently, be unbla« | 
mable: in :ycur. lite, auſtere and ! 
gravs;in your converſation, juſt ! 
and 'peaceable in yourattions and 
dealings with men, peace-makers 
and peace-keepers, moderate and 
abftemious in the uſe of . bodily re- 
frelhments, not addiCted. to plea- 
ſures, liberall and charitable in ! 
miniftring to theneccſlities of the | 
Saints where ability is preſent ; | 
not. covetous: or greedy after this ? 
worlds good, when it is wanting, | 
much lefſe when it doth abound. ' 
- Be as far eminent above the yul- 
gar ſort for holineſſeof life, as ye. 
are already for dignity .of place in. 
the Houſe of God. Be admoni- 
ſhed and reclaimed from your ſins 
by paſt and preſent ſufferings, leſt a. 
worſe thing come unto you, and 
iniquity *prove your ruine. - In a: 
word, ſo-live for the time to come, 
as it behoveth thoſe who are now, 


1-Cor.4-9. if ever, made aſpeFacle to the world, 


and. t0- Angelry andtomen; that they, 
| "It whoſe 


' 


rs 
[ open 
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whoſe eyes are upon - you, may” 


o theFno longer think the profeſſion of- 


leceite. 
nbl2. | 


and 3 


_ juſt 


sand 


akers } 
Z thing (inthe. ; world;; That the. 
© reproach-which is caſt upon you. 
Z may ceaſe and: turn to your ad- 
2 verfaries; that ye may be bleſſed in 
#7 the work, whereunto the Lordhath. 
called you,.not in reſpe& of others; .. . 


ity or bare (hew'of halinefle with»! 
Zout- the ſubſtance thereof, Þut: 
Judge ic (as ir is indeed) a matter: 
FJ of greateſt - difficulty and - neireſt: 
concernment ta: themſelves of any 


is 7 only, butofyaiir. (elyes alſo; and 


Z not complain as one of your bre= 
2 thren noe many years agoe did un« 
! to his ſervant at his death, who, 
ye. 7} repreſenting to his maſter 'at his ' 
n. 2} earneſt requeſt. for comfort. from - 
2 him in the mid(t of deſpair, the 
* ſame conſolations, which accor-" 


ding to his office heuſually mini- 
ſtred to others in his life time, 
that had been in the ſame conditi- 
on with himſelf now ready to 
breath out the laſt: the poor diſs 
conſolate man replyed, that he 
well remembred what was ſugge- 
E.4 | fted 


Jhriſtco :contift: in a meer forma=- ; 


4 


CE a ee et RES 


ſted to his minde; - But alas! ' 
ſaith' he,'Idid not my ſelf then be- : 
leeve thoſe things to be true which | 
}-preached unto others, and there- 
fore cannot now finde' any com-' 
fort in them,when I moſt ſtand in 
need thereof. Finatly,my brethren, 
whatſoever things are' true, whatſorver | 
things are honeſt (ov venerable ) what- 

faevet things are jaft, whatſoever things" 
are pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 
whatſoever things are of good report, if 
there be any vertue,end if there be any 
praiſe; thinkontheſe things. '' Now tho 
God of patiznce and conſolation, grant 
you tobe like minded one twardr ano-' 
ther accordingts Cbriſt Feſus; Thur ye 
muy with one minde and one: month glori- 
fie Goal, evert thefather of ou! Lord Fei 
fur Chriſt. Tohimbeglory, Amen. 
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| Fo the Nobility and © 


Gentry 


I Shall: not: divide you' in my- 
reproof; and} counſell, however 
the Law and'cuſtomeof your na- 
cion hact' made a wide difference 
between: yous:;' foraſmuch; as ye 
bothare the' Nobility of the land, 
though: with. great inequalicy. of 
power, place,. and honvur in' the: 
Common-wealth,. eſpecially in 
former times. ' Butthe fimilitude, . 
or. rather parity of your (ins hath - 
broughr- you: into a farre nearer 
diſtanceoneifrom theother; or in-- 
deed made:\youi-oneand- the' ſame: 

for' guilt: and crime,  burh'/in the 
fight. of: God; and before men. 
Whereforel:alfo ſhall addrefſe my- 
fpeecli unto-you; 'as- to-one rank 
and order off men -inighe Scite, yes 
not; as a flattering Chaplain, or. 
domeſtick ſervitour-of yourgreate 


vo 
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nelſe, who- wait at your tables, | 
whom neceſlity, or. hope of bene<. ' 


fit- from you; or elſe tome other 


by-intereſt have taught ſeemingly, 
at leaft to admire your perſons, 3 


and to praiſe. you in. every: thing 
. yeſpeak or do; how mean ſoever 


it be, and many times worthy of F 
ſharpeſt reproof : .butasa true and | 


faithfull friend, who. have no de- 


pendence-on your favour, :and fear - # 
not ,your frown, commend that: 7 
truth unto you without partitali- 


ty or diſſimulation, which- doth 


more concern you then the free. | 


enjoyment of your large poſſeſſions, 
were the. compaſſe;and- extent. of 
them-according- to . your defire; 
much: more vaſt then: now it is- 


Nether do. I aſſume unto my ſelf. 


this liberty, becauſe of-your.pre-. 
ſens. low; condition. ; This 1 pity: 
and bewail,being my ſelf.perchance 
by-a Jong ſeries -anciently :deſcen= 
ded; from. the beſt : of: you, howe- 
'ver.nowa mean and. obſcure\per= 
fon, but with;duereſpet of-love: 
and .reverence to:iyour ſelves and 
families. Ye arezor ſhould be very 


em:nent: | 


_—_—_—— — —— ETC eee Lee ES ES IN 


In re 
nall.. honour annexeq chereunto, - 


6. 7 In - antiquity -anJ ſplendor of 
e; © your. families heretofore, in the. 
3. 2} valour and exploits of your pro». 
f } genitors;. but. do.. theſe tend, to, 
/ your, glory, ,and :not.: rather to. 
7. } your infamy -and reproach, who 
\ have ſo far degenerated.from your. 
= | ancefters,thatyeretain nothiug-of 
| them now,buttheir name with the. 


« {| outward hadgesor.enfigns. of theiv,: 
> 7 gentility; bei.des the fins and. vices. 
| ! oftheirperſons, which p.rtly plea«.- 


ſure,partly prokit,and part'y ambi-.- 
oallvg tion,., 


"_ & 


Ni—— | _ —_ —— 
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' do poſitfſe. And arenot theſe ſo 


tion have made as hereditary my 
your houſes, asthe lands which ye 


many-ſpots of your nobility, as ? 
well az of your Chriſttan ptofeſh-. 7 
on ? I meaniyour facriledge; con-' 7 
rempt ofreligion and'of the reli- 7 
gious, open> profanenefſe , and! Z 
ſcofling' both at the ſimplicity of 
godlinefle, andat the — ths Z 
ſm, ſwearing; pride of Vie, 'vo- * 
Japtuouſneſſe, exceffe of riot, 
unſatiate luſt, reſſion of your 
lients, boundleſſe covetouſneſſe, 
with others of the like nature,the 
which TI ſhallnor ftir at this time. * 
Fos how many ſervants and” meſ- 
fengers of the Lord, have with. 
their whole families" beerrreduced 
by your means to'worſcextremities 
then F am willing'to exprelſe,and .: 
could. obtain no: relief from you; 27 
without baſeflattery, andunfaith-s : 
full — = lewd 
aid finfull courfes-of Tife 7a thing 
every way: difhonourabſt” to'the 
calling ofa: Miniſter, fo near ap- * 
proaching unto God himſelf ay 
this doth. In the” mcan white | 
OY whiat: 
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5 what uſe ye made of the Lords 
portion forced from the right 
+ F ownerthereof,is ſufticiencly known . 
| to the world. Fordid yenot like 
: thoſe Aimnos '' 64.4, %C. lie pon beds Amos 6. 
' Z of Iva, '0r: of ſuch- choice: and 4 | 
7 precious matter as this, and ſtretch 
' & your ſelves upen your couches (or 
Z abound with ſuperfluities) and eat 
3 the lambs: out of the flock, and the 
' 2 -calves ot -of the midſt of the ſtall ® 
Z Did ye not chant to the ſound of the 
* will, drink wine out of bouls, and were 
not at all grieved for the afflilions of 
Joſeph ?: And: all this ſometimes, 
or the moſt part.upon: the Churches 
ſv. 7 patrimony ? Beſides this,/; which 
th | is as bad, yea much worſe; how 


ed ! _ poor ſouls, by this with- 
& >} holding ofgood-from: the owners 
d > period have periſhed: in the.land. 


1; Z through famine and thirſt; not a 
” famine: of bread, nor a thirſt for 
G ; water-bur:of bearing the words of the 
& {7 Lord; which have. becn.; either al- 
e / together. defiitute::of a teaching 
«= } prieſt, orcommitted; to :thecharge- 
of one as ignorant. as themſelves, 
to. fave your. purſes though whey 

| e: 
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the loſſe'of itheir moſt precious 


ſouls, the guilc of which will one. | 


day lie: more heavie upon. your 


conſcience, -then thought is now: ? 
able ro conceive,. much. leiſe; 7 
- tongue to expreſſe.. Andalthough, 7? 
the largeand ample revenue; thac 2 


ſome - of- you. enjoyed over an 
above: the lot of Choiſt, mighe 


well - have. prompted. to: you a. ® 
better mingde towards: his worſhip, * 


and the -Miniſters  thereuf:; yer 
neither this conſideration, . nor- 
the improſperity of your families, 
with thoſe ſtrange  remarkable- 
judgetnents- . ob{erved:; by. :: many. 
fromi/ the Almighty upon your 
houſes, have been | in the Teaft- 
meaſure'prevalent' wich. you for 

repentance and zeſtitution of what 
ye have-thus:: gotten or--actained 
from his \ Church unto this pre- 

ſent day. Neither will preſcription 

or time bear. you-- out;:1n this 

matter-:/- for. Nullam:: tenpus accurrit 

Regum -Regi 5 and'5f: the King had 

this preropativein times paſt, muck 
more doth it belong to God for 
eVeRs _ -/ | . 
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As for your: profaneneſle. and: 
contewpt of Divine Worſhip, bes. 
parent'and notorious 
wickednefſe of your lives ,. your 


* conivingat fin, in places of autho- 
, ® rity and publique Truſt, or indeed. 
2 (ſecret at: leaſt) maintaining and: 
Z incouraging thereof in the more- 
Z loole and vicious ſort of people,at- 
Z the-beſt, but weak and faint oppo- 
2 fition made by 
Z CAndin trath with what facecould 
2 yepuniſhor controulethoſe enor- 
7 mitics in other men, whereof your 
2 ſelves were more guilty then they 
Z in your own conſcience ?): Beſides: 
* theſe Iſay, let your irrever:ntand- 
2 irreligious carriage in the Church' 
{ of God atthetimeof ſolemn fer-- 
Z viceon his day atteſt the truth of 


ou againſt" ir; 


this charge,thewhich pgenerallywas- 


| far morevain-andlight, then did 


become Saints at any time, eſpeci- 
ally in the more immediate preſence- 
of the moſtholy, andiindetd: then: 
that, which: your. ſelves [would' 
expect from, your ſervants, or in- 
feriours in your private houſes, or- 
can. with patience. endure from 


them). . 
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. lain by this| ungodly: beliaviour,; 


their devotions;- and ftand! up to: | 
honour: you,” though: with the | 


' from any: if offered, or admitted 


is. a God' jealous of his honor,and- 5 


them. For 'whae whiſpering , 
ſmiling,wanton paſſages otgeſture;, 
diſcourſe,* and: other not fic to be 
named,. did fillup the meaſure of | 
that houre (and of your owne Þ 
iniquity). which-the Miniſter. did: 3 
beſtow: on praying! and preaching ? 
of the Word ? whereas ifyeatany: } 
time came into the Congregation, | 
your poore Tenants nm uſt intermic | 


diſhonour' of) their Maker; a reſpe& 
not to berequiredof any ar ſuch a | 
time: as this, no nor to be received 


by-any perfon- how- great ſdever, ' 
becauſe diſplealingiunto him, whot * 


will not: give his:glory to.another. 
New; liadit nov been: much: better 
far you 'in-re{fiett of: your: ownet 
ſoules, the which ye did:fo foully 


and'ofthe ſoules of your brethreng. 
Whomryedid ofknd and grieve,' op- | 
corrupt by your: lewd::exampley. 
and Jeſſe hateful} to theLordy nor 

to.. have becn preſent: at all at bis. . 


oy 


Ordinances : 


did Ftook' to be the priviledge of your 
ning | birth'andplace; andtherefore other 
any men were more cautious and 
10N, ſparing herein chenyour felves, or 
mt # made more: confcience: then you, 
 to' YZ of what they did at fſach a 
the Þ time, and in ſuch a place as' 
tt ÞF this is, | 
ha & - Ie ſeeme' incredible what” I! 
ved Þ have bee formed of 4 Peere' off 
ted. Þ the R yet I camor dif- 
ery XZ ceruft the eruth thereof,. bovh' for 
ho' '7 the Relatours ſake, and for the 
nd 4 refation: which is common in-and' 
ere # about that place whiere: he lately 
er Þ lived, - Hee ufed every Lords Day, 
ne Z when he went with his Family to 
ly) & the Church, to-have his Maſtive 
ry; | goebeforehim, with a' Marmoſer, 
Iy, or ſome ſuck! creaturenearof kin 
Dp F to this, npon the Dogs back; a 
ty. 3 firange Pa for fuch.a' ſolemni- 
tg ty, what his end and aim at was in 
8. . this I ſhall forbear to cenſure,be- 
s- $2,132 | cauſe 
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Ordinances, then thus groſſely to 
profane them? But this' impious 
efumption and | over-daring 
oldnefſe of fimmingand provoking 


; your Redeemer to: his Face, ye 
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4+ 


cauſe he hath: already Food or fallen: 
tohis own maſter. | = 
- Now touching your unneceſlary,. 
raſh, frequentand many times talic'! 
ſwearing, | by the tercible 'and fear- 5 
full name: pf the great God of? 
Heaven and Earth, and by his e- 
ternal] Son Jeſus Chriſt, equall to 3 
himſelf in; Majeſty and Power: 5 
(whoſe bloud and wounds , paſ-: 3 
fion., parts and . properties were # 
ſeldome or never mentioned by. 5 
you, but in this ſmfull 'way of; 
| nn and: your---uſuall 3} 
Precations of . his 'wfach- upon: | 
your ſoules, wherenoFWſt occaſion 
am ſure, if any at'all, were of-, * 


fered of ſo deep affeverations and, * 


roteſtations: againſt  yaur ſelves, © 
fore the faithfall-witneſſe,, and. | 
impartiall Judge ofall hearts: what | 
can we ſay of it, but that it wasthe 
Gentlemans ordinary Rhetorick, 
the common grace of his ſpeech , 
and the ſuppoſed Ornament of :his 


. diſconveſe 3 Oathes being with him 


pigmenta' orationis , wherein he did 
much glory, and whereof he. did 
make ſpeciall. uſe ( though bad 
311i, enough 
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J enough God knoweth) when mat- 
T ter of diſpute, or elocution did 


fail him, although -he might well 
conſider bow that : #bich is highly 


© eſteemed among men; it abomination in 
© the fight of God. And-ohi/the per- Evk.15. 
& nicious influence of evill example, **: 

Z from ſuperiours upon the inferior 
Z ſort! how generall; hath this con- 
. & tagion been: in the Jand?; how far 
Z hath this, canker overſpread: the 
# body of this Nation? Derived (as 


we have juſt cauſe to imagine) 


$ fronryou 4s from the fountain, and. | 
: # fo by yourdependantsandfollow- 


ers, as by fo many corrupt chan«- 


X nels, conveyed to the reſt: of the- 
7 people. Infomuch as ; many: at: 
_ & this time, account no more of this 

Z needleſs, but great tranſgrefſion of 
Z the Divine Law; then they doe of 
Z any idleword, which proceedeth 


out of. their mouths without 
thought or premeditation of what 
they were to ſpeak. + $0 

And: here I ſhould take cccafion 


Z nexttoreprove you for your pride; 


I mean that which doth manifeſt 
it (elf to the world by outward 
| garb 
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carb and faſhion ofthe rimes : bur 
that Fhave juſt cauſe to beleeve, at 
Feaſt am willing to hope of many 


of you;thatthe grievous and fad B 
calamities, which' by' the juſlthand # 
of God have fallen- upon! 'yonr 
eſtates and families'in/ theſe'dy fa- Þ 

ftrons times of war, have in Gave s 
meafure' hurubled-anid abaſed your: ! 
fpirits,, and' takeft' off! from the' 7 
vatrity and lightrieſſeboth of your” 7 
behiaviour and-apparelt: ſo' much: 7 
is forrow better then' laughter for Ly 
the ſadnefſvoff the countenttnve the beart' 2 


is matde better; fond yer” alas, riot: | 


a- few of: your degree overt to this 


day, are fo far from being truely * 


ſenfible of their ſufferings, that 
they ſeem to be more hardned: in 
theio pride ar this' prefent- then 
before, and waxe more wanton 
againſt the Lord , fince his hand 
hath: been upon them for triall 
and corre&ion, then in former 
times, like thoſe of whom we 
read Ta. 9.9,10. Fhe Lord pardon 
and'reclaim them from the error 
of their wayes. 

And now ſhall proceed'to y=_ 
{ ) Q 
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as 


of your, Epicurean or voluptuous 
manner of living, together with 


$ - 


your riot andexceſle,, . becauſe of 


E their-near afhtnity. Firſt then, if 
nothing cMe could belaidto your 
5 charge, then a continuall proſe- 
2 cution , of \enterchangeable plea; 
© ſures, or. endev 
'our- | 
the 
' & luſteth after, were not this enough 
'Z to condemn you. before the Fs 
E cribunall. of :your Maker? For 
# did he-who came to redeem: you 


J exguE without .ceay 
fing to gratike {in ul concupiſcence 
with whatſoever. it defireth , or 


ever lead ſuch a life as this upon 
the earth? .or commend it to his 


* Diſciples and followers 2 no ſare- 


'For mourning, mortification, 


3 ly. 

fas, a 991208 

+ being os croſſe, F patient el © 

= during of reproaches and perſecu- 
| tions, ( eyer attending on - the 


fincere and zealous profeſſion gf 
the Goſpell ) . tender, cowpaſſion 
toward our brethren in milſery,, 
with preſent relief of their ne- 
Cellitjes ; according to . our power 
andabllity. ; In a word, contempt 
of this preſent world, andabhor- 

rency 


af 
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rency from the enticing pleaſures 
thereof, are theſubjc& matrer of 
all his Sermons, the pith ot his! 
Dof&trine, the marrow of his Divi-# 
nity. Anddoeye ſtill think that? 
a 'paradiſe of ' earthly pleaſures is} 
the way to an' heayenly paradite Z 
of comtort and delight ? 'or: ;thar# 
an heaven of 'carnall happineſſe ® 
here may in likelyhood be a paſſage Z 
unto an heaven of ſpirituall and % 
eternall felicity hereafter? The Þ 
Ifraelites of old could not arrive to ? 
the land of Canaan, but by the ! 
long and dangerons way through | 
the Wildernefſe ; and the Goſpell | 
which doth promiſe ns' a Kingd.me 
in” the world 'to' come, doth * 
'withall afſure us, that' wee! muſt * 
.through much 't:ibulation enter in to 4. J 
 Kingdome of God. And' ye hope, r | 
rather dreanr 'of ' a Canaan in the 
Way and another atrhe Journeys | 
'end; ye ' would 'fain wear the 
Crown, and yet not. bear. the 


"Croſſe; obtain the viftory, and 
Never enter into the battail,rejoice 
'n the. criumph, and not'ſwear_in 
the fight, Bur oh'confider Tpray 


you 


> , - 
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you, and Jay to heart that curſe 
| of your confidene;*,and' what hath * Luk, 16, 
tf his & -often ſounded in yolir cares, -but 25, 
Divi. &# never as \yet- entred into your 
© that ® hearts, ye eſpecially who every 
is# day glut your ſelves with the 
adiſe 3 choiceſt dainties which the Sea, or 
that & land can: afford',” feeding *'yout 
neſſe Þ - ſelves ' wichout fear, *drinking Job 
Tage Z without meaſure or reſtraint, ye" 
and Z who are mighty to drink wine , and Ifa.y. 22, ' 
The & men of ſtrength to mingle ſtrong drink, 
ye that! gives your! neiphbittr - dxinke Hab.2.15, 
the B and put your" bottle to him aid "make 
ugh & him drunken alſo, that ye may looke 
pel] & -0n- their nakednefſe. Behold your 
{me ©} fins inthe trueft glafſe, and erem+ 
oth © ble to think '6n'the curſes which 
2} {| -auend them /'' that' ye' may not 
te 7 thcnceforth drinkin fooliſh ima» 
i = gination 'the health of others to 
he & he reall perdition of your own 

# ſoules, that” your tables' may 
he # berno-longer covered with: vomit, 
he # left the” banquet 'of them' that 
nd #Z ſtretch themſelves be remivved; Leſt Amos 6.7. 
; cube "E the Lord — hand be Haba, 17. 
* turned" unto you 'and ſamefull ſpewing 
be ont yotg'' ylory. And pit he 


4 


Lord 


FL 
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Lord hath already brought to; 
paſſe what, he: hath threatned to 
doe _inmany of your habitations, 
where ,we may finde;no ſmal] di-! 
.minution of-that Juxurxiant plenty Z 
and aboundance which ye formerly 7 


4% 


had, butabufed ;to. the diſhonour? 
of him who gaveit, partly;tbrough ? 
your .rigt oe Paget 4 whereby ye 
have viciouſly and ſhamefully wa- # 
- tied thoſe godly. eſtates, , which. the # 
induſtrious care. and trayail of your ; 
foxchathers ' tranſmitted; unto; you | 
ther unworthy .progenie,.: and 5 
ſqmetimes purchaſed for themſelves | 
and you at much a dearer rate,even 
with the, deſperate adventure and 
þazajd of .their ;precious lives, | 
or. thravgh, the! iniquity; of the + 
prefent times, whereby |God-hath |: 
already in a yery great - meaſure | 
ſcourged.you for the ſuperfluity | 
of nayghtineſle, ,the, which he ſaw 
in ,you,,;and willyet puniſh;you 
more even to. utterextirpation; ,if 
'ye doenot timely meethim in the 
way. of this judgements, . and. make 
Four pt 1 Xn: by che hum- 
ble acknawledgement: .of payee 
| an 
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t toY and ſpeedy turning from: them 
y 9 norvck Gan wel ſmiteth you for this 
1913,Y cauſe, that ye may repent and be 
1 di-Y healed. 
lcnty *Z - To this wee may adde, yur 
er ly wantonnefſe or unlawfull luſt, the 
nourF true and proper daughter of riot 
ugh F and exceſſe. In which how far ye 
Y YER have tranſgreſſed within the com- 
'WA2-3 paſle of a few years paſt, let your 
1 the Z owneaCftions and behaviour vilible: 
OUT & enough God knoweth,:and mani- 
Jou F feſt in this particular witneſſe as 
and J gainſt you, beſides the teſtimony of 
Ives your own conſcience; Are not 
ven & your meetings at the Park and 
and * Gardenby the great City knowne 
ves, {2 to all tho world? To omit your 
INE * mixed and looſe Dancings, Table-= 
atht = communications, Cup-difcourſe , 
are = and ſuch like, what meaneth I'pray. 
ty 2 youtheeffeminate delicacy; attire 
# and parb of the maſculine . ſex ? 
'OH Y The faſhion, drefſe, gave, painting 


If JF and patches of the Female > Doth 
the # not-the ſhew of their countenance 
ke 7 reflifie againſt them ? although the 
M- | men alſo have of Jate been lo vain 


q |.»to borrow this uncivill faſhion 
- ; 15am 


= —_y 
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fromthewomen, I mean the wear- 
ing of. patches on their faces, which 
. are indeed but ſo many blemiſhes 
.to the reputation of both, and ' 
.markes of difhonefty, not (as they 7 
.take them to.be) garniſhing ſpots: 3 
at .comelineffe and beauty. .. And, 
yet with how great 'care and ex-: | 
pence are ſome of theſe procured * 
tor you? I amaſhamed to menti- | 
an what hath hath been reported ? 
to me for a certainty concerning; | 
this thing. Ob: ftrange and un» 
heard of luxury to thoſe whoare: : 
gone before us ! how many empty 
.bawels might charity refreſh, how 
wany. naked bodies clothe with 
this waſte and altogether. neodbeffe * 
coſt? As for your Ladies former * 
'Ball-conventicles, wherewith they ' 
have been publiquely 'apbraided on. * 
the Theatre; and your famed com- 
politions in ſecret with the Iaſci« | 
vious Courts, for liberty and | 
allowance in luſt, with your un- *' 
fonable banquettings,-- and! novel 3 
icrications invented or uſedby you © 
for this unclean purpoſe, lec them 
never be remembred any more, ” 
made 


% 
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# made known to thoſe who ſhall 
E come after; neicher liſt I to ſtir 
J any farther in this paddle or fink 
d_ R of corruption. I ſhall not ſpeak 
2 much of your oppreſling and racks 
' Zing your poor Tenants, occafioned, 
; Zno doubt, many times as well by 
Zyour luxury and coftly manner of 
living , as by your covetouſneſſe 
Zand immoderate defire of enlar- 
ging your pollkſſions: Foraſmuch 
' Fas that doth often caſt you upon 
£ thoſe neceſlities which ye cannoc 
Z relieve bat by this unjuſt way 
2 whereunto ye have compelled your 
£ ſelves by your foregoing fin. Now 
q as ye have by this means generally 
23 loſt the good opinion and affe- 
2 tion of the people, (according to 
' late and fſorrowfull experience 
= thereof towards your perſons and 
 & proceedings) ſo have ye highly 
provoked the wrath of God againſt 


your felves and families, and as 


# much,if not more, by your anſati- 
7 are covetouſhefſe ; whereby many 
# of you indeed (and who nor in 


deſire? ) ron houſe to houſe, lay field 16 


| 20 field, 


there be noplace , that ye 
F 2 may 
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may be planted alonein the midſt of the:| 
earth; Not fearing nor minding 
the curſe of the Almighty, which 
he bath denounced againſt you in 7: 
the next v. by:theP.,ophet,noewith- * 
ſanding.ic bath already entred into | 
many of your habitations, for of a * 
truth, even to this day many houſes are de- | 
fſolate.and though great and fair, without | 
inhabitant.But to what purpoſe is all : 
this care and much adoc?Surely, to: 
make your families great & mighty 
upon theearth, to leave your chi!- ! 
dren vaſt inheritances of land, aid : 
treaſure which knows no bottome. | 
But oh'that ye could have a pro- | 
= now in your lite of tw» or \ 
ree generacions to come, would : 
you not then condemn your pre- : 
ſent fol}y,and perceivea great deal | 
of improvidence in this your provi- : 
dence and folicitons care for them ? : 
for then might you ſee — | 
| 

3 


EE as. 


tothe common courſe of the worl 
one deſcended trom you prodi- 
gally ſpending that ſubſtance 
which your diligence and paines ' 
thriftily got for him ; another de- 
ſperatcly rnnning bimſelf _ of 


CAS 
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Þ& all through careleſnefſe and dit- 
© -ſolutenefle of living.; - and now 
Z becomemoremiferable in his-want, 
®Z then the pooreſt man that breathe, 
2 becauſe of that plenty and profpe- 
> rity which; he injoyed in times 
7 paitz a third made a prey to 
Z them who are more potent and 
7 powerfull then himſelf, for the 
Z rich patrimony which ye havelel; 
2 bim,andin<hte. ſame day perchancy 
2 diſcharged.irom. his eſtate and lite 
#Z together. Put which is moſt confi- 
derable init ſelf, though leaſt of 
Z all thought upon by you, their 
& wealth through the ſecret yet juſt 
$ judgement. of the Almighty for 
your unjuſt acquiring thereof, like 

# their table, is. madea ſpiritual! ſnare, Rom 11 9, 
7 .and atrap, and a ſtumbling block, , and 
7 arecompence untothem ; tor nothing is 
more pernicious to the ſoul then 
outward proſperity«in this world, 
without grace to uſe it aright, And 
yet notwithſtanding this, your in- 
ward thought is, that your how'es 
ſhall continue for ever, and your dwelling 
places to all generations, ye call your 
lands after your own nar. eg, neverthe- 
"MY  leſſe 
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Via-eg 11.leſſe man being in honour abideth not,he | 


is like the beaſts that periſh. This | 
your way is your folly, yet your poſterity 
approve your ſayings, And I pray Gd % 
that may not be your own por- # 
tion, which the ProphetforetcHeth '# 
ſhould be theirs of whom he ſpeak ': 
th, v.14. after ye are gore from henee 7 
end be no more ſeen. - b 

I have but one word of reproof /: 
more, and I am fure it will be” 
unexpeRed of you, the Lord grant © 
-that it-be not unwelcomealſo ; tt : 
is concerning your Domeſtick | 
Chaplaines, whom. parely your | 
own pride, partly the evill cuſtome 
of the Times hath taught you'to | 
entertain in no better faſhion, then. * 
as honorary ſervants in your * 
houſes; whereby the worthy cal- - 
ling of the Miniſtry is much deba» * 
ſed from the dignity thereof, and | 
no ſmall contempt drawn upon it _ 
from the vulgar fort- of people, 
eſpecially thoſe that depend upon 
xour greatneſſe, which are:' very 
many, For this is far from: re- 
ceiving a Prophet in the name.of a 
Prophet, or the Mefſcoger of C _ 

2 wit 


» U BY 
# devotion. Belides this, it is a great 
'X ſhame, that men of ingenuous 
2 education, ſometimes not inferior 
Z to your ſelves in birth, and ſcarce 
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g with that honour which is die to 


Chriſt,” to place him in the rank 


Z of thoſe who continually expet&t 


your commands, and are at your 


2 ever not above you in reſpe& of 


2 intellefuall parts,and indowments 
2 of the ſoul, ſhould nevertheleſic 
} be conſtrained to ' ſtand as ſervi- 


tors at your tables, or to fit in 


#Z the mcaneft place belanging theres» 


unto , ſcarſe A or 
eck OF 


- mutter without a' brow» 


controul from their faſtidious pa- 
trons; and all this to ſerve your 
Rate, to which alſo their praying, 
preaching, -ahd other a&ts of their 
Minifteciall Office muſt ſubmic 


Z bock for the maner, extent, and 
7 other circumſtances pertaining to 


the ation, or elſe there is no 
long abode for them with you. To 


omit the many ſcoffes, verball and - 


reall indignities they are fain oft» 
times to put Up with paticnce not 
onely at the bands of, children, 


F 4 but 


— 
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'but of ſervants alſo for quicineik} 
ſake, if not rather for- their pre- 
ſent neceſſity, unlefſe they purchaſe 
reſpe& from- them with a good® 
part of that ſtipend, which they 3 
reccive from you. Inſomuch az * 
one not unaptly (as the.caſe ſtands 7 
now.) termeda Chaplain in a Nos 7 
blemans houſe, a black ſerving- 
man. Wherefore Gd hath juſtly 7 
given you up unto contempt and 
reproach, ſo that the vileſt of men 
are becume Lords over you ; bes ? 
cauſe ye have ——_ light ofhis * 
Worſhip. and the Miniſters thereof, * 
and -have made both it and: them | 
contemptible in the fight of others * 
by your exawple... :1Þ 
1 Per,5.6, Humble your ſelves therefore under * 
the mighty band of God, that hee may 
Jac. 49. exalt you in due time. Be a«fflitied, | 
and mourn, and weep, for the fins | 
of your Fathers the which ye doe 
inherit as well as their lands, for 
your own. perſonall fins. which 
are great-and-many, for the ſins of 
your families, for the fins- of the 
people, which they have been bold 
to commit through your conni- 
| Vence 
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eneth . 


, ps | 
chaſe 


good 


*# and deepeſt ſtain © 
Z And learn henceforth -to honour 


ak. 
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qr 
vance, or after your patte:n, for 
all, but-chiefly- and; above all for 
your: glorying in fin; which is 
your: ſhame, and the reproach of 
your Maker, the _— of impiety 

fintull guilt. 


that Religion which' ye have:hi- 


2 therto deſpiſed, to be zealous for 
2 the truth of God, to. reyerence 
=* and ſupportthe Miniſtry of Chriſt, 
Z to call tle Sabbath a:delighty theholy 1h 58.13, 
= of the Lord, honourable," that 'ye.) may '+ 


delight your ſelves inthe Lurd, and vt 


= may cauſe -you.to ride. upon the high 


places of the earth, To countenance 
and enconrape all that live accurs 
ding :to.'the' Goſpel] ; - and nut 
pow vain-and ſcucrilous perſons 
core them.. Eſtecme not of aica 
(as your cuſtome is) more by their 
outward garb:and apparel," then 
by their inward worth;.but relpe | 
them in' the! ficſt place tor this , 
and ſhew it our. carriage to» 


ward thew. yt 


re is a (ore of 


men-in the world,. whofor pride, 
or upon'pretence/ of noble' birch 3 
PIIng families, : or id 
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a; remote diftance-from.thoſe that 
are. flouriſhing, follow-your mode: | 
and faſhion, the which are -the 3 
moſt- foolifh, diſhoneſt, and wany 7 
times the pooreſt as well in purie 
asin conditidns, that are in the.” 
Nation; doe .not favour or uphald 
them, in; their courſes, leſt they- 7 
prove miſchievous to your ſelves 
and others.: Baniſh far. from you -:: 
all flattering. Paraſites, and thoſe. 
wham -yee liberally feed with your 7; 
meats becauſe they: feed-you. with 7 
ehe. corrupt air of their vain dif» 7 
courſe, or of their falſe Nanderous . ? 
reports: -Becarectu}l to maintaine . * 
and.: execute :Juſtice- impartially , |! 
where. you: have authority': | Bee ** 
moderate and abſtemious in. your. + 
_—_— uſe them as condiments - 
of ftudy and labour,as refreſhments - © 
of. life, not. make them the buſineſs - 
and.cnd. thereof. ; For-is it nota 
faul: ſhame . for ; a Gentleman or . 
. Noble-Perſon,. while heis- yet :a« 
liye; ta be {ſo buried in pleaſure, . | 
and flath;. asto. deſerrean Hjo fitar : | 
e/ti and ,yec as the Apoſtle teacheth. . | 
V3.3 I Aittt. 56. Such4qne the = 
$-_ | : vV / 
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= Peth inpleaſure is dead while be liveth. - 

E And when he is dead,no. better. Eglr 
taph upon his monument, then; Fu: 

- © it, nonvixit. Be induſtrious theres - 

e || fore and aftive in your life, thax 

e may be honourable while ye - 

ive, and alſo: after death. Let - 

.'Z your communication: be without - 

Z theimpiety of ſwearing,and impus- - 

{ rity of luſt Be humblein your carri- - 

} age towards all men , remembrin 

the common ariginall of all, an | 

! the grace of God tree for all. Bee | 

good to your Tenants as thoſe - 

who labour for your pleafuce, - 

ſweat for your repoſe, and dayly. 

diſquiet, themſelves for .youccale. - 

Let them» not be flaves to you , . 

that you may become more P te 

flaves ro your  awn -luſts. Bee *Sox xÞaey. 

bountifull to: the poor and givcn 4-90. 

to hoſpitality.* , dekiring rather. 

charita ly co Lmprave that aboun- 

dance:which '\ye have; - then:-cq- 

yetouſly: ta get that which. ye haye 

. nQt,: and need. not- to haves Be- 

w ; | Ware of idleneſſe - and yacancy . ob: 

kh. employment tg prevent fin,. to e-.- 

7 
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Mar, 20, 


Mit. 22, 


Luk, 16; 


you ſpeak or doe amilſſc,uſe them 


think it reaſonable wich men, 
much leffe wicth- God, thit all 


fhould labour for you, and ye a- 
Jone be idle? The Minifter in his Z 
ſtudy at his Book , the husband- 7 
man*in, the (field at his: plough, 
the tradeſman' or Artificer in his ® 
fhop'? eſpecially, while ye defraud 7 
the firſt of his Tithes, opprefſe the 
other in his vent; and deſpiſe the ® 
liſt for the meanneſle of his cal- © 


ling? Did any receive the Lords 


penny, who did not at all labour in his ; 


Vingard? much lefle-may they ex- 
pe& it, who in ſitad of ' working 


therein Jay it waſt or: gather the 7? 
grapes thereof, Give therefore un- # 
to God the things that are Gods. For, 
if a have not- been faithfull in that - ® 
W 


ich, is another mans; who ſhall 
give you that which is your own ? 
Laſtly, provide yourſelves of able 
and pious” Chaplains, ' and reſpe& 
them - according to their Office 
and worth ; Give them liberty to 


admoniſh yourof your duty both: 


in publique an&'in private, to re- 
prove yort with freedome, wherr 


for 


- 


—_ll . 


{ 
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for: the good of your ſouls, for 
the vercuous and godly education 
EZ of your children, tor the inftruCti- 
is # on of your Families im-what they 
= ougkt'to know anddoe: not for 
27 the pride or flate of your Peplons, 
#Z nor yet to gratifie your ſpiricuall 
Z eaſe and ſloth. For weare all par- 
Z riall judges of our ſelves; and there- 
2 fore need the continuall cenſure of 
3 other men, who are for the moſt 
* part diligent'enough to difcharge 
Z their duty and conſcience, in this 
7 particular, where they. know they 
may be bold. without offence. As - 
for thoſe. who «think themſelves 
too good to-doe God ſervice, them 
will he count notgood:enough to 
receive his reward. Thus ſhall 
God eſtabliſh youupon the earth; 
and your children after you, make 
ou - truly' happy in your life, 
bleſſed in your. death, .and_ aſter : 
death bleſſed forevermore, Amen... 
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Car, Maj, 


Tothe expulſed Mem- 


bers of the Univerſs- * 
ty, and to thoſe now |} 
abiding therein. 1.T o | 


the expulſed Mem- : 


bers, 


SESHESHEI ISS | 


be" +: 4 
wy ; 
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| vonge not -undertake to reprove | 
.or admonlih you- as one more 


knowing then your ſelves, far be 


this arcogancy and. ſelkconceir 


from me: but as a friendly Re- 
membrancer unto. you. of what ye 
alread hooves, bat: cainde; not, ang 
therefdre knaw not :ag-- ye ought. 


I ſpeak as unto men-corrupted.in + : 


judgement, and blinded with paſ- 


0 
o 


fion; whereby ye. are- unable to - 


&e the light that ſhines about-you, - 


e the Athenians of whom Tidly 


giveth this teſtimony, 4thenienſes 


je: 
LY : 


: 


ſexe.e | 


— 
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& ſcire que reda eſſent,, ſed. facere nolle, © | 

W or like them in che Goſpell,ybich Mar.23.3. 
8 did ſay .and dy nxt; your light of 
Z knowledge reſembling that;which 
" Z men carry with then in a dark 
7. © lanthorn, when: it is upon occan 

= fonturncd from thew, which fer= 
p 3 ved only ita enlighten others, fo 
> ﬆZ that while they did, or at left 
0 7 might have walked in your light, 

2 your ſelves went -ftumbling in the 
z dark; Your linex(through the wer-" 
7 citull Providence of the Almighty) 
3 were faln unto you inpleaſunt placer, yea Plal. 16.6, 
* yubad agoedly beritage,as it 1sPf.16.6. 
' 'Z Bur ye ſoon forgotbis great good- 

7 neſfe, cowards. you,:and turged the 
ſame into wantonnelle. Therefore 
did his wrath wax hot againſt you, 
and his hand ig heavie upon you,as 
it-is this day. And though he gave - 
yau timely warning before of the 
approaching evill;; ye - were - not . - 
admoniſhed thereby, that ye might 
repent, and ſa: meet the.Lord in 
his judgements for. reconciliation - 
and peace: But idlenefle. and ful- 
nelſcof bread, excelſe 0f wineand 
of. firopg, drink, profancgeiſ. pr & 


—— 
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diffolute living,publickand eivas | 


i faftion wich emulation and ſtrife, 
perjury andcorruption,- with ſuch 


like praCtifes-filled up the meaſure 
of your-fins beforeGod, untill the ® 
. time of judgementand recompenſe # 
was: fully come. For-how miny 7 
-of you thought an {Univerſity life Z 
to conlift in vacancy from all. 
employment,even that of the minde Þ 
as wcll as that of the. body, and Z 
in the pleaſure of recreation and { 
ſport, to ſay no worſe, abſtrafted | 
from ſtudy. and contemplation? 


1 am aſhamed- to. mention, and | 
-would4s Ged it were in-my power | 


to conceal the: floth+ and. Epicu« 


 Tiſmeof'others, who divided their 


whole life tothofe natura}l a&ions 
of cating, drinking, and-lleping, 


2Pet.2 12,:a5 naturallbrute beaſts made tobe taken © Þ 
| and deftroyeds Corrupting themſelves in | } 
Jude 10, thoſe things which 'they knew after their 


-munner;” being ſo many ſpots-and 


reproaches'of earningyand not of 
Chriſtian only, but -of ſhamane 
ſociety alſo.- 'Theſe werethe men - 
ithat ſcoffed'on their Aleand Winer 
beaches; at'<he; py 
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& of their fellow Members, as if it 
y had been a fin, at leaft a ſhame to 
Uh Y be ſtudious,arrogating in the mean 
ure Þ while to themſelyes (that of which 
the Z God knowes they werenotguilty) 
Ne 'Y eminency of parts above their di- 
ny 27 ligent brethren, for whieh they 
ite F would be beholdingto nature only, 
mw and to their ſottiſh company. Bur 
de .- enough and too much of theſe. 
d 7 As forfation, how cloſely did 
dF ic lurk every where in the Col-. 
dF led es ? And yet how openly did 
? F it declare and publiſhit ſelf in the 
1 | Univerſity ? The Arminian-againit 
" F the Calvinian,8 the Calvinian-againſt 
* 7 the Arminiandeclaiming publickly. 
" |} uponalloccafions in the pulpit,and 
| ay far as thereverence of: the place 
would give leave, odionſly exagi- 
tating the poſitions and tenents 
one of another; and-in the Schools 
fiercely- bandying each againſt his 
43 adverfary, and all ſtriving for 
3 maſtery,not for-:truth. In the mean 
5 while what libellous defamations 
7 were ſecretly compoſed and ſub- 
tilly ſpread abroad, ſowerimes by 
this,znd otherwhiles by that party, 
| tcnding 
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tending to the infamy and diſgrace 


both of the cauſe and of the perſong 


that maintained the ſame. As for the! 
Arminian taftion,it was undoubted-% 
ly upheld and encouraged. by the % 
ſupeciour power , though under} 
pretence of ſilencing both, as itil 
did appear by an injun&ion from} 
fupreme Authority inhibiting theſe | 


diſputesand contentions which had 


fo'much diſquieted ' the peace of | 


this grand ſeminary of the Church, 


Bat the partiality that was ever * 
ſhewn towards them which did * 
eradſgreſſe on the higher ground, } 


the countenance and favour with 
preferment caſt upon them by thoſe 
who fate at the ftern, together 
with the rigour-and ſeverity uſed 


I 7 dan 
nn SY, Son or 


in- cenſuring the oppoſite delin- Z 
uent party, gave ſufficient evie © 
enceto the world what their mea- 


ning was, who impoſed ceffation 
and. 


filence upon the pens and 
Fongues of theſe eager and bitter 
adverſaries. For notwithſtanding 
this (pecious prohibition, thar 
party which did moſt pretend to 
obedience,did ſay and do as before, 
wichout 


4 
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#wichout check or controll from 


their ſuperiours; knowing full 


E well what their minde was cdn= 
© cerning this thing, and finding by 
Zexpcrience oft»-times, that it did 
Zſmooth a by-way for them to the 
Zend of their ambitious defires. 
2 And here it ſeemeth ſtrange to me, 
T that they who did recede from 


their former principles & grounds 
of dofrine to: joyn with the Ar- 
minianfattion, became fos the moſt 
part more looſe in their life, and 


7 cifloluce in theiv manners then 
# before ; confating and deſtroying 


their newly, received opinion. of 


| free will by the licentiaus courſes: 


of their converſation, which th 
did affere by argument and d 


S. courſe of- reafon © againſt them + 
© which did oppoſe the ſame, like 


E men deſtitute of that prace, the- 


which they endeavoured to wea- 
ken in' the forces. 'and operation. 
thereof upon the ſoul of a'finner. 
And ſome we have known in times 
paſt moſt zealous advocates for the 
Arminian dof@rine, fince quite fallen 
away from the reformed Church 

to 
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to the ſuperſticion and idolat 1 


oi Rome, being perchance the more 
ealily induced thereunto by the 


progrelſe which they had madein® 
the way before; the cauſes and. 
motives whereof, one atleaſt hath. 
diyulged. to the. world for the 
juſtitying- of his. Apoſtalie ; as for} 


his intentions, theſe are known tg! 
God only and to his own conſci» 
ence, to whom we leave him. For 
It. was a wonder. to. hear what 


virulent ſpeeches-were uttered by! 
men of this ſtamp. againſt the krlt? 


reformers of the Church : Pe 
:0di0 6di Calvinum, was reported to 


be the expreſſion of one famed tor} 
other parts as wellas for thoſe of 
\ learning among you. . But I had} 
rather omit then recite: paſlages of | 


this-nature for divers reaſons, not 
to be. mentioned at» this preſent 
time.. © | 


As for the other fa&ion, their 


Jate- proceedings have given in 


ſufficient evidence againſt them of 
their treachery and falſhood, and | 
repreſented a full, but foul cha- 


ratter of their perſons to all wiſe 
| and 


- 
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nord diſcerning men, however ma- 
th," through ignorance,or affeftion, 

or ſelf-intereſt entertain an ho- 
*Mmourableconceit of their way and 
ations unto this'day. And now 
Zwe ſhall proceed to the confidera- 
*##rion of your perjury , an Acade- 
& micall ſurely (it any ' other) ſin, 
which though an offence of bigh 
nature before God, was common 
wich'the major part of yourſociety, 
that | may not ſay generally 


4 flighted by all becauſe of the or- 
Df dinary and cuſtomary praiſe of 
"& men \ ror For it was very free 


quent,and indeed a matterof courſe ' 
with then to atteſt upon oath the 
ſufficiency or ability of any-perſon 
to receive a graduall promotion 
in the Univerſity, how illiterate 
and .otherwiſe unworthy ſoever 
he was of that favour. Aſciowas 
tendred and accepted in his behalf 
where acredo had been toomuch, a 
neſcio was due, or in truth a nego. 
rather. And what acongregation- 
vote for the ſame purpoſe was, I 
need not to explain. Surely, ſuch 


men had either a very low _ 
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of the religious tye of any oath, 


or ſcarce thought thefe of their} 
corporation obligatory in point 
of conſcience, but rather ceremos». * 
nies of meer formality or cuſtorme.. | 
Although 1 have often heard it + 
reported af. a very learned and; 


pious Biſhop now -with the Lord, 


that in his confeſſions to God he. 


uſually craved pardon of him for: 


his Univerfty oathes, the which 


probably he had readily taken,bue |} 
{hckly performed as well as the * 


reſt of his brethren. 


Neither did this fin reign in || 


publick only, but alfo in private 
ſacietics, as your corrupt Ele 
Gions did evidently ſhew. In 
which the fear or fayour of great 
perſons itt hope to riſe þy them, 


efpccially of one. who could do. 


all -in his time, reſpe& of birth, 
or love of money, and what be- 
ſidzs I liſt not now to name; were 
more prevalent with you, then 
conſcience of oath. orduty. Deſerr 
og for = _=_ part laid aſide 

you, and learning not regar- 
ded when it did enterfeer with 
tne 
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the former. Aud yet how ſtrialy. 


$ were you bound by your Colle- 
$ giate oathes to auſterity of life, 
I eravity of carrlage, brotherly loye 
F and accord one with another, 
F eſpecially to incorrupt dealing, as 
'F in other matters , ſo chiefly in re- 


linquiſhing your places, and cle- 
ting othezgs into vacant rooms. 
The thought whereof (as I have 
been infortned by many) gave cou= 
rege and confidence to the gover- 


0 nour of a Colledge in Q. Elizabeths 


7 daies after receiving a Mandate 


7 from her Majeſty to proceed unto, 


an uniſtatutable election of one 
Into thehouſe, who. was unc:pable 
thereof, to call for a pair ot bal- 
lances, and to lay the Queens 
Itters in one ſcale,the tatute-book 
in the other, demanding withall 


of thoſe who. were then preſent, 


I 
A 
LY 
* # 
WL 
% 


which. of the two weighed down 
the other, and replying, that the 
command of a Prince eught to 
give place inany thing where our 
obedience-is due to: God before. 
How far "different your pradtiſe 
hath :becn. on like occaſions m_ 
. 6 it Lnls 
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this worthy example. I am aſtas 
medto ſpeak, and let one for all 
eeſtifie, who having not long before 


an Ele&ion, -encouraged a young | 


youth of meet capacity for the 
place in-all reſpefts, and (as1 re« 
member) promiſed him his vote 
againſt another competitor, much 
infeciour to him every way,age ons 
ly excepted, upon an unexpeR:d 
receit ot a letter in the behalf ofthe 
latter from a perſon very oppor- 
rune for his advantage, and power- 
full with the higheſt, ſuddenly 
changed his minde, not bluſhin 
to ſay, that the former was inJee 
the more deſerving ſcholar;.but he 
might not by any' means 'diſpleaſe 
them, which had commended the 
latter to his choice ; although he 
could not be: ignorant what: he 
was bound to doby oath and con- 
ſcience in this caſe, Bat' this was 
the generall carriage of things at 
that time, partly through mens 
own | inclinations, and.- . partly 
chrough the remifle and corrupt 
(cats of their Prepoſiti or 
eads, who for ought as could be 
diſcerncd 
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diſcerned by them, made the leaſt 
conſcience of any, of keeping their 
oathes, andaQing according to the 
F tenour of them z whether in refe- 
rence to themſelves, or unto others 
committed to their charge; for 
they freely tolerated, - or at leaſt 
connived at your manners, hoy vis 
cious ſoever, and contrary to. the 
locall ſtatutes, that ye might be 
(as it ſeemeth) the more obnoxi- 
ous to their unjuſt will after - 
Court-exawple in another. caſe. -Jn 
the mean time ſuſpeQting and ha» 
ting vertuoeus and ſober men, who 
conſcionably oppoſed or diſliked 
hel poueprte : which for the 
generality tended to this, how they 
might ſerve their ſuperiors in. 
what they did command, without 
diſputing the lawfulnefſe or uns 
lawfulneſſe thereof, and ſo make 
way for their own advancement. 
And therefore would they ſome- 
timesas well by their authority as 
by their example, draw others in- 
£0 the ſnare, and make them guilty 
with themſelves of this grand de- 
Jinquency againſt the Almighty. 
G And 
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And indeed they wanted not atany} 
time 'enow : or more then enow, 
who ftifly adbered to the factions, 
and readily followed their perni- ! 
cious counſels and- courſes with- # 
out contradition or demur, for ® 
their own vile and baſe ends. Thug 
would they 'both as occaſion -ſer- 
yed, break at pleaſure thoſe reli- 
gious bonds of conſcience ( I mean 
their more then penall oathes ) 
us Samſon did his green withs| 
or- new ropes,. though many! 
times :perchance -no fewer then} 
theſe. Now ſuch was the devotion 
of theſe poor creatures to their 
unworthy maſters as well in other 
reſpetts asin the former, that they 
muſt undergoe the heat and bur- 
den of the day for them in their 
Academicall turns 'of preaching, 
and [likewiſe in their countrey | 
charges on-theweekly folemnities, | 
not fardiſtant from the LIniverſity. | 
For (whether it were idlenefſe, or 
for prelaticall ſtate, or for 'both 
aheſ, cannot tell) your goyer- 


Bours began now generally to }] 


 negleR, # not to deſert, this ne- # 
| ceſlary Þ 


__—_— 
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celſary work of «he; miniftery,, as, 


hot pertaining to, their office, ang 
though they were well content to 
receive the profits of many livings 


& year, by year, it was done without 


any nojſe or benefitto the peoples 
Foraſmuch as ;they ſeldome or ne- 
ver diſcharged theix;duty jn,one.of 
thoſe; familhed , congregat tons, fax 
whom they are to- anſwer and give 
an exaCt account to Chriſt at the 
laſt day- The Lord lay not this 
fin. to their charge; - Dy 

Not inferiour (asI conceive) to 
your. perjury. was your falſhood in 


giving forth che ſame Letters teſti» 


moniall for all men without ex- 


| ception, that requeſted the ſame 


at your hands: but of far more 


dangerous: conſequence to the 
Church of Chriſt, which by this 


means, no doubt, became worſe 


provided of paſtours in the nati- 
On, then any of the reformed 
Churches, throughoue the Chri- 
"ſian world. Sed mulus mulum ſcabit. 


Wherefore God gave you up 28 a ; 


prey and'ſpoil to thoſe men whom 


he did in times paſt more = 
| - __ then 


w—_—-oO— 
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eien\any Tiving aporthe tarchs | 
Tb: nicreile 


fe” 'enenpies; who did 


confourd*the" innocent with 'the | 
guilry in 'cenſure-and punithment; ? 
no ingenvity of parts, mo emi- | 


mnency of learning or- piety, 'no 
fftre- pretenee” of confeience' could 
ſerve the (turn;-ahdbe' adwitred 
to pled for them. Every infors 
mation was accepted from'the falſe 
brethren'; any one, how-uncapable 
foever,of the faQtion, was preterred 


to what place he beſt liked. Neis | 


ther (asT amr inforted)didione of 
them - noted for his' intemperate 
zeal, ſtick to fay, that' they muſt 
not leave one of the old brood re- 


mainingin the Univertity : a ſpeech 


moſt inhumane,as wel -as-unchr}ſti- 
an, eſpecially conſidering the' ten» 
dehcy thereof; which was (astime 


'hath: fince made manifeſt) to make | 
way for the introducing in their | 
Nead anew generation of' creatures | 


not much unlike thoſe of whom 


Hab.1.12, we-read Mat. 3.7. O Lord thou baſt | 


ordained them ' for Judgement, and oh 


mighty God thou haſt eſtabliſhed them ® 
for correftion. Thou art of purer eyes | 
| | then :: 
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then to bekold evill, and canſi not 
lid © look on iniquity. wherefore lopkeſt thou 
T por them thirt deal-treacherouſly, and 
nt; Y boldeſt thy tongue when the Wicked, dex 
nis & voureth the mani that is; more righteous 
then he? Therefore as: ye multipliy 
1d & <doaths to fin, ſo-God made oathes 
ed & © ſnare opbait of judgement un- 
to you, that; he might caſt 'you 


7» oy 


Yrs 

1G i forth. of choſe goodly habitaions - . -- 
le & 3nd poſkefions which-ye, enjoyed, + 
ed & but were now becone. altogether : 

i. & unworthy any longer to continue 


of & in them by reaſons of your fins, 
wherewith'- you- had' for many 
& 8 Years before! provoked the eyes of 

his gloty. And ch that yg hadeeru- 
þ & ly repented of them-even--at this 
y | -butialas, the exceſſe and riot 


” of many of you with other crimes 
« & do ill ceftifie againſt you, not ag 
e & yet relinquiſhed, by them jn any 
= meafute;z.no' nor. canecaled [front 
sf the eyes ofthe world, though hate- 


1 8 fullco your adverſaries, and - op- 
4 probrious. to your felyes: except 
, | neceſlity. doth fometimes Jay a.re- 
, f ſtraint upon your power, where 
; | will is. preſent .and/, ready at all 
T G3 carn: 


* Lmes. 
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Learn "therefore F pray - you, 
though late, for the Lords fake, for 
your own takes, for the Ehurchoz Þ T! 
| fake, to be more temperate in.your Y th 
lives, more'auſtere n-your behas Þ | 
viour, more vigilant and ſoberin Kt fo 
all reſpe&s then ye have hitherto If 5: 
been, And now ſince thatthe Al- I J* 
mighty -hath in jhis providence and 
Zech,q, Juſtice* ſoattered you us- with a-whirles 
14. winde.amongſt this & other nations 
alſo, beware that ye do not-pub- 
liſh your own- ſhame and the con» | 
fuſfion-of your mother -to them,by | 
the lewdneſſe of your example. For 
what is this bur co-juſtifie as much 
as in-youllteth the proceedings 'of i 
your” enermles: againfliyonu? and to KF - 
top the'current both of divine and 
of humane pity towards your cala- 
mitous '/ſufferings.? But--be. ſeaſo- 
nably.admoniſhed by Gods father- * 
Iy rebuke, reformed by his-loving 
ant- gentle correftion; ' And Jer: } 
your repentance! be as:remarkable | 
as your ſin, yourholinefle of lite } 
as eminent as your knowledge of } 
1-Per, x; the truch, that with well doing ye may 1 
x5 put to' ſileuce ' the: igrorante. pf fooliſh | 
0%%3.4 IJ .* Melly, ©. 
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men, and not the ignorance only,but 

the malice alſo ot- your enemies: 

168 Þ Then bear the word 'of the Lord, ye 1a, 66.5, 
ur # that tremble at his word; your bre- 

* Þ& thren that bated you , that caſt you out 

in & foxmy«names ſakes. ſaid, Let the Lord 

0 M be glorified, but ke ſhall appear to your. 

1. & j#7, and they ſhall be aſham:e, 


FR 
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To the new Acade 
micks. 
mus not queſtion our title 


at this time to whaE&Fe do pol. 
ſefle lex your own awakened con- 


ſcience judge thereof in this world} 
ere is no othec Tribu- ! 


(becauſe t 
Cal and God the ſupreme Judge 
of all examine the matter at the 


laſt day. In the mean time they 
who 96 RI 


Aﬀize, at which all cauſes that 
have paſſed mans cenſure and de- 


termination In: this life muſt res ? 
cetive an after triatl and Tenterie& / 
not to be revoked again, Now 


" it may juſtly raiſe the wonder of 


any indifferent man not: intereſted ! 
with you, nor yet a-friend of the | 
other party, to confider what a. ® 
low and vileefteem ye-have of the 
\ ejected. 5 * 


by you: onght 
. patiently to wait for this generall # 


Es ery rw (fy " 
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eetted members, by. whole loſſe. 
you, haye gained, and. upon whoſe 

ings you haye raiſcd-your, pre- 
Gne. flouriſhing punt, of ,Foraſ-., 


much as: ye , account; 0 them no 


| better then- of -. the. Conganites- and. 


thoſe:. other. nations: whom- the 
Lordcaſt forth of ald; before-his- 
cupfen, propre bo, pang them in: 
their, ſtead, your, { A being pg (in; 
Your, OWN, eyes. at leaſ}) the;only: 
true 1{9el,ob: God in this; whole, 
nation.:,:and thus: (as I have been 
credibly enformed by them which 
are converſant: with you) bave ye. 
termed, hy 1n, your haſty deyo- 
tions to Ti ts a Jet winaalh 
more truly acknow ED chat; 


| not for your own: righteouſneſſe;but for 


their wickgdn:ſſs he-was pleaſed to- 
bring you into houſes which nei- 
ther ye nor any of your fans , 
built before you, and into 
dens which neither you nor. t ” 
planted, to. poſſeſſe them as-your. 
own , and may adde with truth, . 
that many of you camenot hicher | 
for your learning, as ye did not 
for your goodvelle (their jgnos 
G's; fance- 


- — —- ———_— 
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, rance in-this refpe&; be-as noto-' 
© rhousas+their guiltin other mats 
. Heb.5.41, teps). Letvivi-os aware for roll WM 
explained 'and*profecuted” in that + 
ſenſe\ by: a- yorſhiphutl© Doctor Þ 
before-the"Jearned multitude, give 
in publique evidence of what hith' 
been ſpoken inthisparticuhr.Now Bt 
_ as touching'the former,” conſider 1 MY 
pray You; Bow mach conceits nd WM | 
ſpeeches'df this nature do favoul WM 
Lyk.12.1, of the letvenr of - the! Fhariſves, +l 
with 18... which-is hypocrifte mixed wich pride Y | 
wg and wain-glory 3 , whence we may} + 
2 2. perceive the natureand- quality of # 
this  fin,-which® oft<times/ maketh/ 
ſo:gloriens a '\tew-in-the eyes of 
me world;:and' hw odious it is 
in the fight of our maker. Beſides; 
1 Cor. 10. let 'bim that. ſtandeth Fro beed = be 
— al, and he. that *is* ſpirituall conſider | 
Gal. 6.1, ee, lf he alſs be tempted. But are * 
ye indeed altogether free from the } 
Jjaſt- impuittation: of: thoſe* crimes . } 
which you lay , to the \ charge of | 
2 Chrzg.. youradverfartes ? or are there not - | 
is, PWith yu, even with you, fin! againſt : | 
the Lord. your "God? your levity Þ 
and pride of apparcll (no obſcure 
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0- BY fignnorfallible- reftimonie of your 
& WF vanity-and fin) exceedeth: by far. 
MN 'thac of your predeceſſors, and - 
Z would better become- the .plage 
FB which you ſo much abliorre, I 
EW mean the theatre or ſtage, then the 
br Univerfity where ye. thus flaunt | 
7 ic out contrary to former ſtatute 
P and cuſtome. of civ?ll. and ſober © 
VF men- And here obſervable is the - 
x F firange. Impudence of: the: junior ' 
C3 ſort . towards. their elders and 
3 betters, whom they durſt affront : 
"3 openly by the boldnefſe and im- 
F.8 immodeſty of their carriage, where- 
' F as-intimes.-paſt, a junior did ſcarce - 
' © preſume _to-- look -ſtedfaſtly. : upon 
| any that- was: much” his ſenior in 
the houſe, fo far were they from - 
behaving themſelves contemptuse - 
ouſly or unſcemingly. in. their pre» - 
ſence as now they do: -an argu» + 
men,-ne doubt, of remiſle,: or of ' 
ilI-managed government. And for 
this cauſe the yourh (as I have - 
been infocmed) were bold to ſup» 
,* plicate the Parliamenty that they - 
3 might be exempt from the uſuall- 
reſpe&. which. was formerly given 


to 0 


4 


A. 
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to their betters* in the Colledge,. 
and ſtill required of them as too 
much 'entrenching forfooth upor: | 
their liberty. APetition (I beleeve) 
of which natare the like was-never 
'before framed, and: preſented to- 
that Aſſembly, Neither can ye. 
'(for-onght as-I-can hear)” acquie 
"your ſelves of theirexcelſe, hows 
'ever fſecrefie be joyned with fin;. 
'and domeſtick privacy makes the 
crime lefle clamorous to the world, 
though perchance alike hainous: ? 
-before the Almighty, But for 3 
mine- own-part, I. cannot lay this | 
fin-to your charge, and well it is 
Af yeare. clear-in ;your own con- 
feience from this beſtial] pollution | 
of humane nature. | 

Yemuch boaſt of your dexterity 
and frequency both in -preaching,. 
and. unpremeditated* praying (a. ! 
novell rarity. in that: place wheres } 
with it was-not acquainited. in: 
times paſt, oreclſe ſo cloſely lockt 
up, that few had the knowledge 
thereof ); But granting ſome of 
you a primacy. in the former, I: | 
ſuppoſe many of you laye cauſe. ® 


> 
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to bluſhar the mention: of the lat- 

ter, remembring- what' miſtakes, 

impertinencies, tautologies,.incon- 

ſequenciesz. to ſay-no worfe,ghave. 
-patſed from you. in-chis raſh and” 
inconliderate motion. ''Altho 

the better adviſed and wiſer fort: 
among you, to avoid ſuch. incon- 

veniences: as thefe, are thought to 

preſent us wich compoſed: formes 

of prayer many times, yet ſo as 
they would have them taken of' 
their Auditors for the. ifſues- of 
ſudden meditation ; --and indeed 

the phraſe and: language of the- 
fame intimate as much,. being for. 
the moſt partmore aptand elegant: 
then that: whict they uſe in their 

popular Sermons. . Wherefore one. 
of your fafion and of your ſoci- 
ety heretofore, well reputed of for 

his learning with you unto this 

day,did not many years agoe pri» 


vately impart: his minde- concer=- 


_ this thing eo -a-friend of his 
wel 
whom alſo I received it) and that: 


0 this effect, to wit, That he had: 
{o. amoy formes of prayer. vow 


known unto my- ſelf (of. 
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| by him, or elſe committed. to 
memory. by | the enterchangeable 

uſe -of - which -{ notwithſtanding 

the ſame for: words,:or but: little 


fion) he was thought by the peo- 
ple alwaies to pray without pre« 
meditation. How warrantable this 
delufion may be-with men, I can- 
not-tell;, bur: with - God ſurely it 
cannot paſſe the note of .hypo- 
crifte and of vain-glory: From 


po -of the : Almighty : albeit 
It is to be feared that ſome of you 


cretly in your: hearts, - for others 


q t 
_ 


varying upon: ſome- ſpeciall occa- 


which the Apoſtle was fo free,that |: 
he. did forbear to ſay the truth in } 
ſucha caſe as this tending to his | 
own honour, {eſt (faith he) any | 
2 Cor. 12, an ſhnuld think of me above that which - 
4 he ſeeth me to be,. or: that he .heareth , 


efitertain this -conceit : thereof ſe» .- 


wiſe they would not condemn,ac - 
ledſti ſa; peremytarily as they, as | 


= £ 
i'- 
-4 Fe? 


' 
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Mes 
Bat-be it ſo as ye would have iz,.. 
this cannot adde either to the 
efficacy of your prayers,-or to 'the - 
acceptation of. your perſons inthe - 


ry 


Ec 
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the uſe of ſet formes in-other-meti; 
Neither can- good - and diligent 
preaching, 2dyantage' Four ſduls 
withoutanſwerable living, though 


ye never" ſo frequently and Ter- | 
veritly cry down''in the 'Aﬀfembly3 


felf, andflefh,and-nature,and world, 


with -whatfoever- 'appertaineth'td - 
their ſeverall proprieties, 'Iknow - 
ſull 'wellthat-ye are. good: at” this .: 1 
in 'the Pulpit '(lay ingtafide-yottr 
affeRation--of ' new coined words; . 
anuſuall tone and” geſture 3 the - 


which ſome have in part 'reliq- 


quiſhed for very ſhame) but'in your 


converſation 'ye are as other men; 
efpecially when ye are called-npon 
by your profeſſion for contempt of 
the world in- your praiſe and 
example. Witnefſe "this the' leaders 
and chieftains who brought and 
ſetled you- where ye--now abide! 
For as they did difplaceat pleaſure; 
all thoſe Ghar did not yeeld to their 
demands; ſo they wrought theny- 
ſelves into thoſe places made 'va- 
cantby themwhich-were- of-grea» 


teſt benefit and advantage, at leaſt - 
moſt -opportunefor A4heir "_ - 


*_ 
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Jam.3-15, 


os 


ends of covctoulhelle ar ambition, 


of Midge In. gra to the, cycs.of 


And albeiz this might ſeemapoine 


which, they ſo, mych 


aboaey and. whic 
its A by their do&rineto the | 


conſcience of athers,but 9 ng 


this. world, oro the, 
ſee Fam. 3.15. | 

it.was;a kinde of imprudence- too,. 
in. reſpe&..of- the. common .caule 


efþ 3 F ot. WW hick- 


is from below be the wiſdome of, 


which hey: did. then: maintain :- ; 
the., which withoue-doubt: could: } 


nat but: ſuffer hereby ſome dimi- 
nution of -its forgiercredic.and. re» 
pute with all: indifferent men. But: 
it-is an hard matter even for the. 
deepeſt diflemblersto conceal them-- 


ſelves, and not $0 put off their - 
diſgaiſe-in ſuch concerning icaſes 


as: theſe;:..and therefore. having 


fo fair. and .fingular 4th *-o q 


of advancing themſelves; they 
accumulate places:of hanour- and 
truſt: ſo high was their opinion 
of their own - worth, ſo immode- 


rw theirdevre of worldly wealth 


OY 


_ 


am ſure it, was not, | 


that miſctome which deſeendeth, fron 


yet perchange” 


[6 
i $ v5 
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and oreatneſſe, according to the 
cuſtowe of their ation who are 


generally accounted provident in<-- 


gatherers, and layers up in: ſtore for. 
the fature,but niggardlydiſpenſers 
of what they have and can well 
fpare to the neceſlities of their poor 
brethren; whoſe mouthes ſeldome 
blefſe you, becauſe their bowels are 
feldome refreſhed by you;but curſe 
you often-becaufe of your frequenr. 
incompaſſion towards them. The 
Lord forgive both you and thems 
Yea, ſome wereknown to be penus» 
rious and iſordid towards thems- 


ſelves and their families, and fo ' 


cruell. to their own bowels as well 
as to other 'men; Now what gooil: 


works 'wifl follow you after death, 


according to this account, I need 
not ſpeak. For your laudable 
pains inthe work ofthe miniſtery 
cannot farther you 'iri the: way of 


falvation, without exemplary ho+ 1 Car. 94 


lineſſe of life. 

And here we may not paſſe by 
without juſt cenſure, thoſe men 
who have contrary to former 
oathes, 'entred into RR 
| an 


- 


27: 
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and poſſeiſed | themſelves - of their 
places,violating kereby: the ſtatutes MW mc 
ef the-houſe,which they had ſworn W thi 
ever to maintain; One of them; pe 
eminent- for. place. among you, W ex 
thouph-not for partes, being urged MW rh 
upon a certain- oecafion with the W ra 
ſtatute of the Colledge by another W m 
who ſought: his right on this n« 
ground, and diſputed the caſe as Wh 2 
warrantable and juſt from. prin- © h; 
ciples of this nature; was not aſha« © tl 
med to "reply in defence of the © @ 
contrary part, that no oathes-could F h 
binde the conſcience againſt the = f 
reformation (a ſtrange reformation 8 © 

k 

f 

1 


— 


=_ —_— —__ | 
the :grofſe' and palpable perjury }! f 
clther of Apr ae. - fx wg 
or of them thatareto be berefor- | 
medby them) For indeed the li- 1 

* centions manner of living in theſe F * 

times,cvenof the beſtzis not capable I 
__ " of afſtri conformity to Golledge- 

.* ſtatutes formerly eſtabliſhed; ſo aue 
ſtereand rigid are they, eſpecially 
ſome of them, and not ſuting 
with the long accuſtomed looſ- *? 
neſſe: of our age. Inſomuch as it * 
hns | were 
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moſt men would count) more 
then enough;'-if (Popery and fu. 
perſtition” laid afide ) men” were 
exa&ted- the obedience - only of 
thoſe 'ftatuees which concern 'mo- 
rall duty, and behaviour in com» 
mon life one towards another. But 
notwithſtanding this mans great 
zeal for" 'the-'reformation3 time 
hath” ſince declaredto-the world, 
that neither proteſtation; league, 
er covenantcould ſufficiently binde 
him for the work againſt his pre= 
ferment, profit, and cafe. - So lit- 
ble! conſcience ' do-: they ſhew-irv 


_time*of triaN; who'moft prerend 


foritin a niorecalm- and quics ſea+ 


' Asfor your Ele&ions, I have not- 


much to- witnefſe of them, and yer 
ſomehhave feelingly complained in 
my-bhearing, that deſert;wherher-of 
learnirg,or of other parts, findes as 
cold a welcome with you(if poorly 
attended or- clad) as ever it-did in 
times- paſt, - and that preferment 
runs as heretofore-in-the corrupt 
channell- of fayour and-affe&tion4 


not: 


were reformation enough, and (as 


Y rp . 
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not in that of, equity and right. 
But:for this,, bappily ye may be 
excuſed in; partzas being overſway 
ed þÞy them , whoſe icreatures/you 
are;who think:it reaſonable;thart ag 


_ ye haveſerved your ſelves of their 
| goa when time was, ſo you 


d by-way of compenſation 
now: ferve their will, and obey 
their commands;and fyrely how- 
ever#he caſe. ftandeth,. thus! nauch: 


_ - they do. | expe& and require. at 


your' hands, as might appear by 
t inflances.'._ /--;..: 

-: But-cenqugh of this';. I: have bue 

oricyword:to; ſay, more; andit.ig 

by: way of admonition: tp the ins 


prous -atd:; well-minded among 


. you, who have been-carryed away 


| that live in them) 


5y- erronr of the” times: (an errour 
diſcernible- by the feweſt of men 
unto thoſe 
praftiſes, which they, would loath 
and deteſt if they ſaw: the ' true 
ſhape of them, ( which is - ugly 
and deformed ) and were not de-- 
Iuded by falſe glaſſes, and; coun- 
pexſeic repreſentations of them in 
abc diſguiſes of juſtice and honeſty ; 
wot but 
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but as yetallow, becauſe they are 
not: conſcious: to; ;theniſelves. of 
any malice 'or eval intention in 
what they do, that they would 
devauthy implore the ,grace of the 
Almighty for illumination to ſee, 
and direftion to follow thoſe 
things. which-make for their.peace, 
let otherwiſe. thcy live..and- die 
in' their fins and what will be 
the ſequell thereof, they cannot 
be ignorant, who know the truth 
and terrour of God. In the mean 
time let them- and all take heed 
how they manage their preſent 
fortune, leſt they alſo become a 
prey to others, as others have 

en a' prey to them. For 
at is to be feared, that your gaudy 
proſperity is an eye-ſore unto 
them, who have power over your 
ctates and lives, and will finde 
matter enough of quarrell againſt 
you, if there be not a change 
of manners, and' this wrought 
with diſcretion and ſpeed. Net- 
ther will this happily ſerve the 
turn to prevent theſe delignes, 
which (as we hear) are now _ 
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foot to alienate the Colledge-lands 
from publick 'uſe / for! the mainte« 
nance of learning to the propriety 
of private men, . the dangerous 
effetts whereof both to Church 
and State,not in-this preſent age 
only; but'alfo in "the generations 
to core, -T tremble to imagine; 
Mi jour. Aptiy. $132 "4p 
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SEEEPEGEVEGOD 
«| To the Judges, Law- 
ns yers,Cc. 


Have but little to ſay to you, 

Jbcing altogether unacquainted 

with your profeflion and your 
wayes. Forl neyeras yet ſucdany 

 & man at the Law, and was ne+- 
— | ver ſued by any for treſpaſſe or 
wrong done unto them, wherefore 
experience cannot teach me what 

to ſpeak of you. Nevertheleſfe 
there hath been a generall com- 

Te | plaint of the people in the hand 
|| for ſome years paſf, and as Jowd as 
it durft break forth againſt the ini- 
quity -and - oppreſſion of your 
urts of Judicature, as ifmighr, 

or favour, or money could more 
evail in them then equity or 
aw, neither is it filent unto:this 
day. Whether your fin were ac- 
cording to the clamour of the peo« 
ple or no, Icannot tell ; But > 
tas 
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this 1 am aſſured, that God will 
require much at your hands in the 
laſt and generall day of Judgment, 
there being no men alive, who 
have more frequent and fignal re- 
membrances of their duty,or alarms 
of their account. before the Al- 
mighty then you, beſides the ſpe- 
cial Obligations of ſolemn Oaths, 
and common ties = your Ccon- 
ſcience to doe the thing- which is 
lawfull and right. Happy.is it for 
you now, and for the State in 
which ye live, and much more 
bappy will it be for you. hereaf- 


ter, if yelay theſe things to heart, 
and praiſe bw > learn and know' 


Judgement and Truth, on which 
as. onthe the baſis the Peace and 
Lafety of 'eyery Common-wealth 
doe reſt, and thruſt afide, war, ca- 
Jlamity and ruine doe enſue with 
out remedy, TT 
Your proccedingsare many times 
Intricate and dark, not 46 be traced , 
iy popular and ordinary fent. 
here be. many - windings. and 
turnings in the Law , which few 
can- finde out, mazes and almoft | 


in. 
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inexplicable Jabyrinths to thoſe 
who arenoetguided by your clew. 
Bur ftill remember, who ftandeth 
in the midſt of you, even a God 
that feeth in darknefſe, to whom 
the darknefſe and light are both 
alike, ſecret. and hidden things 
are'open and manifeſt, Neither js Heb«4. 13s - 
there any creatare that is not manifeſt © 
in bis fight : but all things are naked 
and opened unto the eyes of bim with 
whom they bave to doe. Let there- 
fore the eighty ſecand Pſalm be 
your 'mirror ,' wherein to behold 
what you'are, what ye ſhould be, 
# amifle, and not upright accot- 
ding to the minde and will of 
God.And not hear only, but obey 
alfo his'commands in the Miniſtry 
oftheWord.A time there'was, wheh 
'the ſober 'admonition and milder 
reproof of the Preacher would 
not-goe down wich ſome of you; 
'bue were-diſtafted by your cor- 
| rupt pelates. And therefore a 
- | Miniſter 'was warned of his Di- 


'ocefatt', being then to preach be- 
tore the' Judges, not to touch ' 

> | upon this fitting ,- 'it liked them 
* Do nog 
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not forſooth to hear that which 

did pertain to. their ofticeand duty, 

or rather did tacitly check their 0+ 

mifſion and tranſgreflion thereof {0 

often repeated in their eares. Who 

were moſt faulty in this particu. 

lar, the Judges that did retuſe to 

be admoniſhed, the Biſhop who 
adviſed the . Miniſter to gratifie 

'them- in. their defire, or the Mini- 

ter if he did-obey the will of his 

. ſuperiour in this thing, let God 

judge. But I preſume it was: not 

i after this; manner, every..where, 

'Ror With all perſons, neither did 

it ( as I ſuppoſe) (continue thus 

Jong. And God forbid this uſe- 

fall and neceſſary liberty ſhouldJ. 

be diminiſhed or reſtrained in any 

part- thereof.' For can men roo 

often hear .of that, which: they 

are to. doe at .all times? : and 

which is of everlaſting, concern- 

ment to them? Bee. infiruGed 

plal 2, 10, therefore ye. Judges of the- earths ſerve 
** . the Lord with fear, - and-rejoice with 
. trembling. Now theſe are the things 
Zech.g, that ye ſhall doe, ſpeak, ye every man 
16,179, the truth to his neighlvur , : m_ 

| ſ 
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the judgement of Truth and Peace in 
your gates. And let none of you ima- 
gine evill . in your_ hearts againſt his 
neighbour, and love no falſe Oath, for 
all theſe -are things that 1 hate, ſaith 
the Lord, | 
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ANKKLRLD ARERSS 
To the City of Lon- 
don. 


T Am to ſpeak now toa very great 
Tea, of peoplegyea the | in 
this Nation,confidering the narrow 
_—_ of your abode; and would 
to God I were abJe'to ſpeak unto 
yu all at once, by the vocal ſound 
of my mouth , that I mlptre the 
better-teſtifie the inward affeion 
of my minde towards you, and not 
be conſtrained to beſpeak you ſe- 
verally by the whiſpering language 


oy pen. But what voice can 
be ſufhicient Tor the audtenee of 
ſo vaſt a multicude ? wherefore 
accept my reproof and counſel. ag 


It is tendred unto thee. Thou art. 


The largeſt City tr this Hand for 
the extent 'of bounds, the faireſt 
for magnificence of trufture, more 
populous, rich and mighty by - 

| enen 
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then any of thy other fiſters - "Bar 
according ta the uſuall and unhap- 
y fate of great Gities, and famous 
Dovecie z _ haſt not more 
abounded with people then- with 
fins. And thy ve not been 
mare peraicions thy (elf, then 
hurefull eo this whole Nation by 
exemplary contagion, much like 
thy plagues in former times. For 
thy price, deceit, hypocrific, fa&i- 


in 

)w | on, and other ſpirituall- maladies 
14 | have breathed: forth that poiſon 
to | fromthee, thewhich hath tranſu- 
ad | fed it ſelf through the policick 
he Body leaving no pure thereof free 
on | from infeRtjon- and. fickneſſe ; thy 

ot herefies and 'ſchiſms have —_ 


ee. | ted and divided, or rather torn-in 
oe || Pieces this Churchwhich was ance 
in _ in Dodrine , ſound in the 
of ith, entire in it ſelf and at peace 


hh. old hee neighbours. Thou: 


ter of Zion; for the tranſgreſſions of If. 3 
rael, ( England were found in thee, 
as it is aid of Tagcbiſh: for how 
lofty is thy pride — 
all 0Y ſufferings unto this 

H 3 oe 


wert the beginningofthe fix to the daugh- om th I, 
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1is9.9,10, ſent Day ?! yea the pride ani ftoutneſſ 
of thy 'beart hath been! like that -of 
Fphraim, and the inhabicane of $4+ 
maria 3 encreaſing in thineaffli&i. 
on, and-arifing yet higher from 
thy-fall, foraſmuchasthy' vain but 
coſtly garments inſtead of thoſe of 
Wwidowhood' are-ſtill upon - thee, 
and thy children are become more 
gorgeous in their apparell, and 
looſe in their behaviour, then in 
preceding times'4 thy daughtersal- 
fo like tofe of Sion; are bangby | 
$%. 3-16, nf 'walk With | ſtretched forthi necks, 
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing 
& they gee. Likewiſe disfiguring 
their countenance with fpots of 
immodefty and impudence,: there- 
by' publiſhing their own - ſhame; 
Yea thy ſervants and handmaids dg 
. now challenge the Nobles of the 
more remote Countrey for pride 
_ of clothing and bravery of attire 
'if not out+ſtrip many'''of them 
© And what wil poder in-the'end' 
thereof? re EL» 
Now touching thy. deceit, let 
the ſubtle contrivance .of thy 
ſhops, or dark fitwation 'of them 


\ 
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for the .delufion of all eyes that be- 


70 
gf f hbold' the ; baits of thy profit and: 
$2: | gain, witneſſe againſt thee and thy 
children, who generally a nd with 


om | one conſent ſay concerning evill it is Iſz.5 20.] 

but B good; put darkneffe for hght,' and bitter. 

of | forſweet,. though never perchance 

ee, | guilty of inverting the-pradtiſe as 

ore | the Fews then were, unlefſe the * 
nd | ſcene bealtered, and in ſtead of fel- 


in | ling to others, they buy of others 
al- # thoſe commodities whereof they 
by | may. make advantage for the fatures 
4 forthenas it is Prov. 20. 14, they: 


fay of every thing, It i naught it is Pco.20.14, 


ng | nught, but when they are gone their 
of | way then they boaſt, Thus they bend 


their tongues like their bow | for lies; 
Jer.9.3-oras it is v. 8. Their tongue 38 Jer. 9. 3 
an arrow ſhot out , it ſpeaketh deceit , 

each one ſpeaketh peaceably ts his neigh= 

bour with his mouth , but in heart hee 

layeth his. wait, verſ, $. Take ye heed 
therefore every one of his neighbour, and 

truſt yenot in any brother, . for every bro- 

ther will utterly ſupplant. And they will 

deceive every one his neighbour, and will 


t 

8 ſpeak the truth , they have. taught 
a | their tongues to ſpeak lies, .aud weaty 
r [79 H 4 themſelves 
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_—_ 5. themſelves toe commit iniquity. And 


not content herewith theme 
ſelves, . they alſo train up others 
after the ſame manner from their 
tender years, who like thoſe in 
Zephan. cap. 1.9. leap on thethreſhold, 
and fill their maſters hyuſes , it not 
with violence, yet ſurely with deceit, 
abuſing the ignorance and credu« 
licy of the fimple an& unexpert- 


-enced in their fallacions wayes of 


dealing, to the finfull advantage 
of thoſe whom they ſerve and can- 
not pleaſe without nw 

And all this they fairly diſguiſe 
with the mask of ſeeming ſanfti- 
ty, in profeſſion, in word, in ge- 
ſture, in converſation, in pre- 
tences, promiſes, affeverations, 
Oathes, every way. But more 
eſpecially and ſolemnly is this ap- 
pearance made on the Lords Day, 
wherein the drefſe of their apparel, 
and the ſhew of their devotion are 
both alike : the former above their 
outward rank and quality, the la- 
ter exceeding their inward affe- 
ction, For what eager concourſe | 
then. of all forts to the ages ; 

WHALE. 


ſoever droppeth from the 


a. 
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what throngingand thruſting for 


places ayd {ſcaxes approximate to- 
the Preacher ? what earneſt atten- 
tion. to the Sermon? what demure:- 
carciage all the while is ſeen in the 
Aſſembly ? how many diligent no-- 
taries are preſent to receive, whate 
Mis 


ſters lips? what fighing may yolt- 


hear oteentimes, and: groaning of 


the Auditours ? what expreſſions: 


may we behold almoſt in every 
countenance of ſorrow and re- 
morſe? what elevation of the 
gy to heaven? And yetalas how 
oone 1s all this 


them-) they return-with - all gree- 


dinelſe to. their wonted- courſes: 
of unjuſt dealing and unlawfall* 
gaine, by lying, fal{haod, perjury, . 
deceit , equivocations, mentall re-- 
ſervations, meerly Jeſuiticall, and - 
almoft. to as bad a purpoſe, chough- 
, Hts: Rot 


vaniſked and: 
| forgotten ? For after. one nights: 
fleep (notwithſtanding repecition- 
in-private houſes of what was pub-. 
- liquely delivered:in the. Charch , 
and. other-a&s of duty proper for 
the ſeaſon: there performed by: 


et tens - 
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not upon fo-great neceſſity. Thas 
-Jike the Gallant they feem at the 
-Church porch to bid Religion ſtay 
'there for them untill they ' came 
thicher again, as oftenas they tn 
part from the houſe of God, or 
at the moft retain but a weak and 
faint reliſh thereof untill the day 
be over paſt: ſo little doe they pra- 
Ciſe of what they learn in their lite, 
all the week after, as if the whole 
bufineſs of Chriſtianity did confſt 
in nothing elſe then in hearing , or 
valking of what we ought to doe, 
and not in obedience of the Truth: 

Buat'they will be ready to fay, 
ve have private and conſtant de- 
votions -at. home, as well as thoſe 

' we uſe inthe Lords houſe, and 
thereferealt our Religion doth not 
reſt on publique daty. - 

I anſwer, That which they al- 
lJeadge in their own defence doth 
make the more againft them, . for 
what is this your daily exerciſe 
of devotion, but an hypocriticall 
profanation of holy duties, when 
you uſe it for a pretence onely of 
Religion, for a ſhew of piety, or 
| rather 


-, 


A* - 


——_CG 


England's Reprover. 175 


rather for a veil of iniquity, Surety 
ſuch . feigned holineſleas this Is as 
diſtaſttull co the Almighty; ag open Mor. 23. 
profanenefſe : - And indeed no fer- + 
vice of God can profit us, or ſtand 
us in theleaſt ſtcad , without ju- 
ſtice and mercy towards man, as 
appeareth from Prov. 15. 8. -I. 1. 
15. and from many places more 
of holy writ, which plainly. telI 
us that where innocenceand inte- - 
grity are wanting in the Perſon, 
there can. be no acceptance of the 
Adion before -God, whatſoever ir 
be for the naureand quality there» 
of. In a word, the ſibſtance of our 
Chriſtian Profeſſion conliſteth in 
obeying the prafticall precepts of 
the Goſpell from faith unfeigned, > Tim. 
And this to obey. is much better 7-5: 
then any ſaccifice and oblation 
of prayer or praile we can offer to 
the Divine Majeſty. 

Now concerning the fation. of 
thy children, proceding fron: thy 
pride and aboundance ofall things, 
to. which ſome impute the.come 
mon ſufferings of thy Nation, itig 
ſirang2 to. conſider by what on 

| : = 


AR, 2 CEE On LA ah ene Gear e AFBhanss 4% 128 D/ed" 4, . = . 


England's Reprovere Ws 


der wiers. and ſubcill- motions it 
hath been conveyed through: thy 
whole corporation; and thongh 
it be more then” probable that 
worldly intereſt is moſt predomi» 
nant in the feverall oppoſite par- 
ties, yetevery one is taught to © 
his- Could who for os cauſe nd 
eruth of:God, and none more then 
they who moſtblaſpheme his name 
by their impure do&rines, which 
they commend to the world for 
thoſe of Chrift Jeſus, though as 
contrary. to what he. ſpake as dark- 
nefſe is to light. And becauſe 
theſe are the fruits of fa&ion and. 
ſchiſm ſometimes, (as it isnow ap» 
parent with us ) as well as- the 
cauſes thereof at other times, F 
wiſh men all to remember how dee 
and ſad their accounts will one day 
be; who have any .wayes procured” 
theſe dangerous maladies to the 
State and Church, or fomented the 
me by word or deed. For wee 


- plainly ſee to what condition both 


are reduced at: this preſent:, and' 


- every man maybe far a-Prophet as. 


to-foretel yet greater calamicies like 
. tE 
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to come upon us, except the Al- 
mighty doth wonderfally appeare 
for us,. and: thae ſpeedily ; but E 
forbear, neither ſhall T ſtirre the 
coals of their luſts, nor ſtrike the 
drunkards cup in indignation out 
of his hand ; nor rowſe thy deli- 
eate Dames from their bed of plea» 
fure and floth, whoſe life is no- 
thing elſe but ſleep and luſt, and 
putting on of apparel] not becom- 1 Per, 3; 
ming women profeſſing godlinefſe with n 
and coſtly fare with eaſe and ſpore, Tima.1e, 
according to the ſeverall yarictieg 
of them all: Nor ſball I Jabour to 
dfſolve the Adamantine hearts 
of thy creditours-into humane pi- 
ty towards their poore obnoxious 
debters. For have not theſe been 
the frequent and faithfull endea- 
yours of thy learned and pious Mi-- 5 
niſters- from. time to time for maty + 
years-together ? But their habitation Jer.g, & 
was inthe midſt of deceit, through deceit 
they refuſed to krow the Lord; yea thy Zech.7. 
children refuſed to hearken, and pulled *% 
away the ſhoulder, and fiypped their eary 
that they ſhould nat bear; Or were: 
like thoſe.of whom the Lord come. 

plainctlt: 
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plaineth,, and. deſcribeth to the 
Prophet Ezekgel, chap. 33. 3 tz 32; 
who with their -mouth: ſhewed: much 
love, (to the Prophet, and to his 
meſſage) but their heart (in the 
mean while) went after their, covet- 
onſneſſe, to whom he was as « very 
lovely fong , of one that hath a pleaſant 
woice and can play well on an inſtrument : 
for they heard his words, but they did 
them not. In like manner thy ſons 
and daughters were onely hearers 
of the Evangelicall word, but lefc 
the doing thereof to others, who 
were better affefted wich the ſame 
then they, contenting themſelves 
with this empty ſhadow of godli- 
nes,that they were continually pre- 
ſent to the outward Ordinance of 
the word, & did countenance or fa- 
your the meſſengers thereof;where- 


Er. 9:7. fore - bath the Lord of hoſts melted 
© them and tryed them, for how ſhould he 


otherwiſe doe for the daughters of his 


- *; © people ? Andcoh that thy children 
.:: had,been admoniſhed and reform- 


£d. .by .- the corre&ions of their 
heavenly Father\!.. But alas! their 
Eranſgreſſions are multiplyed befare the 
CN: 8 Esr 
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Lord, and their ſins teſtifie againſt them 
for their tranſgreſſions are with them, 
wnd af for their iniquities they know them, 


| Ti 'tranſereſſing and lying againſt the 


Lord, and departing away from their 
God, ſpeaking oppreſſion and revolt,con= 
cetving and uttering from the heart words 
of falſebood, © And judgement is turned 
away backward, 'and Tuſtice ' ſtandeth 
« far off, for truth is fallen in the ſtreet, 
and equity cannet enter,yea truth faileth, 
and he that departethfrom evill maketh 
himſelfe a prey, (or is accounted mad) 
yea, they proceed from evill to evilland 
they know not me on , the Lord. Shall 
he not therefore viſit for theſe 
things? and though he defer his * 
wrath for a ſeaſon, expeCing with 
patience their” repentance and con» 
verſion untohim, will it not break 
forth at the laft, : to confume his 


_ adverſaries as in a moment ?\ For 


while they be folded. together as thorns, Nab.1, 10, 
end while they are drunken as drunk- 


. ards they ſhall be devoured - as ſtubble 


fully dry. Thow haſt occaſioned and 
ſeen © with mercilefſe' hearts' and 
eyes, the grievous ſufferings of thy 


countrey, and ſhalt thou goe al- 


together 


_ 
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together unpunilhed ? is thy finne 
Jeiſe, yea is it not much-more then 
theirs? have not thy lampes: ſhi- 
ned forth moſt gloriouſly to thy: 
ſelfe and others when they have 
fate in darkneſſe?: And yet thay. 
haſt loved darktefſe rather then. light; 
becauſe thy works were evil. For 
thou doſt repreſent unto us the- 
wickednefſe of the whole Nation, 
contrafted indeed-intoa leſſer vo- 
tume, but more poliſhed. and reft- 
ned by theart of thine iniquity, 
overlayed with the faire gilt of 
hypocrily, but underneath more 
foule and ugly then that of the 
people, both in the fight of God, 
and of thoſe who know his wayes: 
aright, Thus deeeit: is with thee 
moreelegantang ſmooth in expreſ- 
fion,. but moredangeraeus and dark. 
in the myſtery,then it-is with thoſe 
of the Gountrey, In like manner 
other ſins goemore fine and trig: 
In their dreſſ here then in the ru« 
rall Townes or inferiour Cities, 
bue the 8kin underneath is-much- 
blacker, and the ſhape. moredefor- 
med then it.is. with. them : Only 
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impudence is .more daring in thy 


children then inany of the Nati= 
on, who generally are as yet un« 
capable of that immodeſty, which 
is every where comman with 
thee: And may they never learn 
more Of thar from thee, of which 
perchance they have too much al« 


Ye Ee. 

| Now as thou haſt in thee the fins 
of thoſe ample and glorious Cities 
which the Lord deſtroyed'in times 
paſt for their wickednefle, but are 
fill ſet forth for example of his 
Divine juſtice to ns that are alive 
this day, as well as to them thag 
have gone before us, and to. alt 
generations to-come : ſo fear and 
expett their judgements, and the 
more becauſe his 'mercies of all 
forts. have been greater towards 
thee then them, and thy warnings 
alſo of approaching vengeance 
move frequent $& ſignal, then theirs 


and yet behold their memorial is Plal, $.6; 


ok ya with them. Burt the Lord 
1 endure for ever, the fame in 
juftice as -in mercy to all men, 


throughout all ages. Take heed 
Os therefore: 


| | 
ſ | 
| 
{ | 
| 
i 
! 
! 
| 
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N2h,z, therefore leſt with an overflowing. 
8.9. floud: he make an utter end of the place: 
thereof, ſo that affliion riſe not up the 
ſecond time, Security is the daugh+ 
ter of ſin, but the mother of dan- 


.Pr67,16, ger. | Pride geeth: before . defiruFion ,. 


Iz, and a baughty ſpirit before a fall. Thou 
maieſt happily -(as:thy. elder ſiſters 
did before thee) dream of perpe« 
euity, when deſolation is athand : 
But oh remeniber. that there is no 

| ability with iniquity, .no ſafety 
in ſin; no peaceto thewicked.: Ba-: 
dylon, thou knoweſt, that was here- 
tofore: given to pleaſures as thon art 

| now, -dwelled carelefly as thou doft , 

. faid in her beart , as thou perchance 
I4q7-,9. ſpeakeft to thy ſelf, at this time, 1 
an and none. elſe befides me, T ſhall not 

ft ara widow , neither ſhall T know the 

loffe of children ; But theſe two. things 

eame to her, as the Prophet hinels ) 

In. a moment in.one day , thefſe of chil- 

drenand widow-hood.,, and- both in 

'* their perfeiiion, for the multitude of ber 
Sorcerers, and for the great aboundance 
Vi3,14. of ber enchantments. Her «Mjtrologers, 
Star-gazers, and monthly prognoſticators, 

could not ſtand up and ſaye her 
03:25, | from 


% 
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from thoſe things that were to come 
pon cher ,7. bux'- became er ſiubble 
themſelves for the power of the 
flame : neither ſhall thine be able 
to deliver thee, nor their own ſouls 
by all their wiſdome and know- 
lkedze from! the\wevill, which - the 
Lord hath determined againſt thee, 
verſ.13,14) Wherefore OFeruſakem, 
(London) waſh thine heart from wicks 
etineſſe, that thou mayeſt beſaved-: how 

14 ſreYiy vain th lodge within 
thee 5 There is bat vnewWiay left of 
eſcapefor thee, The Cord Mew in 


' thee, and dire®t thy ſteps therein, for 
his ſake, who is the waygthe truth, and Jok.14,&, 


thel;fe.. Towhdw with the Father, 


_ and withithe blefſed Spirit, be-a- 


ſcribed-all” honourzigtory, might, 
majeſty and dominion now and for 


evermore. Ame » © 


(+4 
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To the feduced of thi 
'. 148108, and t0 0s ma- 

ny 4s have ſeparated 
themſelves from the 
' Communion of our 


"7 Ere, 1 now: to- addrefſe my 
Y V. ſpeech toankumble though 
detgived people; I might tlie tiet- 
ter hape to: prevail wich them : 
but 1 am to deal wich men who 
generally are proud as well ag 
ignorant, and have added to er- 
rour in judgement, obſtinacy of 
will, anda ftrong preſumption of 
truth ; arrogating to themſelves 
immediate afliſtance and infallible 
direftion from the divine Spirit 
in what they maintain for the 
undoubted 


ANIL A ESI I ett At Sue SERA CH on, 
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undoubted Goſpell of Chriſt Je- 
ſus. - And who can ſhake this your 
confidence? Neverthelefſe I ſhall 
endeyour as: powerfully as I can, 
to convince you of your ſelf- 
deceit and falſhood, and perſwade 
ou to another,but ſounder mind, 
Kviog the ſucceſfe to him, with 


. whom all things are poſſible and 


eaſte to be- done: Firſt then ler 
me enquire of- you, why ye did 
fo long adhereunto this Church 
in times-paſt, and why ye are ſo 
fooh removedfrom it as in amo» 
ment ?*What is the- cauſe of you 
former communion with us, and 
your ſudden departure from us? 
Surely the firſt maſt needs argue 
great weakneſle of judgement, and 
wane of conſideration in you, 
and how ye can deferid - the 


from the juſt imputation of un- 


ftableneſſe in religion and levity of 
mind,is more then I can learn you. 


'If your-new pretended Paftours, 
a 


(as = deem them) extraor- 
dinary Teachers-in reſpect of their 
calling, : deliver you: the ſame _ 


truths: which'ye received or might . 
| beave 


ES "LPT 
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have received from the old, why 
are they better accepted'wich you' 
now then heretofore ? or why are 
they better taken at the hands of 
the former then of the latter ?. Is it 
for the grace and manner of deli-: 
very, or for their perſons 'who 
commend the fame unto you ? It 
eicher, or'7both ' of ' theſe be the 
cauſe-of this" change ;:do ye not 
2 Cor. 10, look on things after the outward appeas« 


. To 
Joh,7.24. 


rence, and not judge righteous Judges 
ment ? You will ſay perchance, that 


the power of the Almighty doth 
manifeſt -it ſelf unto them, becauſe 
though ignorant and unlearned 
men they pray and preach with 
the ſame facility or with more 
dexterity ſometimes then / men 
learfiirig and'parts 5 Butcan ye 
ſhew us 'that God did: ever work 
'a needtefſe miracle, - either! in re- 
vealing his truth, or witneſling it 
tothe world? Hath any man ſpake 
with tongues, 'or done” !mighty 
 figns *and' woriders- by the -hdwer 
" of the” Spirtt :of Godz; fince::the 
* %« x Goſpel waspreached'tb all;#ivhti- 


Iz,. 


Cor.1q, Ons? If ye know'ſuch'a one produce 


him 
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him without delay, that we may . 
ſee alſo and beleeve him with you. 
But this is not likely to come to 
paſſe, however (as I am informed) 
ſome have gone about, though 
-in vain, to perſwade us the truth 
of things:as ineredibleas theſe to 
juſtifie their cauſe. i599 
' Beſides this, who will take you 
to be competent Judges - of ' thoſe 
gifts inn other men, whereof ye 
have ſo ſmall a portion your 
ſelves,or perchance no ſhare at all ? 
Laſtly,the means of knowledge in 
this nation, have been ſo plentifull 


andcommon every where for many 
-years.together (Bleſſed be the Lord 
torthis his unſpeakable gite)partly 
by the. teaching, and partly 


y the | 
writing of the. learned, that it is 
an eakie » matter now for men of 


good naturall parts with ordinary 


induſtry uſed in hearing and ob- 
ſerving what is taught them by 
mouth, or in reading what is pub- 


-liſhed from the preſſe, to: gaine 


.chough whereby to ſer themſelves 
forth with credit and. __ of 
knowledge for a time in the ay. 


p_—_r aA en B> | tt 
by 


z Cor.16, 
I6« 
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eſpecially, if 
.confident and bold above meaſure) 
amongſt the ignorant and vulgar 
ſore, of which mote ye ate; and 
to delude your fwplicity, while 
they boaſt of things without their med« 
fare, that is, of other mens labours, 
or in another mans rule and line of 
things 'maile ready to their hand, Ie». 
tunto you in one place, thoſe 
rmons which they have heard 
before in another from men calletl 
to the work ; yet ſo'that you muſt 
eake them to be theirs; and as thic 
fudden 'iflaes of their inventiog/, 
not ſecond accounts of their me- 
mory, which tchey have immedt- 
ately received from the Lord,and 
notfrom man. Butzbe thatglorieth, 
tet him glory in; the Lord. © 
Again, if they commend unto 
you contrary dodrines 'to rhofe 
that ye: formerly received; or [new - 
and ftrange of which ye havenot 
heard” in times paſt, be wary! amd 


well adviſed how you etiterthim 


them, leſt they fed you: with 
chaffe in ſtead of whenrz give you 'a 
fone for bread, or a ſeipent —_— 

. ; | @) | 
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of-a Sb, or preſent you with a- 
draught of deadly poiſon 'while 


they promiſe you a cup of pure 
wine. To: this end take heed I 
pray you of theic :{firituall flae-- 


ary, whereby they ſecretly  inſi- 


auate mto your mindes an high, 
but groundleſle and falſe .conceit 
.of knowledge and Saintſhip; not 
only. abovegbuc alſo with cxclufion 
of other men, not agreeing with 
you in opinion or fa&ion from 
theſe ay priviledges. ' /For 
befides that 'this pride + of ſpiric 
doth. lay you open to their flic 
and- dangerous 'infinuations of 
;heveſie, and .cvery falſe dodrine 
whereby they do- impoſe . upon 


io che fghe afthe&lmigife)>as ap- 


pearcth from: Lak.1'8: 9;&c. d'Luk; 18; 
| rely:itisalmoſt beyond all belief 9, &cG, , 


how far this tympany of ſpiritual 
pride hath fwoln in dn Fous 
orthat they have imagined: then» 
elves £0 bein atace of perfeftion 
above divine ordinances, namely, 
; tax ho preaching,” Sicraments;and 
46 there |be any other aft of duty 
1 pertaining 
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. , pertaining to the worſhip of God, 
notwithftanding the Apoſtles and 
- Jeſus Chriſt himfelf, doe every 
where commend and command the 
uſe of theſe 'tv the Church, 'nat 
. by their precept only, but by their 
exarhple alſo ;:for how often doe 
- we. finde it teſtthed of che Lord by 
.thoſe who' were::from the begin: 
ning eze-witneſſes and Miniſters of the 
word, as the Evangeliſt ſpeaketh, 
Lt. x. that he prayed to the Father 
-when he lived. on the/earch? See 
eſpecially; 'Luk. 6. 12. & 22. 42, 
ith 44. 4s not this'then unheard 
: of, and more tlien Pharifaical pride 
in you? .. For, the Diſciple is ns 
aboe his Maſter, nor the ſervant above 
' 1 bis: Lord. 11:4s enough for 'the \Diſciple 
that be .he us bis Mafter, and the Ser- 

- antas his Lord, Not unlike! this 


,-:--: 3s/your aſſuming to' your. ſelves 


the honourable and glorious title 
of Saints, and yet refaling eo own 
the: Apoſtles by-this name, as' if 
tbeir- Saintſhip were queſtionable, 
yours-(certain ' and -withour-all 
doubt; :neivber,: can the 'Popith 
cuſtome any waies: plead for, or 
| ' excuſe 
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excuſe this diſuſe; for, that, they 
were- Saints as well as 'you; ye 
durſt not ' deny, why then . ye 
may. not call them Saints, iyou bave 
nothing to affirm ; eſpecially con- 
fidering that the holy Ghoſt doth 
beſtow the honour of this appely 
hrion upon them, and not upon 


them only, bucupon their diſci- ,* 


ples alſo, far inferiour to them in 
grace and holineſſe. 

-* And now. conlider with me I 
pray you,the perilous conſequence 
of your ſchiſme or .ſeparation/from 
the Church, ' to. the renouncin 
ofthe miniftry and baptiſme whi 
ye received firſt from it. For it 
our Charch be. indeed a true 
Church, what have:ye done Jeſſe in 
thus:deſerting it, then'-renounced 
| —_—_— himſelf? as appeareth 
:froma Theſſ.1. 1. where we-plain- 
-ly fee the ground and foundition 


D- 


See Ep. - 
Z. 5. with 
"OW 


-of every true Church : and like- - 


iwiſe from Luk, 10. 16. where -we 


-perceive .the firſt originall of mint» . 
ſteriall power in the Church, and *' 


:how far the'contempt thereof rea- 
-cheth, even |. unto... God . him{c lf. 
£502 I2  . Thcrs 
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There-can be! no. ſalvation then 
out-'of the true Church, this alone 
like Noabs» #rke doth preſerve us 
by Baptiſme from the deluge of dis 
vine wrath; or like the Ship, AF. 27. 
_ In which we muſt abideat any hand, 
_ dry 64thict (el fe tbe ſaved; > In like mans 
-her -nonecanpublickly teachnone 
cart -baptize ''without . commiſſion 
and authority 'from 'Chrift the 
head of the Charch, asis manifeſt 
from Mat. 2$. 18, 19,20. where 
we may: evidently diſcern that the 
Apoſtles ' aurhorivy- t0 teach and 
Hhaptizey ver(. 19, 20. is immediately 
derived from the ſagpreme power 
of 'Chriſt which.che Father [gave 
him by vertaeof his office, verſ. 18. 
Whereforeino man. can teach with 
profii-as a Miniſter, 1no- man :can 
Saptize bat -a - Minifter:.. in; the 
Chuich of -God; who. hath by ahe 
Apoſtles and :their :ſucceſſburs re- 
ceived this power ofthe Lord Je- 
ſus, -who did not 'preach himſelf 
beforehe was.ſenc, and butfor:thac 

-he was ſent, oo oo io oi ft 
Yon fee chtn clearly how mach 
you-ftazardyour' __ 
-4_ OUuls 


be. Englard's Reprover. | 


193 | 


— 


ifit be a trae Church ; .and-in caſe 
it be a-falfe one, ye have neithec 


. pdgement to!diſcern,: 'nor. reafon 


to prove thar it is ſo either for 
your own, or other mens fatis- 
fiction in thispoint;z and (as-I do 


betceve) no- man living apon: the- 


face of the whole earth. And in« 
deed to'ſay the truth; your ig+ 
norance andwant.of due inſtru. 
on at the firft, was the 'true and 
main caufe of your ſedufion and 
ſchiſme : for who have more fal- 
len. off | from fellowſhip with uz. 
then thofe that wereinever yet ac- 
quairived! with the''principles: of 
our. faith; and grounds: of the: 
dof&rine which we: profeſſe? And: 


though ye pretend indeed, that. 
the Antichriftian calling, falſe tea» 


ching, and | ſcandalous -living of: 
our: Miniſters, gaveyou-juſt cauſe : 
of ſeparating fromrus ; the former | 
upon - examination would:prove- 


| loud and lewd {landers. of ignas 


rance, or-of malice ; andas for the- 
latter 4r.cannor excuſe you'in this- 
matter: defore Godz: as appeareth: 

-t I 3; fronx : 


fouls in- forſakifg our Church,. 
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. your - ſeducers,and al 


froma like caſe,Mat.23.2,3.Where- 
fore God hath ſuffered that "curſe; 
2 Tam.3.23..t0 light _ many of 

o mfon.-you 
who are deceived by them, in whom 


2. their worddoth eat as doth @ canker.” 


For' who hath yet giver: in a full 
catalogue of all your: errours and. 
herefaes? So: many 'and mianifold. 
are they, and yet encreaſing more: 
and:more every day, whereby the: 
truth: of: Godis: almoſt deftied in; 
each part andartictethereof,the au-: 
thoriey of the Apoſtles,. queſtioned 
by ſome viltfiedand-derided-of os: 
thers;as Emayibe bold to:ſpeak wp-: 
on mine own knowledge, Forkwel 
yemember,” that: a certain; Woman 
of your fafion, in diſcourſe” at 


-the table with my-ſelf and others 


maintaining a point of dodrine: 
Not 'agreaable to ithe ! Analogie: of, 
faith,: and: being urged '2o | the. 
contrary by us with the- words of, 
Chriſt: and of: his Apoſtle St. Peter: 
replyed, that . the did regard: what 
Chriſt fpake, - but: as; : for, chat: 
which: Peter ſaid, ſhe gave:no more: : 
hecd'to' its and cared no. more. for : 
' (1E0687 >. 4 1t 


% 


- England's Reprover. 


M then if it had been ſpoken by 


ſome other man. ' 


As for the Apoftaſieof ſome, it. 


3s ſo -great: and generall, that they 


ſeem wholly to degenerate from 


the profeſſion of Chriſt Jeſus or 
to Atheiſme and utter. unbeliet of 


the truth.. For who can 'excuſe: 
them that are: termed 'Ranters. 
from this dreadful] imputation, 


that ſhall} recount the -damnable 
tenents, which they maintain , 
and praCtiſes wherein they glory; 
the which to mention or expreſle 


were to defile:the P whereon 
' E write? ſurely theſe Gif any now) 
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are the men whom God hath given-Rom.1.28. 


over to 4 reprobate mind?, to do thoſe: 


things which are not convenient : 


Wherefore ye that are more ſober 
minded then your fellowes,. and' 
- not ſo much forſaken of divine 


grace as they, be admoniſhed by 


their folliesto refinquiſh that pro- * 


fane ſociety to which you have ad- 


joyned your ſelyes through the de- 


ceitfulneſſe of errour and fin un- 


der the colour of trath and holi-. 


nefſe, the new but falſe lights whi-h 
I 4 theſe 
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theſe jII guides hold forth. unto 
you, leſt as yedo partake in their 
abominations,: fo-ye partake with- 
them alſo of the judgements and 
pune they have de- 

2:Cor. 6. ſerved. For what-:concord hath Chriſt 
IF» with Belial ?- Wherefore come out from | 
Verſ 17, among them, and beye ſ-parate, ſaith the- 
18. Lord; and touch not the unclean thing, 
and I*mill receive you, and will be a 
Pather unto-you, andye ſpall be my fors 
and daughters, faith the Lord Almighty. 
Now confrder _—_— ſay, on on Lord 
e-you underſtanding in ll. things. 
2:Tim.2, 7 ee rett who oppoſe themſelves, 
252266 God give than alſo repentance to the 
|  echnowledgingof the with, and that they 
may recover themſelves (awake) out 
of the ſnare of :the devill, who are ta- 
ben captive (aliveY-by . bim at bis. will, 

Amen. | | 
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Ha dath.-but indifferently,” 
Lobicrve themanner and courſe: 
of your-.lives (O ye lipfull Englith. 
people?) ſhall generally f2nde. you 
to be ſuch: as walk. quice contrary 
to the-light ayd-truth of the Go-. 
ſpell, which. ye:do..-profeſle and 
haive.vewed to mdintain. For firſt 
ye are- either. openly profane jn/ 
yonr converſation, not only abs - 
ſfaining but. abhorring fromthe. 
appearance of that which ;is goody 
er put; on-the « rough: garment of 
ſeeming; ſad&iry' and: auſterity, of 
lfe, to,deceive the credulousparr 


| of the world by this - diſguiſe of 


lypoceifie-in a good+! opinion of © 


| you: the-dheatter.: to -acoomplith ' 


your ambitious' er 'covetousends« | 
And therefore © to ſwear  ralbly: 
ef] I5; without: 
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without adviſe or cauſe is as com- 
mon with many as their ordinary 
ſpeech. The negle& and contempt 
of Gods worſhip both publick 
aud private, with ' the Miniſter 
thereof morenotorious then* ever, 
as may appear -by the following 


LL) 4 


inſtance, For the vulgar country 


| People make it no matter of con- 


{cjientron the Lords day*to'abſeng 
themſelves fromthe 'congregation. 
as often as 'they Iift, upon the 
leaſt, and withoutany juſt 'pretente: 
whatſoever, and come thither pas 2 
pes, like 'their  0xe,-- flowly and 
Grdily at the beſt althoagh they: 
Will be ſure to! be! at "their mar-- 


ketsit due ſeaſons, and therefore 


haſten- to thetn- with nimble pace 
and meaſure ; yeaglike men affrigh» 
ted ſonietiipes or purſied' by: their: 
enemies,” with like *niotion-/ does | 
tbey: precipitate themſelves or tu- 
multuoully--depart © out” of the: 
Church afſoon, and frequently be- 
fore'the Miniſters bletling-:- And' 
duripg their preſence the'Aſlſem-- 
bly; good-God;whardrowlſineſſe, 
want of attention, ſporting, ſmi- 
$500:17 2 ling,, 
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ling,. wandring of. the. eycs after 
evefy perſon that entreth in,gazing 
upon the Habic and countenance 
ot thoſe thatarepreſent with them- 
{lves, and other irreverent ge- 
ſtures may we perceive in the au-- 
ditory? As for thoſe who by 
their coming, anticipate the time, 
of divine ſervice, 'or- tarry. aſter ic 
in- or near the place thereof: they 
wholly minde their worldly buiz= 
neſſe, diſcourſing of their land,cat= 
tell, corn, bargains of the ſeaſon, 
weather, and ſuch like, to omit, 
worſe matters, though theſe be 
bad -enough, ſo little do they re- 
memb-r or: regard” for what end' 
they came to the. Church, what 
they heard there, and to whonr 
they muſt one day give an account. 
for both. Andin this particular, 
as well. as in rany other. the-moſt. 
rofefſed enemies of our Religion,. 
e-Turks will condemn. you at 
the laſt day, who at their com- 
mon deyotions, count it no ſmall. 
treſpaſſe againſt the Majeſty and” 
honour fof. God, ſo much as to. 
ſcratch the head, or to uſe, any. 
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other indecent or impertinent ge-' 
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ſtare, imagining their prayers by 


. this means to. become ineffe&uall 


and fruitlefſe for-them. before the 
throne. of the. Almighty, as one. 
long converſant among them hath . 
obſerved.: And for this caufe they. 
will uſually tranſgreſfe the bounds: + 
.of a ſabbath daies journey in wa- 
velling to ſome other ' remote 
Ghacch, there to ſerve God. as: 
they pretend upon any worldly: 


. occafions, or .concerning. profane. 


buſineſſe of commerce and ſuch 
Iike, when-they will: ſcarce make. 
a.ſtep out. of their houſes to their 
own congregation, though the. 
Place-or -Church be never ſo nees 
unto them, unleſſe perchance they 
havean-errand to do there of the- 
ſame nature with'the former, Thus . 
God is ſerved in pretence, but the. 
world in truth, or in deed; or in--. | 
deed the Devill, who ſetteth them . 
a. work, though upon. their own. 
buſinefle, ; | 

Now. what grofſe ignorance. 
doth every where blinde..the eyes 
ob this people? For. niany, not» 
withe - 
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long accuſtomed ro' the hearihg' of- 
Sermons, -and can - yeeld* you an 
ora]l confeſſion of their faith, un- 

derftanding no more what they - 


ſay > though in their mother 


tongue, then their forefathers did, 
ofthat which they 'were' taught 
by,” their Priefts, to repeat in- a 
range and unknown language; 
neither can they- diftingaiſh be- 
tween: a precept and. a prayer, but 
uſually confound both as one in 
theic oriſonsand private devotions. 
Hence it is that they fearce look 


higher then. to the common pro- - 


vidence of God in all their waies, 
giving them-- ſeaſonable weather, 


and fruitfall ſeaſons, with other 
common bleſingy of life, or. with- - 


holding theſe from them, when- 
he is difpleaſed with them for 
their fins. In themean*tirfe they- 


are altogether ſenſlefſe of his ſaving. 


youu in Chriſt Jeſus:: and as they 


ee} not -the-want, ſo it is to be- 


benefit thereof+ And indeed jthey 


\ 


milwlly clofe- rhtir-cyer againſ®* 
- the: 


' feared that they never obtain -the- 
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the light;cither groffely neg]eQing,. 
Or) oats refixling ,:to know 
more thenithey do, at leaſt ſo. much. 
as-they, ought., For they, neither, 
reſpe&- nos make uſe of a miniſter 
for his gifts, whereby. heis.able to. 
inſtru& thery, nor conſider the ne- 
city and , unſpeakable benefit: of 
his,office in ocder to: better, be- 
ing then this preſent life,. but it he. 
be a man given to. hoſpitality; no 
exaCter. of his tithes, eafie. and. 
willing to be deceived in matter of 
contratt and right, they more re- 
gard him. for this, bounty, and fa- 
cility of manners; then tor all the: 
good he can do them in; reference 
totheir precious ſouls,. like thoſe 
of whom we read, Fc. 6. 26. that 
followed Chriſt for his meat, not for 
his miracles.and dyfirine. And there» 
fore men of the, other temper have. 
been, very, evilly entteated. by. 
. them in theſe obnoxious and dan- 
gerous times. | 
. In like manner the. Bible is Iaid' 
alide by the .ruder ſort,as well in. . 
reſpett of doweſtick uleas of pub= 
lick pragtiſc,.apd, where it (is re-: 
T3 ; 7% "ns 
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ceived into their houſes; and read. 
ati certain ſeaſons; 'ic i8:a ſhame! 
to ſee how ſlovenly.ivis cofled up: 
atid\ down, -and: foyled by choſe, 
places where \it-is carelefly thrown 
as if it were ſome baſe utenfil -. of 
the kitchin, or of - ſome other- 


 r60mbelongingto the houſe,not a 


pearl of that: price whereat» every 
ſober Chriſtiawdoth efteenv-it; ov: 
at' leaſt onghe to do.. Arid Fwould- 
to God this were not a generall 
fmt throughout the Nation, and 


the Index of a greater; I mean the. 


inward. {lghting of; that word: 
which' we outwardly - thus: vilifie! 
and: (diſgrace: for although 
ſhonld beloth to perſwade others, 
orallow.in thema ſaperſitions re-- 
veyerence towards the Book ; ſuch. 
.as the Turks'nie towards'their Al- 
corary(who! count. it:an haorcible- 


. crimefor any man, though-unwit- 


tingly,to. fit upon it, and puniſin,,.,;.. 


the ſame with death in a Chrifti 


an :)yet I cannot but minde you of. 
_ that whicli is comely and:agreeable 
tothe nature of the thing; with»* 
eut which; we muſt necds bewray” 
Ne 2 


{ 
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a->kinde:: of: ixreligian ..or - con- 
tempt! of:that which -is boly,and:; 
give octafio- of ſcandal 19 thoſe - 
who ave. of. different |. profeſſion + 
from. us: - whereſore- it.-t5 fhoried - 
of .Eiward. the. ſixth, that godly. 
Prince: and firſt: reformer 


yY | 
of this: Church, that being.upon - 


ſome: occafion to: look out: at a- 
window ina houſe | where; he - 
was, and having a Bible brought. 
ta him to ftand: thereon: for higs- 

r conveniency of -ſ{tght, he: 


utterly refuſed co make uſe theres; - 


of for this; purpoſe; but devout-: 
Iy-kifing it, | in-. the- preſence - of: 
theat/:that ſtood by, be Taid'ic 
_— the _ id: atru- 
yroyall: examplernot piety, by- 
which be ſhewod nk a. w_g 
Pineſſe : the : world might. have. 
expected from -his future governs. 


ment, if God had not then judged- - 


him: coo good for an cartbly, and: 
-Ccaunted him worthy ta.receive:an 


© heavenly kingdame. 


Now conteraing youridemean are; 
cowards che Miniſters of the Lord: 
Guilt, 1C:nRay. YUP avell: .feeme; 


a very, / 


| 
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very incredibleto all men'oforher 
profeſſions/in the- world,ro whony 
ye giveplace for love and honour, 
uſually given to ſuch ag ſerve them- 
in holy things, that I may not fay 
far outſtrip and goe beyond any 
of them in malice and miſchief to= 
wards yoar fpiritoall Guides, 
eſpecially of lare years ſince you: 
have had more freeand ſafe oppore 
tunity of ſhewing yourdiſaffc&ion- 
to them, or ſpleen againſt them, 
then in preceding thnes. It hath 
erer- been-. your ife received: - 
arp try ugarnr br 
as much as ce anch- 
ent Lindimeiks) wall ro entrench. 
npon/ the bounds and the. inkeri- 


_ tance of the G ; and this ye 
Ry —_ of 


have done. by c 
known rightsbelonging'to the Mi- 
niftry | by. pretended, bur: falſe 
preſcription and caſtome againſt: 
both humane and Divine Law by 
Defalcation of Tikes, unjuſt pay- 
ment or derention -of them, evali- 
ons;colluſrons, and by other wayes 
as bad as theſe. But now yedehre a. 
releaſe of this debz,or non-payment- 
. thereof, 


þ 4 , 
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thereof, fome (as they make ſbew) 
for. conſcience ſake, becauſe itis in- 
their.account part of the Levitica]l 
Law, or of the old Jewiſh bondage 
from which ' they arc ' wholly 
exempt by Chriſt Jeſus, others for 
no other end either in (hew or in 
truth, then to ſpare this coſt of 
Religion, and to lay the gaine to 
their own private treaſures. And 
ſurely we have cauſe to beleive that 
if the common Countrey people 
might be freed from this nngrate- 


» full penfion, or might Tithes (as 


they ſpeak) be laid aſleep, they - 
wenks-<an -much- none "if the 
Miniſtry.alſo ſlept with the ſame 
for as they count' the one an-ex- 


''tream burden to their purſes, and 


vherefore mever yet paid Tithes 
with a willing minde- :ſo they feel 
the ather a burden to their conſci- 
ence, from-which they: would-be 
delivered, did riota ſuperiour fear 
limit and reftrain them in this 
impious deſire: and. ungodly. will ; 
For they cannot endure to fee 4 
Miniſter - thrive: by their: labour, 
though pining with bis owne ; 
5:36 an 
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and for their fakes in the. Lords 
*'As for the other ſort ,- whoſe 


conſcience - (as they profeſſe) wilt. 


not permit them to be  Tithers 
according to the Law by which we 
are governed, for fear of ſubje&- 
mg themſelves to' a Ceremoniall- 
rite or duty now abrogated by the 
Goſpel, -itis'ftrange ro conkder , 
both how vain their fear is in this 
caſe, becauſe this burden is nos 
impoſed on them by virtue of the 
Mofſaicall Law,: but by the civill 
a of. =» | 
oſpelz neither can it be-proved,; 
that It is: a- part: of-that- fadow, 
whereof: Chriſt is: the Body 3 and 
alfo: how falſe their pretence is- 


of- Chriſtian 'tendernefſe 'int this” 
bufinefſe, becauſe the ſame perſons. 


wha alleadge- againſt che Miniſters: 
that they receive of the people, 
that-portion which was properly 
due:.to. the Leviticall Prieſthood, 
doe at the : fame time complaine 


that they /pay -more/ now '&©'- the- 


Minifter-under-the Goſpelt ,*then 


thayſewes did o the Prieſt under - 
M1 Ga the 


a = 
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the Law, namely, a fifth-for their 
tenth part; which if true, the rate 
_— — —_— _ 
it was then,and they dq apparently 
pluck down with one hand, what: 
they built up with the other. But 
the truth is, - that which-ye both: 
driveat, andalt the peopleot this 
ance flaurifhing- Iſlands: together: 
with them, is how'ye- may. ferve 
the Lord-at: the ealteſt} hand. A: 
cheap religion, by which ye my 
ſave moſt; and: thrive beſt the: 
world; wherein: in-Jcaſt txouble and' 
mindesalthough (a3 one welb-faid): 
he. that-thinkechto faveany! thing: 
by his pion but his ſoule; wil 
prove & loſer- intheend. And yer 
we liave known a man in our times 
—_— Ries of a 
Gentleman, who year by year pre- 
feiited to: his Miziter © free will 
offering of that value, which here- 
tofore would have been accounted 
a. liberaH- flipend-far a ferving- 
. Curate, and: doth now'paſſe for a 
tolerable: ſalary!; im Ge "> þ 
© 119 ” houles 
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houſes far a Domeſtick Chaplain, 
eſpecially where - the Patron is 42 
man ofthe novel profeſſion. Ota far 
different and worſemind was that 
witlelſe and.gracelefle Juftice (it 1 
miſtake not } of the County of 
Buckingham, who was not .aſhaimed 
£0 rf openly at. the mecting of 
yakued .the labour ofa Miniſter 'n@ 
more then he did two dayes work 
-of ,a day-labouring man. But 
happily there be many.moce ofthe 
{ame minde with this young: no- 
yice ,: although they have. ,more 
diſcretion then to utter:it:thus free- 
ly as he didzas forthe otherT mutt 
confelle, I bave not as yet found a 
companion for him, and know got 
whereto ſeek one... And wow I.ſball 
take afurcher.yiew of your wicked 
praiſes againſt thoſe, who have 
taixhfully ſerved you in-the Goſpel 
of:Chriit Jeſus, 

The time was when your Pros 
.genitors made a lamemtable cony- 
plaige-(aschey recmir), by way-of 
ſupplication.to; the High Coyct iof a Perfei 
| Partiamms for alearned MT, 0N;I585, 
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and withall requeſted that the full 
maintenance ot' Tithes; tight be 
again reftored to the Cliurch, with 
what intention, God knoweth to 
whom I leave it. But the time is 
come inwhich you their unhappy 
poſterity delighemorein unlearn 
then''in' learned Miniſters, and 
rhany of you have made humble 
addreffes to the preſent power,that 
ye might be freed frem the decimal 
charge as too grievous for you to 
bear,' and more then the neceſſities 
of the Paſtour; or (as you imagine 
perchance) the dignity 'of his cal- 
Fing doth require. And however 
the-reſt were cloſe or filenc in the 
matter , it is juſtly ſuſpe&ed by 
ſome, thatit- was not fomuch rhe 
love of the Miniſtry, as fear left 
'they ſhould be. only poaſted off ro 
more 'rigorousexaQers of this pay- 
'-ment,nort caſed of the bardenwhich 
deterred then from-joining with 
then former In the ſame{frequeſt.But 
" this hapyily may feerirather a mat- 
ter of caverguſneſ for your ſelves, 
the' of malice againſt 'your' Mini- 
ſers; or ind&&d aperntcious efft& of 
z your other proceedings 
lowdly 
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lowdly publiſh and' proclaim to 
the world chemalice and bitcernefs 
-of your ſpiricsagainſt them. For 
'with what eagerneſſe of minde and 


-earneſt endeavour have ye proſecu-. 
ted the ejeftion of many a worthy 
-Jabourer- in. Gods harveſt out of - 


-his lawfull poſſeſſion? And by how 
light means have ye ſect on foot, yea 
'and accompliſhed alfo your mi(- 
*chievous d 

{lender and uncertain informations 
brought againſt them,' otherwhile 


'by trivolons accuſations, and 


ſometime again by falſe imputati- 
ons of malignancy, popery, ſuper- 
fticion, and of fic like crimes , 
aid to their charge, from which 
they were altogether free, not 


without the ſubornation of | falſe 
witneſſes ſometimes to atteſt the 
ſame: - And in cafe new matters of 
fcandall were wanting , whereby 
'to make them odious to the ruling 
'Power, thoſe which time had 


almoft buried in oblivion , were 


revived again by you to theinfamy 


and damage of your Paftors , as if 


they-were not men'-compaſled a- 


bout with inficmity , as well as 
others 


elignes? ſometimes by . 


"WM 
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others , or your ſelves free from all 


Jokg '» not needing the mercy 
Shar as 


im who is-the common. Re- 
deemer of you both, and though 
encedit, how can ye with .con- 
—_—_ expedt it,if that be trueas ye 


; 


| Jam.2-13- finde, Jam-2. 13.For-he ſha bave judge 


ment without-mercy, that hath ſhewed no 
mercy? For neither your #ords nar 
«deeds bave been ſuch: toward them 
as doe- become men that ſhell be 
Judged by the law of Liberty, becauſe 
;Je bave uſed rigour and extremity 
4n them both, not adviſing in the 
leaſt meaſure with the Law of 
Chriſt : For otherwiſe ye woeu'd 
not haveaggravated after this man- 
ner every | matter which ought 
any wayes tend .totheir prejudice, 
Þur rather. have. pafſed by. ſudb as 
theſe, and, cither. . conceabed: | the 
greateſt where xhere was. hope of 
repentance and. amendment, ordol- 
Jowed the ſame with all meeknefs 
and moderation, conlidering - the 
perſons. whom ye.did purſue, ;and 
the ſad calamities which-were /like- 
1y co befall them and their-fami lies, 
it judgement {hould proceed again 
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And ſurely it is ſtranpe that the 


painfull induftry of many years in' 


the work of the Miniſtry could not ' 
prevail either with you who did 
partake thereof to conceal, or with 


thoſe that were their Judges, and 


without doubr knew as much, to 
pardon one or a few errours of 
their life upon promiſe of more 
firi&& converſation for the titne to 


come. Ye did pretend indeed that. 


zeal for the Truth onely, andlove 
of Gods people did ſet you thus in 
oppoſition againſt the ſcandalongs 
Miniſters , or thoſe whom ye were 
pleaſed to term ſo : but fear,your 
own conſcience will one day tel} 
you plainly - (and I pray God not 
too late) that private quarrels, per 
ſonal intereſts,and felt ends carried 
you all along in theſe unwarran- 
table courſes of mifchiefand perſe- 
cution; for ſome'of you, to our 


| knowledge, who have been moft 


forward to ' thruſt forth of the 
Lords inheritance them that for 
many years together hadminiſtred 
unto you in holy things, have been 
the firſt that fell <into- diſlike- of 
gs K theic 
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their owne new:choice, and-reftuſtd 
to, give them maintenance accor- 
ding to the. Law.. Sa-.weak and 
unſloble is your judgement,ſ{ofickle 
your atte&ion,ſfo immodcrate your: 
delire ot novelty, ſo blinde your 
conſcience in diſcerning your own 
hkcarts, fo ſqueemiſh your mindes 
to. receive truth, if it doth any 
wiſe nuke: againſt your worldly. 
advantage, or tquch upon your 
fins, the which thbaugh neyer ſo. 
rrievous and maniteſt, 10 man muſt 
ſbive, or reppve auother : for thy people 
are as they that ſltive with the Prieſt. 
© Neither are ye offended onely 
with the Miniſter for open ,. but: 
alſo for ſecret: rebukes, yea. and. | 
for. private admonitions and. cor- | 
reptions ſometimes, be they neyer | 
ſo, neceſſary znd gentle withall , 
as; I have ſeen it by often experi- 
ence verificd in many. 3. one. mare 
eſpecially, a very. lewd: perſon 
indeed, who being mildly repraved 
by a Miniſter in my hearing for | 
ſome ſcandalous fin, replyed again; 
It were better for us if- ye Miniſters 
held. your peace, becauſe then we, | 
- T2tia + might | 
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might fin wichthe lefſe guile and 
puniſhment, To whom then ſhall 
L ſpeak andgive warning that they 


may hear ? Behold, their ear is uncir- Jer. 6.10, 


cumciſed, and they cannot bearken : bee 
hold, the word of the Lord is unto them a 
reproach : they have no delight in it. 
Wherefore he that doth nat pleaſe 
your humour, or advance your 
fation, or gratifie you in your 
beloved corruptions, or ſparing 
you ſtrikesat your adverſaries; in 
a word, will not be partakers of 
your ſinsby connivence or praiſe, 
ſtraight ways grows out of requeſt: 
with you as an unprofitable teach« 
er, or rather one not fit for your 

poſe , however he be accom- 


| pliſhedin all other reſpe&s : and 


thas he is by little and little aban- 
doned of you, andanother ſought: 
out more agreeable to your tancy, 
and mind, for a ſhort ſeaſon, untill 
the date or time of pleating you be 
expired alſo : Inſomuch as one Pa- 


rilh not many miles diſtant from: - 


the Univerſity of Oxford, hath been 
known ſincetheſe Times of trouble 
and diſtragtion:to have diſliked and: 

K 2 changed 
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changed. their Miniftersas-often, if 
not more often. then there be ſea- 
ſons in the year, -and yer ſcarce 
_afford maintenance for a ſnake man 
to: live with them. Iris paſt be- 
lief what fooliſh exceprions they 
have had againft thoſe men who 
have upon triall,. or other occa- 
fions preached betore them; beſides 
many againſt ſeverall Mmiſters;this 
they had againſt one not unknown 
to my ſelt (if I anrnot milinforms 
ed) that he preached too long up- | 
en the ſame Text. I pray God 
this ſpirituall delicacy doth not 
preſagea ſpirituall famine in the | 
end , 'whereby men may hunger | 
" and thirſt after -that Word which | 
they deſpiſe and 'loath now be- | 
cauſe of the plenty and fulneffe |} 
thereof. i 
And here I may not paſſe by im | 
ſilence a common but very danger- | 
ous errour that poſſefſeth your | 
mindes, whereby ye ' fondly and {| 
falſely imagine that the ſucceſſe of | 
the Miniſtry doth depend upon the | 
perſonall gifts of the Minifter,and * 
Aaot wholly upon the ordinance 
"7 P29 of 
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of Chriſt, for which cauſe yee 
magnifie. ſome above. meaſure, and 
deſpiſe others in compariſon- of 
them, calling the firſt- powerfull 
Preachers, and not acknowledging 
the laſt for ſuch, becauſe not men 
ſo. well qualified for the work of 
the. Lord. as. they: The. which 
conceit (if I miſtake not) is-not 
the leaſt cauſe of your non-prof- 
ciency by the meanes of grace. For 
how can. yercap benefit-irom the 
Qrdinance, if ye come not duely 
prepared to it ? and how can- ye 
come duly prepared to it, if ye 
have not a juſt eſteem of it, that 
ye may anſwerably ſubmit unto 


—— 


it? For, neither is he that planteth any x Cor.z, 


thing, neither he that watereth : but Gad 7. 


that giveth the encreaſe. Let men 
therefore learn to have greater 
reſpe& to the blelſing from above, 
then to the means below, to the 
graceand gift of God,-then to the 
abilities and endowments of men 
in the great buſinefſe of their con- 

verſion and edification. 
Again, ye Engliſh people are-ge- 
nerally indifferent or luke.warm 
K 3; in 
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in Religion, and ſo ye may enjoy 
the worlds good, care not what 
doth becomeof the Truth of God, 
the which ye hezr indeed, but learn 
and know not, likethoſe of whom 
we read 2 Tim. 3. 7.ever —_— 
never able to come to the knowledge of 
the Truth; or if ye know it, receive 
it not, neither beleeving it with 
your hearts,nor obeying it in your 
lives : for although ye all profefle 
faith, and pretend to it, as the 
main ground and pillar of your 
hope in God, yet it is but a bare 
profeſſion and meer oftentation of 
that which ye have not in truth ; 
a few excepted,who teftifie the ſame 
by their innocent and holy con- 
verſation, without which faith 
aead being alime. The reſt deceive 
themſelves with the ſhadow of faith; . 
namely, a vain and cauſelefſe pre- 
ſumption, which they embrace for 
the ſubſtance; inthe mean while 
giving no evidence thereof to the 
world, and hating thoſe that call 
npon them for the praice of re- 
pentance and good works, yea 
and perſecuting them ſometimes, 

as 
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as we have foun41 by experience. 
Bucto ſlight admonitions of this 
nature, is almoſt every mans guilt, 
however ſcarce accounted of as a 
crime by 'any. The truth is, ye 
would fain have, and ſome openly 
declareas mach, a religion 'exempt 
as well from duty as Tom charges 
and expence, ye would goe to 
heaven, and yet ftirrce not one 
foot in the. journey , receive the 
rewardof glory, but dono work 
of grace Dor ic. And notwith- 
ſtanding your frequent confeſſions 
and proteftations of faith in God, 
many are yet found among you 
who give more credit to the ſay- 
ings of Diviners and Aﬀrotogers, 
though ſcldome bat falſe, andever 
uncertain, then to the writings of 
the Prophets and Evangelifts, and 
more ſeek unto ſuch as theſe then 
to their Maker in the time of their 
diſtreſſe, | | 
| Now how far yeate from obey- 
Ing the precepts of the GoſpeU, or 
the commands of rhat Lord 'te 
whom ye have given up your 
names,and vowed your 1ſclves to 
K 4 be 
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be his faithfull ſervants unto death, 
let your own-works witneſs againſt 
you, and your conſcience judge of 
you according to this evidence: 
for, every ones heart is ſet upon their 
covetuuſneſſe, every one is an bypocrite 
and an evill deer, aud every mouth 
ſpeaketh villany, Ye.idolize wealth 
in all your habitations, ſet up this 
ſtumbling block of yeur iniquity 
in your heart, and before your 
face for the 'many which ye have 
removed out of the way, ſerving 
this mammon of uncighteouſneſſe 
more then the. true living God. To 
gain riches ye generally ſpeak not | 
what you think, do not what you | 
ſpeak, and- neither ſpeak. nor. do | 
as ye knowand ought. To retain | 
your il} gotten goods, ye. diſpenſe | 
with. your felves: for. ſwearing | 
what you liſt; breaking oathes at 
pleaſure, violating covenants made ; 
with God or man ; notye ſo ſacred 
or. folemn, which can hold you {# 
againſt- your-profit,, or to your | 
preſent. diſadyantage. It: is-your * 


received principle, that ye may get * 


wealth at. any hand. for your 
> Waves 
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ſclves and children, 
Si poſſirrefe,ft non quocungq; modo rem, 


And your meaſure js-as much as 
e can, by all means poſſible how 
aſe ſoever. Inſomuch as your 

trades (as they are now commonly 

uſed.) ſeem to be but ſo many 
myſterics of iniquity or deceitfull 


baits for finfull gain. The getting. Pco.z1. 6. 


of treaſares by a lying tongue, being 4 
vanity toſſed to and fro of them that 
ſeek death. For the reſtitution of 
11] gotten goods, whether by vio- 
lence, or by deceit, is a thing not 
thought upon in theſe daies, 
wherefore men uſually dye in this 
ſin without . recognition, ruch 
lelfe repenting of what they have 
done amiſſe. Nay, ſome there be 
ſo vain in their. conceits, ſo cor- 
rapt in judgemeng,and depraved in 
their will, partly by education, 
partly by the cuſtome and manners - 
of the age, that they imagine it.na + 
ſin at all to defraud or go beyond 
their brother in any matter, taking 
this to be a warrantable principle 
os TE In. 
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in all matter of contra and 'bar- 
gaining with others, that they maay 
make 2s much of their goods as 
they can, without any reſpect had. 
to the benefit and advantage of the . 
buyer: a thing moſt oppoſite to 
:uſlice and charity; and as if this. 
were not enough they glory in 
their deceit and over-reaching- 
one another, eſpecially of the 
Clergy and [[niverfity men, whom 
_ all decetye with oneconſent, abu- | 
ſing their ſimplicity and want of | 
experience in the things of this. | 
life,to the dammage of them, and to | 
their own unjuſt profit. In like | 
manner they do without equity, or 
meaſure exaFt upon ftrangers 
where{oever they come in the 
priceof alt commodities, notwith- | 
Randing men of the ſame countrey 7 
and religion with thernſelves, little * 
conſidering to what exigences men 
of this condition may reduced. 
onthe way, and: are ſubje& at all 
vimmes, Others there be that enter- |: 
tain this opinion or. perſwa- 
fon in their mindes, that they may 


wrong and deceive as they' lift, 
| or 
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or 'as fat as they areable,any man: 

who is of a different Jadpenrent or 

faction from them in religion, 
whom they call the wicked and. 
nngodly, and look upon as them 

that-have no right to the crea- 
ture, by reaſon of their anrege-> 
nerate, and unfan&ifed eſtite of 
lifez whereby indeed they get and | 

Iny up treafure for themſelves, but are Luk. 12+ 
Rot rich towards God. Thus do fools 

make u rokat fer, and it is & port” to. Prov.14, 
them to do miſchief. And like the 

F loreni ine each one gerteth his 

wealth, by carrying about with 

him a dogs ſoul(as he faid)to make 

no conſcience of any thing, ſo ic 

might be for his gain. 

- And frotm whence proceedeth-this: 
tmimoderete delire of worldly 
wealth? Doth itnot from hence,. 
that you may conſume it upon your luſts?' Jac. 443. 
or heap it up tonu ufe and pur-" 

poſe,” but to feed your nnſatiable 
avarice?- or td referye it for your 
children (though lirthe wanting 

i) againſt the ttme to come ? This: * 
indeed is the vulgar pretence, and: 
common excuſe for all that ye do,' 
wheclicy' 
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whether right.or. wrong, ye. muſt 
provide for your children and. fa- 
milies, they..that come. after you, 
muſinot.want-in .any .caſe. And 
indeed. . ſo. ye.leave them a tempo- 
rall inhericance, ora good portion, 
in this. life, you: care not what may. 
become of then: hereafter .in . ano-- 
ther world : wherefore. as well by 
your. precept-and by your exam= 
ple, which - is continually before 
. their eyes, ye. teach them to be 
hypocrites and deceivers-like. your 
ſelves, and applaud them for their 
covetous praCtiſes, and every courſe 
they take, be it: good or bad, to 
preſerve. or. encreaſe. this worlds 
good, not caring.inthe mean time, 
whether they be. godly and vertu- 
ouſly educated, or no; This is the 
leaſt thing you minde ir all your 
thoughts for them. Neither will 
your fond and. -overweaning affe+ 
Ction, many times ſtaffer. you to 
have them brought up after a ſober 
and auftere manner, left forſooth 
they, ſhauld too. much, lay it to 
heart,.and pine away with ſecret 
- diſcontent, . Now: this ſoft and rex 

Ev miſſe 
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miſſe. educatiqn - of them in your 
own houſes, and, under your own 
wings, or by ſuch as know and 
are willing to ſerve you. herein 
according to deſire, that they may 
ſerve themſelves of you. for their 
own advantage, hach taught them 
almoſt every. where to be. rebelli+ 
ous againſt God, againſt you their 
parents, and againſt their gover- 


nours alſo ; to deſpiſe their ſu- 
periors, and. betters, and to be 
impudent-in their behayiour to. 
wards all.. And you either not at 
all, or elſe but ſparingly. reprove 
them, .ſeldome or never corre& 
them for theſe exorbitances : yea, 
ſome of you ſtick not to uphold 
andencourage them therein. Thus 
do.ye bonour your children above the 1 Sam. x; ' 
Lird,as :Eli did 1 Sam.2. 29. while 79+ 
you - tranſgreſſe his covenant to. 
$rarls (god pleaſe them -in their. 
uſts, and. more.deny the faith by 
your. finfull caring and carking for: 
them, then they that .do ot at all 
provide far their . families, Whom not+ 


withſtanding the Apoſtle doth 
count Worſe then Infigels, I Tim-5.84 
: Where« 
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Whetefore ye geritrally neither /get 
riches as of a, oo - Arar 
as ye ought, bur get them either by 
vida or by decedes and. when- 
you have them, conſume them on 
our luſts:'fo chat ye are curſed: 
oth'in the 'purchaſe, and in- the 
pofſeſlion, and your poſterity for 
your ſake to whom ts entailed as 
wcll the curſe asthe reward of . 
your unrighteouſneſſe, becauſe of 
theit inſeparable nmion. 
- Fo your eorrupt waies of get- 
ting riches, 'ye have added one 
above many as bad as theſe of ſpen« 
ding what ye have gotten, I mean- 
your excelſe of wine and: of ſtrong: 
drink, ' For there is hardly any 
bargain or contralt now which is: 


Rot beguii and finiſhed at the cup; 


no meeting, no fellowfhip* in theſe 
times without this evill caſtome of 
drinking and ſwilling :: when na- 
ture, as well as grace, preſcribes 
moderation and ſobrjery .in the 
uſe of theſe crexturegordained for 
the neceſſary comfort of the body, 
not for the ſaperfltous appetite of 
the ſoul, From whence it is thee 
| thoſe 


l , MY 
14% 


 - England's Reprover. 


thoſe Peſtes reipublice, Tmean your 
tipling honſes, are encreaſed to ſ@ 
vaſt a number every where in the 
Jand, and do yet encreaſfe daily, as 
ſo many ſnares ſpread in the way 
of thoſe that paſſe by, and arc 
about rheir lawtwll employments: 
and the maſters of them by their 
fubtilty and baſe complyance with 
every man$shumour that ſpends his 
money and time with them, draw 
more expenſe from them, and ſuck 
more oftheir labour and ſubſtance, 
then many honeſt callings in the 
nation put tcgether. Neither is 
this all, but they uſually are the 
nurſeries of idlenefſe, profanenefle, 
and all manner of vicious living z 
and indeed what can we expet be- 
ſides 'ſach fruits as theſe, from 
that ſm which is the mother of 
all uncleannefſe, and of whatſoever 
is diſpleafing unto God, or hurt» 
fall co man, as the common and 
fad diſafters occaſioned hereby, both 
to private perſons, and to whole 
families do more then ſufficiently 
witneſſe ?and though an inſtance 
of the profaucneſle at ſuch mectings 
may 
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may ſeem altogether unneceffary, 
becauſe nothing. more uſuall then 
this : yet I cannot forbear to repeat 
a. ſpeech, which I. lately. heard 
from . the mouth. of an ungodly 
companion drinking with . his 
fellowes on - the. Ale-bench, . who 
aid, If all the Devils in hell ftaod 
round about me, I.would .drink - 
my cups. 

Oh the ſleepinefſe and deadneſle 
of Magiſtrates! the remiſnefſe of 
government! the want of care and 
conſcience in. the inferiour Mini- 
ſters of juſtice. to execute .their of- 
fice, and: diſcharge their truſt! 
For otherwiſe how -eafily might 
many of theſe houſes be ſuppreſ- 
ſed, that without licenſe ſell this 
abufive commodity ? how many 
more that ſell it indeed with 1i- 
cenſe, but ſuffer all. licentiouſ- 
neſſe to paſſe in the.uſe thereof; 
uncontroled,through concealment 
at leaſt, if not encouragement of 
what is done in contempt both 
of. divine, ,and .alſo. of humane 
lIawes by lewd perſons, who make 
theſe places their daily or contis 
n 
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nuall haunt? And both. in- ſhort: 
time reduced to a much ſmaller. 


and more_neceſſary number? Re» - 


member therefore oh ye Juſtices of 
the peace, and you likewiſe who 
receive warrants from them, how 
much it concerns the welfare of the. 
nation, and the quietneſſe, of your 
own. conſcience to enquire after 
and refihe theſe diſorders as ſpee- 
dily as you may : let not an one 
bene be brought in upon vath at 
your. ſeſſions in" ſtead of an one 
mele. as the, cuſtome' hath” a long 
time been, and is Mill in uſe, or if 
it be, not finde ſo eafie admiſſion as 
23- it | hath heretofore done» But 
what hope of reformation ? ſurely, 


If a man walkingin the ſpirit and fa{[= Mic.2, 2} 


hood doe lye, ſaying, Twill propheſte un- 
to thee of- wine and of firong dtink, he 
ſball even bethe Erophet. of this people. 
Now though that the Almighty 
hath for many years together ad- 
moniſhed you. of-theſe and other 
your great and hainous:ſins by the 
meſſengers - of . his word, and. of 
late. ſeverely chaſtiſed many of 


you for them with his rod, who - 


1s 


—— 


232 


England's Reprover. 


Jer,s.s, 
8, : 


1s there among you that repenteth 
,of the evill of his doings? TI hear- 
kened and heard, but they ſpake nn 
aright : m man repented him of his 
wickedneſſe, ſeying, What have T done ? 
every one turned to 'his courſe, as the 
Horſe rufheth into the battell. Tea the 
Stork.in the heaven knoweth her ap+ 
pointed timer, and the Turtle, and the 
Crane, and the Swallow obſerve the time 
of their coming, but my people know 
mot the judgement of the Lord How 
ao ye ſay, we are wiſe, ani{ the Law of 
the Lord "is withus 7 Nay, doyenor 
rather addeto the iniquity of your 
fins? and are ye not become more 
vile and abomtnable in the Lords 
fight 'by your lewd praftifes then 
before? For behold your injuſtice 
ts more exorbitant every 'where 
row, then in times paſt, your co- 
vetouſnefle more cloſe and fharp 
of appetite, your pride ofapparell 
more gorgeous; the Hinde now ex- 
cceding the Farmer that was here- 
tofore, in the trimneſfſe and coſt of 
his habit, the Farmer the Yeoman, 
the ' Yeoman the Gentleman, and 
the Tradeſman all theſe in bravery, 

every 
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every -ore mounting above his de- 
gree, and going beyond his eſtate 
in this ſumptuous vanity ; your 
hypocriſte more profound then 
eyer,your contempt of Gods 'wor- 
ſhip never fo open and apparent 
as now: fo that ye ſeem penerat- 
ry to be incorripgible like thoſe 
in the Prophet 7er.5. 3. For, though 
God hath ſtricken you, yet have ye not 
grieved; be hath conſumed you, but ye 
have refuſed to receive correfiion ye have 
made your faces harder then a rock, ye 
have refuſed to return, 

As long indeed as the diffolute 
plymdering party were abroad in 
the countrey, and were a terrour 
and ſcourge unto you, ye appet- 
red as men mortifited and weaned 
from the world ; but no ſooner 
was the rod laid afide,then ye retur- 
ned every one to his former wales, 
more ſtrongly graſping, and cloſely 
embracing this world vhen before 
as it comes to paſſe between friends 
after along or dangerous parting 
one from the other : like the peo- 
ple of Hracl,of whom the Prophet 
witneſſeth, Pſa! 78.3 4,8&c. that = 
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; God ſlew them, then they ſought bims 


and returned and enquired early after 
him, and they-yemembred that God was 
their Rock, and the high God their Re- 
deemer. Nevertheleſſe, they did flatter 
bim with their mouth,and they lyed unts 
bim with their tongues. For their heart 
was [not right with him, neither were 
they ſiedfaſt in-his covenant. So ye 
after the ſame manner did but diſ- 
ſemble in your hearts both. with 
God and with man in the time of 
your diſtrefſe, notwithſtanding all 
the ſhew and profeſſion you. made 
of  repentance- and'turning unto 
him, who ſmote. you for: your 
tranſgreſhons. And jto ſay the 


truth, your hypocrifie is not tran- - 


pn. only in the fountain, to 
im who -ſeeth and knoweth the hidden 
things of darkneſſe :: but in the ſtreams 
alſo which flow from thence, 1 
mean the externall a&tions and 
courſes of your life, to men- who 
Judge according to the appearance and 
fight, For he that narrowly con- 
fidereth and examineth without 
prejudice, the uſuall motion and 
carriage. of things-in theſe —_ 
\h 
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ſhall finde very few, at leaſt not 
any conliderable number of men 
m compariſon of the reſt, 'who 
have not fided with the ſeverall 
unhappy diviftons or faftions of 
the nation according as they were 
led by private intereſts of depen- 
dance, gain, honour, 4iberty,and 
ſuch like perſonall advantages, 
notwithſtanding their fair pre- 
tences of- conſcience and religion 


'm reference to -the cauſe which 
.they did maintain. Under the 


fame colour do you ſtill as for- 
merly bite and devour one ano- 
ther, as if that religion which tea- 
cheth mercy, and enjoyneth the 
eXerciſe thereof even towards the 


worſt enemies both of 'its pro- 


fefſors and of it felf, :could any 
way countenance before God, or 
diſcerning good men, proceedings 
of this nature ſo'contrary to the 
precepts thereof: and although 
according 'to the cuſtome of hy- 
pocrites you pride your ſelves in 
this, that you are not ſo debau- 
ched in your life, and looſe in 
your manners, as thoſe are known 
| : 70 
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Mart. 23, 
24, 


to be who are oppolite to you : 
yet, ye cannot quit your ſclves 
of that imputation which the 
Lord doth faſten on the Phariſees 
and Scribes of his time, namely, 
that they did ſtrain at a gnat, and 
ſwallow a camell : for as they then 
were double diligent (as we fay ) 
in obſcrving what the Law did 
require in point of ceremony, and 
circumttance of divine worſhip, as 


- alſo every vain tradition received 


Verſ,23, 


Chap. 1s. 
2 


Euk,1 I, 
39. 


Mat. 23, 
Ig, 


from their forefathers, but omit- 
ted the weightier matters of the Law, 
Judgement,merey,and faith ; farbearing 
to e«t with unwaſhen hands, leſt they 
ſhould tranſgreſe; and yet defiling 
their conſcience with ravening and wicks 
edneſſe 3 and afterward wich the 
bloud of the Son of God : fo yewith 
whom an innocent _ ceremony 
would not go down, heretofore, 
and is an. abomination unto this 
day, now can ſwallow down all 
manner of injuſtice withoat re- 
morſe or diſtaſte thereof in the 
leaſt meaſure, and devow widowes 
bouſes, as they did, under the ſame 
pretence alſo of prayer and devotion. 
But ſome of you place all the 
duty 
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ducy of a: Chriſtian, or. Saint in 
the externall obſervation of thoſe 
things that pertain eo the wor- 


ſhip ' of, God,'or in a profeſſed_ 


zeal for the Sabbath (as they term 
it) and hearing of the word as op- 
portunity is given them; others 
in the mortall performance of 
what the Law preſcribes in point 
of juſtice and common honeſty: 
both with like deceit and danger, 
ſetting theſe two at oddes one 
againſt the other,which by the will 
and commandement of God, are 
tobe inſeparably joyned together 
in.our Evangelicall obedience,and 
cGnnot_ be. parted. without prafi- 
call: apoſtaite, or manifeſt forſaking 
of Saintlike integrity neceſſary in 
order to falvation Ge every man 
that will be adiſciple and follower 
of Chriſt Jeſus. Now what more 
evident. ſign 'of hypocrifie, then 
ſuch partiall. reſpeCt as this to the 
Commandements of the Lord, 
whereby we pick and chuſe ſome, 
refuſe and reje& others according 


to- our own pleaſure, or. as ' 


they beſt ſure with or diſagree 
| 7-7" "_ 
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' of the word, that yeelded fo bad 


Plal.7 8,8, 


from our corrupt affefions and 
tinfull luſts. | 

To which we may adde allo | 
your non-proficiency under the 
means of grace : for never had a 
nation more plentitully ſowen 
among them the incorruptible ſeed 


or ſparing increaſe thereof, as. ye 
Have done. Never. any yet who 
know ſo much, and prafiſeſo 
little as your ſelves, on whom 
greater light have ſhone, and yet 
more Jove and walk in darkneſle, 
then you of this untoward, ftub- 
born, and rebellious generation, 
a generation that ſet not their heart 
aright, and whoſe ſpirit is not ſtedfaſt 
with God: Inſomuch as it is an 
aſperſion caſt upon. you by your 
adverſaries, (andI would to God 
without ground or juft caufe) that 
our fore-fathers in this land: under 
their religion; were faſter tyed by 
their bare word and promiſe, then 
Proteſtants at this day by their 
moſt ſolemn oathes: a' charge in- 
deed againſt us.never more verified 
by our praftife, therr at this pre- 
ns: ſent 
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that for all your ſins, even in. all your 
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fent time', but lictle making for 
them or for their cauſe, whoſe lead- 
ers have taught them to erre more 
concerning this thing, then any in 
the world defides, framing miſchief 
by a law, or 4rt of diſſembling un- 
known to men in times paſt, and to 
be abominated throughout all 
ages. | 

Be aſhamed therefore O ye En- 
liſh people, and confounded in 
your felves becauſe of all your 
tranſgreſſions, And fear him who 


bath ſo often turned bis anger away, Pſ.73;38;" 


and not ſtirred up all his wrath ; Leſt 


he at length caſt por youthe fgerceneſs., a9. 


of his anger, wrath, and indignation and 
trouble, and as he hath begun, ſo ac- 
complith is fury in the the niidſt of 
youor behold ye have already ſeen 
the tokens of hisdiſpleaſure againſt 
you, in that he hath taken from 

ou thoſe il] gotten goods by the 
Lind of violence and rapine which 


;ye procured to your ſelves at the 


firſt by oppreſſion , or by deceit, 
having given your ſubſtance and your 
treaſures to the ſpoil without price, and 


" terders 
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borders. And becaule you- have 
not believed the Lord ſpeaking 
unto you early and late by: his 
ſpicitin the Minifters of truthand 
righceouſneſſe, he hath in his juſt 
judgement ſent the ſPirit of delu- 
{tion anderrour among you,in thoſe 
that preach unto you without cal- 


ling and commillion from him the 


imagination af their own heart,not 
his word. \ 
Now theſe with the like pro- 
ceedings of the righteous Judge a- 
.gainſt thee in jadgement, are ſo 
many gentle forewarnings to:thee, 
-O Nation not deſired, of timely re- 
pentance and converſion to thy 
God ; but in cafe of impenitency 
and obſtinacy againft the gracious 
connfell. of his will, certain fore- 
runners of greater plagues, both 
,npon the bodies, and alſo upon 
the, ſoules of thy children. Fear 
therefore thac if thy vain thoughts 


til lodge within thee, and thou - 


haſte not to appeaſe the wrath of 


Zepb.2.2-thy Maker, before the Decree bring 


pow before the day paſſe as the chaſſe, 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come 
| | upon 


Q——_ ua 0. == a—_— PY 
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upon you, before the day of the Lords 
anger come upon you: Fear, I ſay, left 
your houſes ſhall bs turned unto others, Jer.6,12. 
with your fields and wives togetker,and 
the whole land be devouned by the fire of Zeph.1.18 
: . bis jealouſie, The Lord hath planted 
- you in a good Jand flowing with 
milk and honey,like;that of Canaan, 
but your unthankfulnefſe for his 
bleſſings and abuſe of them to ſin 
and provocation of the eyes of his 
glory, when che meaſure of iniqui- 
ty is already full(as it ſeemeth now 
to be) may ſoon cauſe him to caſt 
you forth of this goodly inheri- 
tance, as he did them that were be- 
fore you; and giveit fora poſleſ- 
fion unto ſtrangers, . whom ye have 
not known in times paſt, and whoſe 
langnage ye cannot underſtand. 
The beſt tenure of your land is the 
gracious will of God, and the con- 
dition of his will, your obedience. 
It ye be willing and obedient, ye ſhall Iſs;2.19 | 
eat the go0d of the land; But if ye refuſe »* 
and rebell, ye ſhall be deviured with 
the ſword: for the muuth of the Lord 
bath ſpoken it. And itthis thought 
may not ſtartle your miades ſleep 
L 2 ing 
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ing on the bedot tintull {loch and 
carnall fecarity , let that I pray 
yecu of a far greater and more de- 
ftrucive evill awaken you from 
{ſcep, the removing, oft the candles. 
ſtick out ofhis place, aſter that the 
ſtzr is vaniſhed away, or ſet in ob- 
ſcure daxknefſe never to riſe again, 
For ye have a long time turncd 
the grace of your God into wan- 
ronneſle, and you plainly fee that 
'the light beginneth now to ſhine 
-much more dim then formerly,and 
Not at all in many corners of the 
land, -and is there not juſt cauſe to 
Mat,21.43 fear, left that the Kingdom of God ſhall 
be taken from you, and given to a Nati- 
. on, tringing forth the fruits thereof £ 
Dew 29.4 And the rather for that the Lord hath 
net given you a heart to perceive, and 
* Mic.g.7, Jes 10 ſee, and eares to bear ( * the rod 
_ and who bath appvinted it ) unto this 
verſ. 6.10, day. For are there (not) yet the 
T'aIZ.. treaſures of wickedneſſe in the houſe of 
the wicked, and the ſcant meaſure 

that is abominable ? ſhall T count them 
' "pure with the wiched ballances, and 

nith the beg of deceiifull writs ? For 
tbe rich men tLerecf are full of mw, 

an 
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and the Inhabitants thereof have ſpoken 

lies, and their tongue is deceitfull in their 

mouth. And they bend their tongues Jer.9.3, * 

like their bow for lies, but they arenot 

valiant for the truth upon the earth : 

for they proceed from evill to evill,and they 

know not mevaith the Lord, Shalld ngt Ch 5.29. 

viſit for theſe things ſaith the Lord. ſhall 

not my ſoule be avenged on fuch a Naiion 

asthis? Ye are guilty of the {ins of 

Iſrael, and can you hope to eſcape 

the judgements of Tſrael? you have 

feen what heavy judgements have 

been executed upon them from 

time ta time by the hand of Di= 

vine Juftice,for the ſame fins which - 

you dayly commit, ' and not ap- 

on them alone,but wpon the neigh= 

bouring Nations Tound about 

you, the-war, peftilence, and fa- 

mine, which waſted and conſumed 

them, and 1s there not cauſe why = 

after ſo many warnings by 'the ſad 

examples of others, you ſhould ex- 

ſpe& greater judgements, or the 

ſame in greater meaſure, then did 

light upon them ? Surely except ye Luker3:3. 

repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh, Draw Jam 4 8. * 

nigh (therefore) to God, and be will ©:95:0, 
& 3 &raw 
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draw nigh toyou, cleanſe your bands ye 
ſinners, and purifie your bearts ye dou= 
ble minded. Be afflided and mourne 
and weep : let your laughter - be turned 
to mourning, and your joy to beavineſſe. 
Hwurble your ſelves in the ſaght of the 
Lords, and he ſhall lift you up. Bes 
Lieve and obey thoſe Miniſters that 
moſt powerfully dchort from fin, 
and cxhort you unto righteouſ= 
nefle, both by their preaching avd 
by their living; and not them, 
which decry duty, and ſecretly pers 
ſwade you to libertiniſm and licen- 
tioufnelle of life,or who flatter you 
in your fins, bearing you tn hand, 
that ye are'better then you are, or 
net ſo badas fomeaccount of youz 
for though this. be pleaſing and 
plauſible, yet God knoweth.(and 
you will finde ſo at the laſt ) it is 
pernicious doQrine., whereby ye 
are brought into the ſnare of the 


 Devill. Neither rejoice to hear the. 
ſins of other men reproved as the- 


coſtome is , but. truely grieve for 
them and much more for your 
own, when they are repreſented 
to your conſcience. by. the Lords 

Meſſen+ 


ens re RI cr nn 
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'e Meſſenger, not ſtorming at his re- 
= buke, or having indignation at his 
& perſon, as the manner is, by which 


1 means he is often diſcouraged in his 
, Office, and you ever hardned in 
: your fins. In a word, Jet it be the 
faithfull endeavour of you all, as 
much'as in you lyeth, to reform 
your own lives, and thelives of 
other men, O ye Miniftersof the - 
Lord, O ye Magiſtrates / of the 
land, O ye Peopleboth ſmall and 
great, minde this one / needfu}l 
matter, and no longer dote upon 
private perſonall intereft with the 
le&X of the publick , and to the 
ruine of the whole, prefer not any 
more the State to the Church, the 
world to Chriſt, gain to godlineſſe, 
andearth to heaven But as be which * Pet-1.15. 
hath'called you is holy, fo be ye bolyin 
| all manner of converſation: ſuffer him 
once to rule in your-hearts, who 
hath ſo often been in your mouths, W 
| and of whom ye have made ſo fre- 
quent mention with your lips 
taying unto him Lord, Lord , but Mat.7.21, 
not doing the will ef his Father which 
is. ja beaven. Be his ſervants in deed, 
L 4 and 
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and not inword onely, his Di(ci- 
ples in truth , as well as in ſhew 
and in outward profeſſion , not 
for what ye may gain here, but for 
what ye ſhall enjoy hereafter. If 
ye know theſe things, happy: are 
ye if yedoe them: Now that'ye 
may be able*to doe them, by, him 
who candoe all things, and work- 
eth in you both to will and to-dee, of 
his good pleaſute; 'The grace of the 
Lord: Jeſus Chriſt, and the:love 
of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt be with you all, 
Amen. . TGFT3 £3:v147 
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SESSEASSIS 4b 

A Poſt-ſcript to the 
Reader, | 

HE: that undentaketh free'y 


to- reptove: the faults of 
many, muſt expe&rhe various 
cen{ures of many, and ſordo T, 
but fearthem..not,:and truſt 1 
have no cauſe much roypaſle by 
them, my confcience: beating 
me witnelle that I.have had a 
render reſp:@ in what I write 
to the gloi y.of God; untotruth, 
and to-the fpirituall good of 
my brethren, as one that hath 


obtained mercy of the Lord to! © Te 


be faithfull : yeras a man come 
paſſed with icfirmity, and ſub- 
jet ro many failings, though in 
- the preſcnt buſincſſe free from 
malice or. delire . of revenge; 
5h | ncithex 
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| rate 


ſelf, while.I thus ſeem to- ac- 
cuſe' others. Far be this-from - 
mezas already it is. I know and 
acknowledge . my own fins in - 
thoſe of other men, with whom 

' God knoweth, T have been in : 
to00 great a meaſure. guilty of. 
| the commonerxors of the times, 
whereby . we: have.. mutually - 
drawn. downe-: the-: paſt -and . 
reſent judgements, . which the 
ord hath executed, and:-doth - 
ſtill -execute- upon .this finfull : 
Pal, 5.3 nation, .and my tranſereſſion is 
ever before me;.. But -bleſſed be- 
his name for that Tthave lear- 
ned by his fatherly-rebukes and 
chaſtilements,both to loath and 
to. leave the. follies and_.iniqui= 
ties of : my. youth. And oh 
that 1 wercas free from the in- 

. bred corruption of my. heatt ! 
Bur. alas, it .ſtill cleaveth very 
Cloſe. .unto m2;; and. I haves 

| i found. : 


neither do I plead ouiltleſſe my: | 


| , 


j 


| 
| 
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found it by experience in my 
{clf more difficult ro ſtruggle 
with it, and to ſtrive againſt it 
with {ucceſle, then to bear the 
crofle, or to ſuffer reproich and 
perſecution from-men- for-the 
Name of Chriſt Jeſus. - For I 
am by -nature very prone toim- _ 
pa:iency, eſpecially \ at certain 
icalons; and this I look -upon + 
as my. worſt enemy here : on + 
carth, againſt which I pray and | 
fight coneinually-. As for thole - 
that :have' any - way .done- me 
wrong -.cither in - goods, -or in : 
good name; or-any way clſe 


elides, (not for: my 'tranſgreſ- Plal. 59 3-3 


ſton, nor:'for my ſin O Lord) 1 
forgive them in the pre- - 
ſence. ofthe Almighty, and dai- - 
ly pour forth a ſupplication for - 
them beforethe throne of grace... 
In the mean while comforting»! 


- my elf: in this,: that 41 have » Cor.p.s.» | 


wronged 10 man, corrupted ns 
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min, defrauded no man: and 
waiting for the appearance of 
x Cor. 3. that day wherein every mans 
_ work ſhall be made manifeſt, ana 
the fire ſhall try every mans 
work of what fort it s. And 
ſurely F mighr much more 
comfortably endure mine own 
afflitions , did nor the thought 

of preſent publick.. calamittes, 

and of thoſe that are likely to 

follow upon the head of thele; 
perplex my minde, and adde 

a great weight to the” burden 

of the former. For God hath 

apparently declared his diſplea« 

{ure againſt: the nation by altc- 
ring the - naturall'' coyrſe- of 

things in the ſeaſons of the 
year, in our bodies, and in what 

not beſides theſe It is hard to 

te:] whether the like immode* 

ratedrought as of late hath ever 

been known. inthe land before; 

the maſt aged- arc ſilent and 

| wonder: 


——__. 
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wonder at it with cauſc enough 
of admiration and aſtoniſhment. 
Now that both this and our ma- 
ny ſickneffes are the ſure cffes 
of Gods wrath and curſe upon 
us, appeareth from Dem, 28. 
22,23. Neither may .we hope 
for better things, but are ſti} 
to expe&t warle 'then theſe 
'- which have already befallen us, 
becauſe 'ovr fin like.that of Fu- 
dah is written with apen of iron; Jer, 17.x. 
and with the point off a diamond, 

it is eravenupon the table of our © =: 
heart, The Lord take not his 
peace fron us, as he did from 
them; even loving. kindnefſe 


Irid mertics.” 
-- Some indeed* glory mnch-in 
the fucceſſe of the Army his 
therto very great and ſtrange, 
and" promiſe as much, or ras 
ther {much more from them for 
the* future, as alſo from the 
Navic: In like manner they 
: , count 
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Job 9:13. : 


Ch.s.12, 
33:14, 


count much upon: the prudence 
and policy of thoſe .who fitat 
the ſtern, but ſin neverthcleſle - 
unrepented of . by the .people, . 


and unreformed by- the magl- 


ſtrate-doth till threaten us with - 
wrath and vengeance from the 


Almighty. . And what ' ſafe- 


guard cin a Navie- at Sca, . 
7 


ough never ſo well ſet forth, 


or an:Army on foot in the land, 
how numcrous and reſvlute -. 


ſoever, afford us from the Lord 
of ſea and lands If God will 
at «withdraw bis anger, the 


provd helpers do ſtoop under him; 
What. wiſdome, underſtanding, 


or counſell” againſt him, that 


drſappeinteth the devices of the 
 crafty,: ſo - that ' their | bands - 


cannot perform: their, - enter- 


priſe : who taketh the wiſe in 
their own craftineſſe.: andthe 
counſell of the fromard is. cars - 
ried ficadiong. They meet uy | 


on 
A 


mere — 4 a - 
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to the Reader: . 


darknefſe inthe day. time, and. 
grope inthe noone-day as-in the © 


aight,. He is wiſe in heart and [obg..4; 


mighty -in ſtrength: who hath 

hardened himſelf azainſs him, . 
and hath proſpered What con- 
fidence- in! any. thing : before. 
him, who hath curſed all con= 
fidence- but-that which is- re- 


poſed :in-him 2+2S0 are: the paths Ch.8.13,. 


of all that forget God, aud the "4+. 
p—_ : hope ſhall periſh: 
whoſe: hope fhallbe. cat off, and 
whoſe truſt ſhall be 4 ſpideys web, 


axd their hope as the giving up Chao. 


of the gho or -4 puffe of- 
| tie bo fs pg 4 


He . that: duely confidercth - 
the ſtate of things in this land 
immediately preceding the ſe- 
verall devaſtations . by forain 
invaſion, and ſhall compare the 
ſame with our -preſent- times, 
may finde that .correſpondency - 
Seanveny nts NE WOInPs 
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bk imake him fear, leſt the 
time of- our deſolation be ar 
hand alſo; but I forbear, and 
_ God fforbid. 'T: have but one 
word more to ſpeak unto thee, 
and it is by way of requeſt , 
that if thou be: learned, thou 
wilt not be offended with - the 
rudenefle of the ſtile, ' and vul- 
ear plainneſs of the expreſſion 
which thou findeſt in'this book, 
remembring that the major 
part, - whom it' doth concern, 
are cither the ignorant , and 
more fimple ſort of peop'e, or 
not - ſo knowing as thoſe who 
have diligent» education and 
training up in the-ſchooles of 
Philoſophy , or of more po- 
lite literature. And whoſoever 
thou be * that doſt peru'e this 
little treatiſe, if by reflexion 
thou chance to ſee thoſe ſpots 
and blemiſhes in thy ſelfe', of 


which: thou. tookeſt no- know- 


led ge. 
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ledge before, or in caſe thou 
didſt perceive them. paſſe them 
by unregarded, never ſecking to 
wipe them-off from thee; doc 
not with 'brutiſh fury, or child» 
diſh indignation break the glaſs 
1n'- pieces for + being trac unto 
thee; bur rather imitate in this 
_ particular? him, who doth pre- 
fent and hold the- ſame before 
thee, thar is, reform what is 
uficommely, Jr what-is 'un- 
rlean,-retifie what is a miſſo by 
the/ Image or ſhape;' which 1 
'dortly repreſent unto thy view : 


Wh ſo loveth inftrattion, loverh Prov, 12.33 


knowledge, but he that batethre- 
progf- #5\bietiſh, ' It i$ an hard 
matter, as the caſe now -gene- 
rally ſtandeth with us, either to 
ſpeak or to hear Truth as wee 
ought, ſo great and common is 
mens prejudice againft ir. And 
what Salv;an complained of in 
his time , may juſtly give oc- 

 caſton 
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cafion of complaint to us con- 
Cerning the preſent times where- 
in we live. Tam imbecilla ſunt 
Jndicis hujus temporis , ac pene 
Jars uulla, wt quilegunt , 101 147 
_ « Fonfigerant quid legant, quam cu- 
jm legant;uee taws didtionis vin 
atque virtutem, quam dittatoris 
cogitent: dignitatems. Prafate ad | 

- $«low. Finally, if thou-receive | 
any benefit by wharthou readeſt 
. hercin, give ro God, and 
pray for the Author, as he pray- 
£th' for thee, and for thoſe; who 
have; reviled. and: deſpitcfully 
uſed him withouta cauſe. Now 
z Tim.z. the Lord Jeſus Chriſt be.with 
*S» .zhy ſpirit. Grace be with you, 


Deo Glorite. 
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the Books of the New Teftament by Mey 
Hammond D. D. in fol. 
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Engliſh, Treatiſes of Henry Hammend D, D. 
in two volumes,in 40+ 
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all the Sundaies of the Year 3 Fitted to the 
grear Neceſlities,and forthe ſapplying the 
wants of Preaching in many parts of this 
Nation, Together with a Diſcourie of 
the Divine Inſtitution, Neceflity, Sacred= 
nefſe,, and Separation of the Office Mini- 
niſterial,in fol. | " 

3. Epiſcopacy aſſerted, in 46 | 

4. The Liberty of Prophecying, in 4% 

5. An Apology for 2ucherized and Set- 
forms of Liturgy, in 4% | 

6. A Diſcourſe of Baptiſmzirs inſtitution 
and efficacy upon all Belcivers, in 4% | 
_ 7+. The Rule and Exerciſes of holy living, 
In 120. | 
_ 8. The Rule and, Exerciſes in boly dy= 
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- 9. Aſhorr Catechiſm: for infticution of 
young perſons in the Chriſtian, Religion, in 
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Certamen Relighſum, or, 3 Conference ber 
. tween the lace King of England, and the late 
Lord Marquis of Worcefter concerning Re- 
ligion, at Raglend Caſtle z Together with a 
vindicttion.of rhe Proteſtant Cauſe, by Chr, 
Cartwright in 40» | 

The Pſalter of Davidz with Titles and 
Colle&s, according to the marter of each 
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729. ; 

Boanerges and Barnabas, or Judgement 
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in ſeveral Soliloguies, by Francis Buartes, in 
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 Marives for prayer upon the ſeven days of 
the Week, by Sir Richard Baker, Knight, in 


120, | 
The Guide unto True Bleſſedneſs, or 2 


Body of the Doarine of. the Scriptures, di- 


reins man to the ſaving knowledge of 
Godby Sam. Crookegin 129% 

Six exccllent Sermons upon ſeverall occa- 
ſions, preached by Edward Willan Vicar of 
Hoxne,in 40» | 

The m_- dipt , or the Anabaptiſts 
duck'd and plung'd over head and ears, by 
Daniel. Featly, D.D. in 49. 

Hermes Theol»gus,or a Divine Mercury: 
new deſcants upon old Records,by The.Wodee 


Rote,in 120- ; 
Philoſophical Elements concerning Go- 


-yernment and Civil ſociety, by Tho. Hobbes 


of Malmesbury,in 120+ - 

An Effay upon Sgtiur, or the fre fitſt 
books of -Publ. Papinins Statius his Thebazs, 
by Tho, Stephens,Schoolmaſter in S. Edmonds 
Bury,in 89» 

Nomenclatura brevis Augle-Latin? Greca in 
uſum $chole weſtmonaſtericnſis, per F, Gre» 
gory, in $9. 

Grammatices Greece Enchiridion in uſum 
Schole Collegial;s oh why js $6. 

A Diſcourſe of holy Love, by Sir George 
Strede Knight, in 129+ 

The Saints Honey-Comb full of Divine 
Truths,by Rich. Gove Preacher of Henton 5, 
George in ——— in $0» 

Devotion digeſted intoſey eral Diſcourſes 


and Meditations upon the Lords moſt holy 
Es Prayer 


—---——— 


Prayer: Togerher with additionall Ex- 


ercitations upon Baptiſm, The Lords 
Supper, Hereſfies, Blaſphcmy, The Grea- 
tures, Sin, The ſouls pantings after God, 
The mercies of God, The fouls \com- 
plaint of irs abſence from God ; - by Pe» 
ter Samwaies, Fellow lately refident in 
Trinity Colledge, Cambridge,in 120. 

Of the Diviſion between the Engi1G and 
'Romſh- Church upon Reformation, by 
Hen. Fern D, D, in 130- ; 

Dire&ions for the profitable reading of 
the Scripcures,by John white M.A, $0. 

he Exemplary Lives and memorable 
As of g. the moſt{worthy women | of rhe 
world, 3 Jewes, 3 Gemiiles, 3 Chiifti- 
ans,by The, Heywood, in 49« "oo 

The Saints Legacies, or a Colleionof 
Promiſes out of the Word of God,in'x 2 0» 

Tudicium wniverſoratis Oxonienfts de So= 
lemni Lega Gr Fedtre, Furaments "Fegatir 
V0, OKC, in 30» 2 4 

A Treatiſe cencerning Diy 
vidence, very feaſonable M all 
Tho. Morton Biſhop of Dureſme,in 89+ 

An account of the Church C atholick 
where it was before the Reformation, by 
Edward Boughen D. D. in «4o- 

An Adver:ifement to the Jury-men of 
England touchipg Witches, wricten by the 
Author of the Obſeryacions upon M, Hubs; 
Leviathan, in 4% 


